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I n  prcpar i i lg  t h i s  s tudy ,  t h o  a u t h o r s  have endeavoraa  t o  p x s c n t  n 
f a c t u n l  Statd:'io11t of t h e  s t r a t e g i c  cons idor f i t ions  u n d c r l y i n e  t h e  can- 
p. ign  of  t h e  A l l i e s  i n  Western S u r o p  d u r i n g  1944-45, both as ulai-mcd 
and as a c t u a l l y  cxecu tcd .  T a c t i c a l  a s p c c t s  hp.ve been  introG.uccd on ly  
as necessary  t o  p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u i t y .  

Tho cnnpaign i n  Ves te rn  Europc ,  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  canpaigns of  Vlorld 
Wnr 11, will i n  due  o o v r s e  be st ixl i6d i n  t h r  1iybt of k n o w l c d ~ ~ e ' r r c q u l r ~ d  
Rf t e r  t h e  f n c t .  The p r e s c n t  s t u u  i i i v i t o s  t h e  r ende r  t o  obaorve  tho  
c a r p i g n  fro:> t h c  Viewpoint o f  t h c  co;>v.nders in t ho  f i s l d . .  Thus ,  i n  
the  d i s c u s s i o i  of a &3von p l a n  am? t h e  s t r a t e g i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  uaon 
which i t  was f o r ! m l a t c d ,  a n  e f f o r t  h3s 'uecn :ade t o  avoid r o f c r c n c o  t o  
i n f o r n a t  ion  t h a t  w6 not a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  comancloi's and 
t h e i r  s t a f f s  at t h e  t ima .  

I t  w i l l  f n c i l i t a t o  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  s tudy  i f  t h o  g e n o r o l  f o m  o f  
i t s  co::mosition i s  u n d e r s t o o d  in a d v m c e .  Tho roade? will no-tc that t h o  
c m p a i g  1x.s bcon t r e a t e d  as EL s o r i c s  o f  d i s t i n c t  phaSOS, e a c h  o f  which 
hqs becii d i s c u s s e d  on n c h r o n o l o g i c n l  b a s i s .  That i s  t o   ti^.:', t h o  plans 
f o r  tho ph-?.so arc p resen tod  f i r s t ,  fo l lowed by a n  e n u m e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  B t m -  
t e g i c  f a c t o r s  i x f l u o n c i n g  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n s ;  t h o r o s f t c r ,  t ho  nc- 
t u a l  devolop!!?Cnt of t h e  o p o r a t i o n o  i s  roviewed and d c p a r t u r o s  f rola  tho  
.clams are c i t e d ,  t a g c t h o r  with tho  s t r c t e g i c  r easons  t h e r e f o r .  For tho 
se.ku of un i fo r r - l t y  t h e  s t r r t o g i c  f a c t o r s  a r c  d i scussod  i n  c n c h  i n s t c n c o  
i n  t h c  sam o r d e r ,  nanoly; 
turro.in, o b s t a c l J s ,  wee ths r ,  t h e  and s-mc.9, ( 3 )  own (All ied.)  f o r c e s  - 
s t r e n g t h ,  c o : h t  power,  d i s u o s i t i o n s ,  ond (4) l o g i s t i c a l  conoi :Lrc . t iona .  

& r e  has baon t aken  t o  i n d i c n t o  tho SOUPCG o f  e v e r y  S i & f i c n n t  

(1) cncny s i t u n t i o n  and c a p b i l i t i o s ,  ( 2 )  

stator.icnt by r a f e r o n c e  t o  a b i b 1 i c g T q l i y  nppsa r ing  a t  tho  and of  onch 
chapter .  
n o m  d o t a i l e d  s t u d i e s .  
cven t s  am i i?c ludcd  at  t h e  Qild o f  t h e  book. 
supcle!iants t h e  tc!xt. 

This b i b l i o g r z F h y  should be hQlpful t o  h i s t o r i t m s  :.mking 
&ossa;-y and c l l rono log ica l  l i s t  o f  i n p o r t n n t  

d c c l l c c t i o n  o f  t o i l  ~ m p s  

A i r  Porco plans and operat ions arc presen tod  i n  t h i s  stui',y on ly  t o  
tha  ex tcn t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  show t h c i r  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  Etrat$&y of  t l l u  cam- 
p i g n  ns pLcnncd nnd as a c t u a l l y  oxccutcd. A cor;iprehansfvo t r c n t n o i i t  of 
t h e  strat~gical plans and o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Air Forces mtly bo  f o u n d  i n  
8epa ra t c  A i r  i'orCi38 studies a;ld r e > c r t s .  
l i s * c d  i n  t he  b i b l i o g r a p h y  on p a p  hl and 41. 

Theso s t u d i o s  and  reports n1-o 



SECTIOM 1 

I>T~!PT,WDUC T ION 

TKX AXIS OF3ENSIVE 

1. The offensive of Mav - June 1940 le f t  the  German mmias domi- 
np.ting Western k o u e  from Norway t o  the Pyrenees. 
withdraw1 at Dunkerque and t h e  capi tu la t ion  of t h e  French &my, Great 
Bri ta in  alone offered an organized base f o r  ros i s tance  t o  the  Garman 
w a r  machine i n  the  West. 

after t h e  B r i t i s h  

From August through October 1 9 0 ,  the  German qir Force \.raged m 
air offensive designed t o  b r ing  EnglRnd t o  har knees, The f a i l u r e  o f  
t h i s  opyration w i 9  a d e c i s i v e  event. 
an offensive war agninst  Germmy with a i r  and sea power done, and it 
was q p a r e n t  thnt  evmturr l ly  Allied forcea must es tab l i sh  a lodgement 
on the mainlnnd of &rope. 

However, B r i t a i n  could not f i g h t  

Pollowing the  Japenose a t tpck  on Pear l  H m b o r  on 7 December 
191 and Germen:l'B dec la ra t ion  of w n r ,  the United Sta tes  and t h e  B r i t i s h  
Comnonwealth of Nations became a c t i v e  & l i e s  against  t h e  Japanese Enpire, 
with the Unlted S t a t a s  joining.Grent Br i t a in  *md the Soviet Union in 
the i r  ww agninst Germarqv. 

FORMULATION OP iULID STXQSGY 

2. Combined Conferences. 'The grand s t ra tegy  f o r  t h e  global  war 
t o  be wcged b:. .'the two Allies was formuhtcd by t h e  high commands of 
the  United S te tas  and B r i t a i n  in a s e r i e s  of conferonoes beginning i n  
December 191. S r i a f l y  s ta ted ,  t:iis @and s t ra tegy  provided t h a t ,  con- 
current with l imi ted  off onsive operations against J ~ p a n ,  the  United 
States  ,;nd Grent B r i t a i n  would bui ld  up larga ground and sir f o r c e s  
a d ,  in conjunction with the Soviet  Union, would bring about t h e  defeat 
of Germany at  the  e r c l i e s t  u o s s i b l e  time by combinad ground, air, aqd 
naval offensive ~ p o r n t i o ~ i s .  Aftor tho defea t  of Germany, the  f u l l  
mi l i ta ry  rosourccs would bo ava i lcb le  f o r  d i rec t ion  Rgainst J n u ~ m . ~  
(In conformity with t h i s  plan,  t h e  United States  
BOVember 1942 lauichod t h e i r  kedi terrancan Cmpaign, which drove the 
G e r m s  from Xorth S r i c a  Rnb inado poss lb le  the subscquont invastona 
of Sicil:., tha I te . l ian peninsula ,  aad Southern France.) 

G x m t  B r i t a i n  i n  

3. Overlord Plmnin& A t  Casablmce., in January 1943, the  Cor- 
blned Chiefs of Stnff  of t h e  United S ta tes  and Great Britain di rec ted  
tha t  detai led plans be develoged for  en Allied invasion of V e s t e n  
Eurcpe.2 
A l l i e d  &X"nIdOr (designete)  
make plans f o r  the  invasion.5 This s t a f f ,  known in brief as GOSSBC, 
made the estlmnte of the s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  preliminary invasion plpn 
which were f i n  
I n  Bugust 1%3% Thk approved plan, cPlled "Cvcrlord", was des igned t o  
eetablisfi a s t rong  Al l ied  army In France t o  s t r i k e  at t h e  hear t  o f  

A pl;r.ning s taff ,  headed by the Chief o f  S ta f f  of the  Supreme 
WRS organized i n  London as en a g a ~ c y  t o  

l y  auproved by t h e  conbined Chiefs o f  Staff  i n  b e b e c  

- 1 -  



Germany,. 
d e t a i l e d  plans,  

I t  const i tuted the bRs1s f o r  t h e  subsequent prepmation of 

4, Operation AEainst Southern Frmce, A t  Quebec the Conbinad 
Chiefs of S t B . f f  recomnended t o  the  President and t h e  P r i n e  Winis ter  ;~sl 

additfond landing i n  the  Toulon - Marseilles area of Southern Prance. 
In connection with Overlord, t h i s  assmlt would create a diversion m d  
permit e x d o i t a t i o n  - towards the north.5 

5. Reaffirmation of Anvil Operation. The p ro jec t  
against Southern & a c e  (''Anvil" I later renme6 I'Dragoo 
reaffirmed m d  its target date  set  for ei?rly Maif by the 
o f  Staf f  at  t he  C a i r o  Conference in Dacenber 1943, Thi 
a decision second in imortance only t o  Overlord in t h e  
tegical planning of t h e  campaign in Western Europe, 

ad aperat 
3'') was 
C omb i ne& 

s proved 
overall 

.. ion 

Chief 8 
t o  be 
stra- 

- 2 -  



=ZION 2 

THZ O Y ~ R D  PUG 

O B m X  OF PIAN 

6 .  
operation with forces  and equippment es tabl ished i n  the  United Ifingdom 
in order  t o  secure a lodgment on the  Continent from which f u r t h e r  
offensive operat ions could be developed. 
Lodgement Area contain suff ic ient  por t  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  maintain a force  
of 26 t o  30 div is ions  and t o  accommodate fo l lowup  shipments o f  three 
t o  f i v e  d iv is ions  per month. 

B e  object o f  the Overlord P l a n  was t o  mount and c a r r y  out an 

It was e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  

The ta rge t  d a t e  was 1 May 1944. 

OWLIKE OF ORIGINAL PLAN BPPROVm I N  AUGUST 1943 

7. Select ion of Area. The Cherbourg - Brit tany group o f  p o r t s  
(from Cherbourg t o  Ikn tes )  was selected for inclusion i n  the Lodgement 
Area, with t h e  assaul t  landing t o  be mRde over the  Normandy beaches in  
the v i c i n i t y  of Caen. 

8. Preliminary Phase. Ihe plan provided t h a t ,  commencing i n  
August 1 9 3 ,  all possible  means, Including air and sea ac t ion ,  propa- 
ganda, n o l i t i c a l  and economic pressure, and sabotage, would  be inte- 
grated in to  a combined offensive aimed at sof tening German r e s i s t a n c e  
Rgainst any major a t tack  from air, sea, o r  ground. Such a c t i o n s  would 
be so designed AS t o  avoid focussing a t ten t ion  on the  Cam mea. 
p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h i s  progran envisaged the reduction of the  Gernsn Air 
Forces in t h e  West; reductlor. and d iss ipe t ion  of t h e  German armies ,  
especial ly  reserves  located i n  France end the LOW Countries; p rogress ive  
destNCtiOn of the German economic system; and t h e  undermining o f  the 
enerPy'e nora le .  

In 

9. Preparatory ohase. Plms provided tha t  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  D-Day, 
air ac t ion  would be in tens i f ied  against  t h e  GQTW A i r  Forces, . 
especially i n  Northwostern France, and tha t  a t tacks  would bo riade 
agp,inst lines o f  comunications d i r o c t l y  associated with movement of 
enemy r e s e r v e s  tha t  might re inforce the Cam  OR. 

Three assaul t  forces  would be assenbled with naval e s c o r t s  
and loaded at p o r t s  d o n g  the  60Uth c o a s t  of Englad .  
forces  car ry ing  fo l low-q  forces  a l so  w o u l d  be assembled and loeded;  
one in t h e  Thanes Estuary and one on the west coast. 

Two naval  a s s a u l t  

Xines would be l a i d  with t h e  Objoct of, i n t e r f e r i n g  with the  
operation of  the  eneqy's l i g h t  navel forces .  
c h e l a  were covered by enemy rrdcrr, sweeping of enemy :nines was t o  
be avoided i n  OrdW not t o  projudice surpr ise ,  

Because t h e  coast81 

10. Assaul t .  The or ig ine l  plan t o  secure t h e  i n i t i a l  beechhsaa 
on L D n y  included: 

e.. A minisum of preliminmy air act ion aga ins t  the c o a s t a l  
defenses. 

b. The simultmeous landing of th ree  assnul t  d i v i s i o n s  on ' the  
Caen boachos, followed on the s8.m dw by two tank groups and one regi- 
mental combat t e m .  



c. 

d. 

'&.e seizure of Caen by airborne forces. 

Subsidiary operations by commandos and possibly by a i rborne  
forces  t o  neut ra l ize  s p c i f l c  coast defenses and t o  se ize  inportant  
crosslngs over the  Eure River. 

e. A D-Day object ive f o r  the assaul t  forces  of the genera l  
l i n e  Grandcamp - Bayem - Caen. 

11. Expansion of Beachhead, As forces  became ava i lab le ,  the  beach- 
head would be expanded t o  include Cherburg and t o  reach the general  
l ine  Mont S t  Yichel - nler.con - Trouvl l le ,  I t  was estimatbd t h a t  t h i s  
object ive would be reached by D { 14, by which time the  forces  on the 
Continent were scheduled t o  include 18 divisions and 28 t o  33 f ighter -  
type squadrons. 

The ~meuverf i  t o  reach t h i s  new objective ware t o  include tho 
following: 

a. A thrust t o  the  south and southwest t o  destroy onemy force6 
west of the Crne River, o u t f l a n k  enany forces  between the Orne River 
and t h e  Dives Rivcr, and ga in  suf f ic ien t  depth i n  t h e  bridgehead t o  
permit a turning rfioveicent i n t o  the Cotentin Pqninsula. 

b. .4 subsequent t h m s t  southeastward t o  d r ive  the enemy forces 
from t h e  a r e a  west of the Dives River and t o  obtain s u f f i c i e n t  depth 
to  cover the construction and operation of a i r f i e l d s  i n  the a rea  south- 
east of Caen. 

c. Simultaneously with tha l a t t e r  ogeration, a dr ive i n t o  tho 
Cotentin Penineula t o  s e i z e  Cherbourg. 

d.  Should the advance t o  Gherbourg be delayed by enmy res ie -  
tame i n  the base of the Peninsula, I t  was consiaered t h a t  cm a s s a u l t  
landing on the  Peninsula t o  outf lank the enemy pos i t ions  might become 
necessary, This could be done by a landing on the eastern bcaches, o r ,  
i f  the i S h d  of Aldorney was previously captured, on  the western beachee 
o f  the Peninsula. 

12. Securing of the Lodgement Area. Subsequent operat ions towards 
Germany would require  the  securing of addi t ional  p o r t s  and airfield 
s i tes .  Accordingly, the plan provided for :  

a. Securing the l e f t  flank along the Eure River from Dreux t o  
Rouen and thence along the  line of the Seine to  t h e  sea ,  at the  same 
t i n e  se iz ing  Chartres, Orleans,  and Tours. 

b. Selzi:ig Nantes a n d  S t  Bazairo, and following with subsi- 
disry operat ions t o  capture B r s e t  and the  various smaller ports on t h e  
Bri t tany Peninsula. 

Tliesc operations would complete occupation of the  Lodgement 
Area and insure  ports  suf f ic ien t  t o  maintain a mininm of at least 30 
divis ions.  

13. Future Operations. 3ecisions o n  future  operat ions would have 
t o  be inadc after the  Lodgement Area had been soized. 
object ives  to  be considered were: 

The p r i n c i p a l  

a. Paris and the Seine ports .  Subsequent to  securing t h e  



Lofigment A r m ,  P a r i 6  bb?. +he Seine p o r t s  would be the  main ob jec t ives .  
Uyon t h e i r  s e i z u r e  a pause of Some l h e e  months was a n t i c i p a t e d  as R 
l i k e l y  necess i ty ,  dur ing  which t i u e  poh-ts would be recondi t ioned  and 
rnilwbvs r e s to red .  

b. The Channel Islands, The necessiby t o  reduce t h e  C h a e l  
Islands would depend on the  degree t o  which eneny a i r c r a f t  and ELboatS 
based on t h e  i s l e n d s  proved eiibarrassing t o  the A l l i e s '  use  of Granvi l le ,  
S t  H a l o ,  find t h e  East B r i t t a n y  p o r t s ,  

c. The Mediterranean po r t s .  I t  was Considered improbable 
tha t  the  Gernms w o u l d  be a b l e  t o  hold t h e  l iediteranean p o r t s  o f  France  
It WRS necessary t h a t  o u r  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  13editerranem s e i z e  my oppor- 
tun i ty  t o  ca? ture  t h e s e  p o r t s  e.n& f o l l o w  up a German re t i rement .  

d. The Biscay p o r t s ,  Their capfure md u s e  might becone 
e s s e n t i d  f o r  l o g i s t i c a l  and build-up purposes, 

e. Southern France. During t he  per iod of de1n.y after t h e  
capture of P a r i s  and t h e  Seine p o r t s  i t  was hoped t h a t  an o>portuni ty  
might a r i s e  t o  c l e a r  t h e  enemy f r a n  the  area of France south o f  t h e  
Loire River and Dijon. 

14, Land Forces,  Connend and Control. Beconisended p o l i c i e s  t o  
fztcil i tRte co:mmd aid con t ro l  o f  l a d  f o r c e s  included: 

a. Connnnd: 

(1) Com.iPnd o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  a s s d t  would be under a 
B r i t  ish army cormmder. 

Goihiad o f  subsequent operat ions up t o  t h e  capture  
of t h o  B r i t t a n y  Peninsula,  o r  t h e  elstablishnent of 
R U.S. Arny Group HeeAqunrtcrs 011 t h e  Continent ,  
w o u l d  bo under t h e  con.?ander o f  t h e  British-CAnadian 

(2) 

Group. 

(3 )  Forces  of one n a t i o n a l i t y  (corps or g r e a t e r )  on 
occasions might %e placed under comnand o f  a h igher  
h c a d q u r t e r s  o f  t h e  other na t iona l i t y .  

b. Control: 

(1) Forcoa of both n a t i o n d i t i o s  w o u l d  tnke  p a r t  in the 
i n i t i d  n s s a u l t ,  ,dwn,vs k e q i n g  u.s, f o r c m  on the  
r i g h t ,  B r i t i s h  fo rces  on t h e  l e f t ,  

British-Cnnnditm f o r c e s  would be based on p o r t s  
noa res t  t h e  United Xlngdon. 

Tho port of Cherbourg would be used by both B r i t i s h  
and h e r i c a n  forces, i f  necessary. 

(2) 

(3 )  



Genwd Considerat  ions  

16. Main F a t o r s .  The ;.lain f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e ' a p e r a t i o n  imre: 

R, %e p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a t t a i n i n g  t h e  air s u p e r i o r i t y  necessa ry  
t o  nrovide e f f e c t i v e  air cover i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  wea with f i e t e r  air- 
c r a f t  be.sed i n  Ehgkmd. 

b. The number of of fens ive  d i v i s i o n s  which t h e  enemy could 
mpke F-vailable f o r  countera t tack  i n  the  a s sau l t  a rea .  

c. The a v a i l a b i l i t y  of l ending  ships And c ro f t  md of t r a n s  
po r t  n i r c r a f  t. 

d. The capP.citY of beaches end por t e  i n  t h e  Lodgement Area, 

17. P o r t  F a c i l i t i e s .  In order  t o  provide s u f f i c i e n t  p o r t  f a c i l i -  
t i e s  t o  maintain t h e s e  l t trge f o r c e s ,  it WRS necessary t o  s e l e c t  a 
lodgement &rea which included A group of major por t s .  
had to b e  mP.de t h a t  c q t u r e d  ports would be se r ious ly  dmaged  and 
probably blocked, and t h a t  it would t h e  some t h e  t o  r e e t o r e  n o r m d  
f t t c i l i t i e s .  Rel iance on maintenance over be8ches thus  would be neces- 
s s y  for an extended per iod ,  Unless &equate measures were taken t o  
provide s h e l t e r e d  waters  by a r t i f i c i a l  means, the opera t ion  would be 
h t  the mercy of t h e  weather. AdequRte beaches, a r t i f i c i a l  Anchorages, 
ana e. group o f  major p o r t s  t h e r e f o r e  were considered t o  b e  l o g i s t i c e l  
p r e r e q u i s i t e s  t o  a successfu l  invasion. 

The assumption 

18. Lodgement Area Considerntions. P r io r  t o  formula t ion  of t he  
Overlord P lan ,  t he  securing of lodgements on the  k n i s h  and German 
coasts h0.d been considered pnd judged impract icable .  
therefore  l i m i t e d  i t s  cons ide r s t ion  of assault and lodgement m e p s  t o  
t he  coas ts  of H o l l m d  pnd Belgium, r?nd t h e  Chmnel and A t l m t i c  coasts 
of Fr,mce. 

The Over lord  P l a n  

19. Beachheml Arehs. In examining poss ib l e  beschhends, the 
coasts of Holland and h l g i u m ,  the c o a s t a l  e reas  Immediately a d j a c e n t  
t o  .ti-,? rou th  of the Seine %VET, the 'Brif t l .n : r '~an~nsuls ;  m d  the Biecqv 
CoP.st were r e j e c t e d  after cons idemt ion  o f  t h e  fo l lowing  f a c t o r s :  

EL. The c o a s t s  o f  Holland and Belgium. 

(1)  Adequate eir cover could not be provided eo far from 
England, 

Limited road e x i t s  nade t h e  beaches u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  
maintensnce on R l a r g e  scale.  

(2) 



( 5 )  

b. ' b e  
Seine 3iver .  

(1) 

(3 )  

c.  The 

(1) 

d. The 

(1) 

On t h e  Dutch Coast, there  WP.S i n s u f f i c i e n t  t i d d  
rmge t o  dry out conaters. 

Seaches i n  the Belgixn sector ,  although having a high 
c q a c i t y ,  nre backed by extensive sand dunes. 

The beeches were ex~osed t o  preva i l ing  winds. 

coas td .  a rea  immediRtely adjacent t o  t h e  mouth of  the  

The Seine River would necess i ta te  the s p l i t t i n g  of 
f o r c e s  without prospect of an early junction. 

The wide sfparittion of beeches would  d i s p e r s e  m d  
weaken the Air cover. 

The good beaohes south of the Seina were covered by 
guns on the  cape of Le Havre. 

The beaches nor th  of the  Seine were small wid scat- 
te red  and would subject  the  assaul t  forces  t o  d e f e a t  
in d e t a i l  if they were immediately counterattaclred 
by German reserves .  

Br i t tany  Peninsula. 

The beachee were t o o  s n d l  and sca t te red  f o r  an 
a s s a u l t  by a 1mge force.  

Adequate air cover could not be p - o v i d d  so far from 
EnglanL . 

3 i s c ~ y  Coast. 

Adequate air cover could not be provided so far from 
England. 

The naval comitment would be t o o  l a rge .  

This  l e f t  the  Pas de Calnis a r e 8  nnd the Cnen - Cotent in  a r e a  
a s  the two  most accentable  beachhwd weas. In t h e  following para- 
era?hs t h e  ground, a i r ,  And nwal f a c t o r s  influencing the  ad ip i lon  of 
t h e  or ig ina l  Overlord P l ~ l  i n  1 9 3  a r e  s e t  for th  in more rlete,il. Ad- 
d i t i o n a l  d a t a  coccerning both the Pas de C@.le.ls md t h e  Cam - Cotent in  
areas  show t h e  underlying f a c t o r 3  which influenced t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
the  Cnen mea f o r  the a s s a u l t  landing. 

Ground Force Considerations 

20. Enemy Situat ion.  I t  was considered that  t h e  Germms would 
attempt t o  defea t  m y  invasion at o r  c lose  t o  the beaches. 
coeatal defenses were designed f o r  the  primmy purpose of denying t h e  
Allies access t o  a r i n c i p d  p o r t s  on t h e  assumption t h a t  without them 
t h e  Allies could not  sungly, mp.intcrin, and build up t h e i r  forces .  I t  
~ l s o  we.a known thn,t extensive demolitions I imI  been prepered e.t major 
French wk Belginn ports .  

The German 

Othor sac tors  o f  the  const were weakly defended by divisions 
which were expected t o  hold f o r  only e i g h t  t o  twelv6 hours. However 



I n t e l l i g e n c e  r q o r t e d  a r m o r e d  d iv is ions  h e l d  in reserve near the  cop& 
with which t h e  G m ”  could rclpidly counterat tack the Al l ied  forces .  
Thereforo, t h e  success of t h e  A l l i e s  w.s l i k e l y  t o  d e e n d  Bore on t h e i r  
-b i l i t ? -  t o  d r i v e  o f f  Gornan reserves  t h m  on t h e i r  i n i t i a l  p i e r c i n g  of 
t h c  c o m t d  defcnacs. 

The Pas de  CFilnis #P.S the  most s t rongly defended area o f  the  
The French cor,st m d  tho Tlvot  of t h e  brmw c o a s t d  defense system. 

s e c t o r  between Grevelines and t h e  S o m e  giver  normr.llg WRS held  by two  
con.st.-.l r?lvifilons. 
Vest r l s o  vas located cus tonpr i ly  north of the Seine behind the Pns d e  
C?lnis  m d  Belgi-n coast. 
re inforced  more ces i ly  thm the h e n  men, e i the r  from the i n t e r i o r  of 
Frnnce o r  f r o m  Gernrny. 

A p o r t i o n  Cf t h o  G e r m n n  .vnored reserves  in t h e  

Noreovsr, the Pas de  CAais men could be 

On t h e  other hnnd, i t  v.-s estimated thct  t h e  Caen sec t ion  of 
t h c  c o a s t ,  from t h e  base of the Cotent in  Peninsula t o  t h e  Orne Bivor, 
would b c  we& I n  CoRst a r t i l l e r :?  and Other coRstrrl defenses n t  :he time 
of the  ~ s s n u l t .  
d i v i s i o n  of two  regiments. To t h e  eas t  one defensive d i v i s i c n  cevcred 
t h e  arec f r o m  t h e  Orne t o  t h e  Seine, while t o  the west one defensive 
d i v i s i o n  hold t h e  e n t i r e  Cotent in  Peninsub.. During periodG when an 
invnsion attempt epFearcd i m i n e n t ,  RE i n  the  summer of 192. two  
Frmored d i v i s i o n s  were l o c a t d .  i n  reserve behind the Caen s e a .  

This me.-, normally VRS hold by o n l : ~  one defensive 

It w c s  considered impossible t o  forecest  t h e  t o t d  s t rength  
of the Crernan b n d  forces  and t h e  probzble  number o f  nva i lab lc  reservee 
on t h e  t n r g c t  dRte of the operation. 
l i k e l y  rete of an A l l i e d  build-up i n  t h e  Cr.en w e &  en? the  probable  
Cormm c o ~ ~ r s e s  of Action, i t  was considered noss lb le  t o  Rrr ive nt a 
r o u g h  cs t inp, te  of the s t rength  vhich t h e  G e r m  f o r c e s  must not exceed 
if m Allied nssaul t  were t u  h w e  a reasoncable chmce of success. 
Therefore ,  i t  WRS concluded th?.t: 

%.sed. however, on R study o f  the 

a. The defense8 and t h e  number of defensive troops i n  the 
Caeii sector on L D a y  should be agproxiniately the same as they were i n  
June 1943. 

b. 
more than t h e  following number of fu l l - s t rength  f i r s t  q u a l i t y  divi-  
s ions  t o  sup?ort the i r  forward. d i v i s i o n s  holding t h e  coasts :  

The German Comnnd should not  be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  d.eploy 

(1) On LDa:r, not  m r e  than three d i v i s i o n s  ( including 
one armored). 

0n D f. 1 a$ D ,l 2 daya, not cbre than f i v e  divi-  
sions ( i . e # ,  t w o  a d d i t i o n d  d iv is ions ,  ampred o r  
otherwise) .  

By D /. g, not  nore .than nine d i v i s i o n s  (i.e.,  four  
addi t iona l  d.ivisions, arxored o r  otherwise). 

/2) 

(3) 

c .  Germ= reaerves  i n  France and the  Low Countr ies  on LD4v 
6hOCld not  cor.prise nore  than 12 f i r s t  fl.uality d i v i s i o n s  at full s t rength.  
This number w a s  not t o  include Civls ions holding t h e  coaa t l ine  nor  
German A i r  Force f i e l d  d i v i s i o n s  and.  reserve  ( t r a i n i n g )  d iv is ions  which 
m i g h t  be loca ted  i n  France and t h e  Low Countries. 

d. During t h e  f i r s t  two months, t h e  German conmand should not  
be in a p o s i t i o n  t o  t r a n s f e r  from the  Eastern Front, o r  f r o g  o ther  
conuaitcents, inore than 15 f i r s t  q u a l i t y  d iv is ions  at f u l l  s t rength ,  

- 8 -  



21. The Subsequent Gernan Reaction. I f  he f a i l e d  t o  des t roy  the 
A l l i e d  f o r c e s  near the  beaches, it was expected t h a t  t h e  enemy next  
would at tempt  t o  prevent  the A l l i e s  f r o m  reaching Cherbourg by moving 
reserves  t o  c l o s e  the  base of t h e  Cotentin Peninsula and by making maxi- 
mum use of demoli t ions and inundat ions i n  t h a t  area, 
es t imated t h a t  he would  attempt t o  cover the  Seine p o r t s  by holding 
the Orne and Dives Rivers ,  

It  was a l s o  

After the A l l i e s  had achieved a decis ive defaa t  o f  the  forces  
concentrated against  t h e  landing, and had secured the Cotentin Peninsula, 
t h e  e n q p ' s  probable  ac t ion  would be t o  f e l l  back with the  main body o f  
h i s  f o r c e s  t o  cover P a r i s  while holding along the l i n e  of the Seine 
River  wi th  any defensive forces  he  could draw from the i n t e r i o r .  Par t  
of these f o r c e s  probably would be regrouped t o  delay any advance t h e  
A l l i e s  m i g h t  attempt toward the  Loire  p o r t s  and i n t o  the  Br i t tany  
P eninsula .  

22. l e r r a i n .  I t  was considered t h a t  a lodgement area, i n  addi- 
t i o n  t o  containing adequate beaches f o r  t h e  assaul t  and s u f f i c i e n t  p o r t s  
t o  maintain Allied forces ,  should contain te r ra in  which would permit 
t h e  defense and explo i ta t ion  of t h e  bridgehead by t h e  occupation of 
successive n a t u r a l  obstacles .  

1- the  on ly  four benches s u i t a b l e  f o r  
t h e  landing  o f  a s s a u l t  d i v i s i o n s  lay a s t r i d e  Boulogne, hetwean Cap h i s  
J e r  and t h e  Cmche River. Although having a high capaci ty ,  these  
beaches were exuosed t o  the  p r e v a i l i n g  wind, were backed by extensive 
sand dunes, and south of Boulogne were dominated by high ground. 
from t h e  beaches were general ly  l imi ted  t o  stream o r  r i v e r  va l leys ,  
and all e x i t s  were blocked by numerouo obatacles, such as concrete  
walls, minefields ,  and an t i tank  di tches ,  It was estimated t h a t  t h e  
e x i t  l i m i t a t i o n s  would ?revent t h e  landing of more than one d i v i s i o n  
on L D a y ,  one addi t iona l  d i v i s i o n  d a l l y  on D f 1 and I) f 2 .nd one and 
o n s t h i r d  d iv is ion8  each d4v thereaf te r .  Natural f l a n k s  t o  e. bridg+ 
head might be found i n  t h e  Canchc %ver t o  the  south and the Cala i s  
Polder lands i n  the east .  Inland., however, the  t e r r a i n  was f l a t  t o  
r o l l i n g  l imestone country. ?here  were no sui tnblo na tura l  defensive 
pOSitiOn6 t h a t  m i g h t  be  held while  bu i ld ing  up forces  and suppl ies  f o r  
offonsive act ion.  

&its 

I n  t h e  Caen - Cotentin a r e s ,  beaches were ava i lab le  p a r t l y  on 
t h e  Cotent in  Peninsule  and u a r t l y  i n  the  Cam area, wholly on t h e  
Cotent in  Peninsula  o r  &holly i n  t h e  Caen area.  

a. 
and p a r t  on t h e  Cam beaches was considered unsound s ince  i t  would on- 
tail d i v i d i n g  t h e  l i m i t e d  aeaaul t  f o r c e s  by t h e  l o ~ ~ - l y i n g  marshy ground 
and i n t r i c a t e  r i v e r  system at t h e  noclc o f  the  peninaula. 

An a t t a c k  iaith p a r t  o f  our forces  on the  Cotentin Peninsula  

b. An a t t a c k  e n t i r e l y  against  t h e  Cotentin Peninsulp was con- 
s idered t o  bo unsound because t h o  Cormans e a s i l r  could block t h e  narrow 
neck of t h e  peninsula  and thereby make a break-out more d i f f i c u l t .  

c. An a t t a c k  e n t i r e l y  on the  Caen beaches wa6 considered t o  
have no p r o h i b i t i v e  disadvantage. 

I n  t h e  k e n  area, t h e r e  wera t w o  la rgc  beaches within reason- 
able support ing d i s t a n c e  which w o u l d  nrovide excollent landing f a c i l i -  
ties. 
wind, R 

i n  th@s de  C d a i s  area. It wag f e l t  t h a t  three d iv is ions  could be 

These beachee were roasonably shel tered fron t h e  preva i l ing  
t h e i r  e x i t s  were moro numerous and l e s s  obstructed than those 



l d d  simultaneously. 
on the  ua5t uould f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  defense of the  flanks of the beach- 
head. The Caen wen a l s o  was considered sui table  f o r  the  landing of  
airborne t r o  og s. 

Inland, there  were fcvorable  fea tures  f o r  defending t h e  i n i t i a l  
beachhead and, except f o r  an area between Caon md bqyeux, t h e  ground 
WRS unfavorable  f o r  counterat tack by nmored d id is lens .  Large port ions 
of t’ne region were I‘bocage” -- pes ture  land divided by t rces ,  hedgcs, 
banks, nad ditchea i n t o  many n m d l  f i e l d s .  In some p lncas  t h e  roads 
were sunken and l ined  by s teep b&s. 
from the  coas t  and running southeast  t o  northwest, would provide sone 
pro tec t ion  against  enemy armored &tacks. 

O w n  Forces. An est imate  of  Al l ied  fa rces  ava i lab le  f o r  the  
operRtion indicated thp,t an equivdent  of 26 t o  30 divis ions would be 
ir. t h e  United Kingdom on 1 M a y  194 .  Further build-up could ba arpected 
a t  the  r a t e  o f  th ree  t o  f i v e  d iv is ions  per  month, if these d iv is ions  
WWE nble t o  mcve d i r e c t l y  from the  Unite?. States  t o  p o r t s  on t h e  Contt- 
nent. 

The Ome River on the east and the  Vire River 

The Normandy h i l l s ,  some 25 miles 

23. 

Airborne forcoe amounting t o  two airborne d iv is ions  and 8ome 
f i v e  or s i x  parachute regiments would bo available, but due t o  t h e  
shortage of t ransport  a i r c r a f t  only twc-thirds of one airborne divis ion 
could be t rnnsported et one time. 

It was appreciated t h n t  t h o  combnt power of the  All ied assault 
forces  would be reduced as a r e s u l t  of t h e  tiring croas-Chnrmel voyage. 

I n  addi t ion  t o  t h e  forces  employed i n  t h e  i n i t i d  a s s a u l t ,  i t  
vas cnvisRge3 tha t  one U . S .  div is ion  and one Bri t iuh divis ion,  both 
t ra ined In amphibious assaul t  technique, wou ld  be held i n  reaerve f o r  
sub 8 l d i a r p  operat io  ne. 

It w a s  contempletad t h a t  res i s tance  grow8 would be aval1Rble 
t o  a s s i s t  in delaying movement o f  e n a y  reinforcements and t o  c r e a t e  
confusion behind t h o  enmi7 l i n e s .  

24. Logis t ica l  Fnctors. Although not mentioned i n  the Overlord 
Plan, t h e  l o c i t t i m  from which t h e  operat ion was t o  be mounted VAS a 
f a c t o r  i n  t h e  se lec t ion  cf the Lodgement Area. Vestern Ehglm3 did not 
o f f  wr s h t i s f a c t o r y  Fhore embarkation f a c i l i t i e s ,  adequate space f o r  
assembly and staql.ng areas, nci- rjuitable road and rail n e t w r k s  f o r  the 
movement o f  t r o y , s  NIL 3n-~ui tes* &stern England a r e &  was burdened 
by a i r  f o r c e  Fnstd!.ntioas and oparetions. On the  other  hmd, Southern 
England of fered  narq por ts ,  s u i t a b l e  shore conditione, Plmple epnca f o r  
supplies and troops, and good rond and rail f a c i l i t i e s .  However, the 
use of Southern Enngl-and f o r  nounting the operation meant tha t  g r e a t  
d i f f i c u l t y  would be enccvntered i n  m y  attempt t o  move tho a s s a u l t  force 
t o  a poin t  north of Galitis. 

h g i s t i c a l  support of the  operntlon required t h a t  tho  Lodgment 
a r e a  conta in  3ne of t h e  following groups  of ports: 

a. The k t c h  - Belgian goup, from Dunkerqua to  Rottardam. 

‘0. 

c. 

Tho Pas d e  C d d s  - aelgim group, from Boulogna t o  Antverp. 

The Seine - Pas do Calais group, from Le Hame end Rouen 
t o  Calnie. 
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d. 

C. 

The Chorbourg - Scino group, f r o 1  Cherbourg t o  Dicppc. 

The Br i t tnny  - Cherbourg krouo, fro? Nantes t o  Cno3. 

f .  Tho 3iscay  - Bri t tnny  group, f ro? Bordeflux t o  Brcst .  

Any one of thesc groups, it m s  cs t ina tcd ,  would support ap 
i n i t i a l  f c r c c  o f  30 div is ions  nnd a l l o w  f u r t h e r  expansion. 
varying nutioor of nonths of expansion, f u r t h e r  ports  would have t o  bo 
cup tured  , 

After  a 

As it WA a n t i c i p a t e d  t h n t  n y o f l t  anount of suppl ics  would 
have t o  pass owr thc  beachcs while por t s  w r o  bcing restorod,  the  
Capacity of  beachcs t o  accept and DOVC vehicloe and s t o r e s  ms a r:cjor 
fflctor. 
prcvont cur .u ln t iw banage t o  sh ips  ancl t o  avoid d e h r i o r a t i o n  of 'ucn.chos 
fron continiL?.l gTOUnding O f  lending c r a f t ,  u i t h  the consequcnt dirii- 
nu t ion  i n  l i f t  nn i  bench capaciSy. Two n r t i f i c i n l  por t s  worc t o  be 
cons t ruc ted  as c a r l y  as poasiblo,  shc l tc red  water being provided by 
s inking  block and p i e r  ships. 

The provis ion of special borthing f a c i l i t i e s  was rcqv.ircd t o  

Excopt f o r  dquipncnt roquirod f o r  thc dovoloprmnt of por t s  rUld 
dischargo f n c i l i t i c s ,  and ships o r  c r a f t  roauircd f o r  the cvncuntion of 
woundod, nc sor ious s h o r t n p  o r  dclnys i n  provisions o f  any c l a s s  of 
a u p p l i ~ s  wePo foraseon. Howver, a n  incronsc of at l e a s t  ton pcrcciit 
i n  landing c r a f t  \as highly des i rnblc  f.1 ordor  t o  provide n grcntor  
narg in  f o r  co.itingoncias. 

Sinco no rc l innce  could bo plncod on Brcnch r a i l  f n c i l i t i o s  
bcforo D f 90, it would bo necessary t o  x i n t a i n  the Al l icd  forcos by 
notor  t ranspor t  6urin.g t h i s  per iod nnd t o  U n i t  tko Continontnl 1ir.a of 
connunicnt ions t o  e. narinun of 150 riilcs. 

A Innding i n  t h c  Pns de C f l l c i s  arm would pern i t  turn-around 
of  sh ipping  and would f n c i l i t a t o  tho glnnnod laying of a cross-Chcnm.1 
p ipol inc  f o r  gasol ine and o i l .  Tho min por ts  i n  thu a w n ,  Boulo8nc 
and Calais, werc bel ieved c f l p b l c  of m i n t n i n i n g  only ninu t o  twolvc 
d i v i s i o n s  n f t c r  throo nonths, I n  ordcr t o  obtain tho roquis i to  por t  
f n c i l i t i e s  t o  nnin tc in  30 div is ions ,  it would be nccossnry t o  o-nd 
tho benchhoad enstward t o  include thc por t s  from Boulogno t o  d n t w r p  
i n c l u s i v e ,  o r  southwostmrd t o  includo the por t s  fron Cllnia t o  Lo 
Hawe and Roucn icc lus ivo .  

A landing on tho bonchos i n  tho Cncn crcn, under opt inxi  
weRthor condi t ions,  would porn i t  n xuimr .>  build-up of f i v o  rcinforccd 
d i v i s i o n s  by D f 2, 11 div ie ions  e.nd f i r 3  tank g o u p s  by 0 4 6 ,  and one 
E d d i t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  per  day t h c r o c f t c r  ut i1 about D 4 24. Ovcr these 
sane beeches, by U s e  of a r t i f i c i a l  cnchoragcs, I t  W a E  c s t i m t o d  tut r? 
mtninun of 6,000 tons of supnlios could bo dischar&ud dni ly  bogimiing 
D 7( 4 o r  5, bui ld ing  up t o  l;?,OOO tens  pcr  day by D 4 16. 
p t e d  t h n t  1; div is ions  would hnvo to bo supportcd over tho bonchcs 
dur ing  t h o  f i r s t  Iionth, 12 tho socond nonth, nnd nonc by tho o x l  of t h o  
t h i r d .  

It w s  nnticl -  

Sincc thcro worc no eizonblc p o r t s  in the Coon nrofi, i t  ms 
inpor toa t  t o  capture  and develop Chcrbourg as cnrly as possiblc ,  
capturing Chrbourg  it would bc neccsscry t o  driva o i t h o r  c n s t w x l  t o  
t h e  Seine p o r t s  o r  southwesthard t o  thc B r i t t a n y  group, thc  1nt:cr ' 

courso boing oonaidorud tho nore l i k o l y  c.ltcrne.tiw. The Chcrbourg and 
B r i t t a n y  ports wore expected t o  bo 5010 t o  support 31 div is ions  r f t o r  

Aft,or 
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t h r e e  months' development, o r ,  i f  all minor por t s  were included, t h i s  
f o r c e  could be supported a f t e r  one month's development and 45 d i v i s i o n s  
a f t e r  t h r e e  months. 

Air Force Considerat ions 

25. Enemy Si tua t ion .  I t  was recognized that  achievement of air 
suprenacy was a necessary p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  a successful i rvas ion  of the  
Continent. The implicat ion in t h e  s h i f t  o f  Germ a i r c r a f t  product ion 
from emphasis on bornber t o  f ighter- type a i r c r a f t  i n  193 was apparent .  
Unless t h i s  German f i g h t e r  s t rength  was checked and reduced, i t  could 
reach such prooort ions as t o  render an amphibious assault impract icable .  

Defensively, the  German A i r  Force had t o  be prevented. from 
a t tacking  A l l l a d  p o r t s ,  marshal l ing areas, shipping, depots, beachheads. 
and movement, Offensively, dominance of the  a i r  was requirod t o  b r i n g  
the  full  wei&t of Allied air power ?.gainst t h e  enwv a$ h e  at temptcd 
t o  defend the beachhead a d  t o  prevent  the maxinw e f f e c t i v e  @loyment 
o f  A l l i e d  l and  ?o'er. 

s t rength  and f i g h t i n g  va lue  of the  German Air Force in 194. 
time of t h e  Overlord est imate  in June 193, ne i ther  the  e f f e c t  of t h e  
f@.ting a n t i c i p a t e d  In t h e  Hediterranaar. a r e a  nor t h a t  of tho  main 
s t r a t e g i c  bomber of fens ive  on Qerman air power could be e v d u a t e d  
accura te ly .  

I t  was recognized t h a t  i t  wou ld  be impossible to  f0recas.t tho 
A t  t h e  

A s  a b a s i s  o f  comparison and as a guide t o  the  v o g o r t i o n a t e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of enemy air forces  and t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s ,  an examination 
of t h e  enemy air s i tuRt ion  2,s i t  exis ted on 1 June 1 9 3  was presonted 
i n  t h e  Overlord Plan. This examination revealed a vas t  numerical 
s u p e r i o r i t y  of  Allied s t rength ,  but I t  was noted t h a t  the r e l a t i v e  
s t rength  o f  t h e  Al l ied  f i g h t e r  f o r c e s  would be much reduced over t h e  
area of combat, in view of t h e  dis t ; -nco f r o m  t h e i r  own Saaos and t h e  
many commitments the,, would face.  

This  anpra isa l  c red i ted  the German A i r  Force, as o f  1 June 
1 9 3 ,  with a f i r s t - l f n e  s t rength  on tho Western Front of 1,800 planes 
of  d1 types. 
Bble i n i t i a l l y  in the  Caen area.  The estimated maximum reinforcement 
on LDw would br ing  t h e  t o t a l  t o  1,170 planes. I t  was believed t h a t  
Oarman product ion was just keeping pace with operat ional  and other  
requiremanta and t h a t  any curtai lment  of production woql8. be f e l t  in- 
sediately i n  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e .  

In summary, the  p lan  concluded t h a t  the  weak link i n  t h e  chain 
o f  German air defanse i n  t h e  West l q y  in  t h e  lac!? o f  s t rcngth  i n  depth,  
r a t h e r  than  i n  f i r s t - l i n e  e l r e r a f t .  It VRS known thRt the  enemy w a s  
making every e f f o r t  t o  conserve h i s  s t rength ,  md t o  increase  h i s  pro- 
duct ion i n  f i g h t e r - t m e  a i r c r a f t .  

Of these,  it ves estimeted tha t  600 a i r c r a f t  v e r e  ava i l -  

The s c a l e  of effor t  d i c h  h e  could turn aga ins t  t h e  A l l i e s  i n  1w would depend, therefore ,  t o  a l a r g e  extent  on the degree of l o s s  
that could be i n f l i c t e d  upon him br t h e  hlliei air offensive between 
August 1 9 3  nnd t h e  d a t e  of t h e  operat ion.  

I t  was recognized t h a t  t h e  t w o  main air f a c t o r s  governing 
aa lec t ion  of a lodgement a rea  were t h e  provis ion o f  air cover d u r i n g  the 
assault phase,  End the  rap id  provis ion  o f  n i r f i e l d s  in tho i n i t i a l  
beachhead, and later i n  tho Lodgoment Arm a s  a whole. 



26. Terre,in. The necess i ty  f o r  air cover hy land-besed aircraft 
dur ing  t h e  assRult phase l imi ted  t h e  considerat ion of  p o s s i b l e  assault 
arei.5 t o  t h a t  sec t ion  o f  the  coeat  between Flushing and Cherbourg. 
optimum c o a s t a l  $.rea vas t h a t  of t h e  Pas d e  C d A s .  Eastward, air 
cover c a p a b i l i t y  decreased raTid ly  toward Flushing. ’5!estwa.rd, it de- 
cree.%& s t e a d i l y  as far A S  t h e  Seino, reached i t 6  weekest p o i n t  i n  the  
Caen arm, and then increased s l i g h t l y  over t h e  Cotent in  Peninsula .  
Unless t h e  recui red  degree of air super ior i ty  had been p r e v i o u s l y  
nchioved, it would be inadvis8ble  t o  carry out simultaneous main a s s a u l t s  
on more thm. one b e n h ,  i f  t h i s  would involvo a continuous f r o n t a g e  of 
over 25 miles .  

The 

Provis ion  f o r  Cont inental  q.ir bases  WRS governed by the  number 
of e x i s t i n g  a i r f i e l d s  nnd t h e  general  s u i t a b i l i t y  of t h e  terrair. f o r  
cons t ruc t ion  o f  new a i r f i e l d s .  I t  was noted th?.t t h e  g r e a t e s t  concen- 
t r r r t i o i  o f  e x i s t i n g  n i r f i e l d s  wi th in  a short  d i s t m c e  of t h e  cos.st was 
south 2nd s o u t h e a t  of Cahis .  In t h e  Seine a rea  t h e r e  were e. few air- 
f i e l d s  near t h e - c o a s t ,  but the  t e r r a i n  was f a i r l y  suitable f o r  new 
a i r f i e l d  construct ion.  
but  t h e  t e r r a i n  was most f a v o x h l e  f o r  ra?id a i r f i e l d  cons t ruc t ion .  
There were t w o  a i r f i e l d s  in  t h e  Cotentin ?.rea, but the  terrain i n  t h a t  
reg ion  d i d  not  lend i t s e l f  t o  ran id  construct ion of new ones. 

In  the  Caen area there  wns o r , l y  one a i r f i e l d ,  

From t h e  foregoing, It w a s  conc ludd tha t  the-Pas  de Calais 
sec tor  was pre-eminultly the m o s t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  the i n i t i d  beachhead 
from the  air poin t  of view. If t h e  combat v d u e  of t h e  Garman f i g h t e r  
f o r c e  and fighter-bomber force  t h a t  might be brought t o  bear in  t h e  
assp.ult a r e a  could be reduced suf f ic ien t ly ,  the Cam a r e a  w a s  acceptable .  

27, Weather. Venther and lunar  condi t ions at t h e  t i m e  of invasion 
wore important 
of  para t roop  a i r c r a f t  by night  required good weather, at least  a quar te r  
moon, Fnd a wind s t rength  i n  tho drop zflne o f  not mor@ than 20 miles 
p e r  hour. 
weather, but wind reqnirements were the same. 

E f f e c t i v e  f i g h t e r  operat ion could be expected only  when t h e  
cloud base  exceec’ed 5,000 f e e t .  
opera t ion  of ds:f bombers, other than f o r  l o w l e v e l  a t t a c k s ,  t o  a r e a s  
where enem:r a n t i r i : - c r s f t  defenses  were weak. 

f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  eir phase of the  operation. Operat ion 

D a J r l i g h t  operet ions could be car r ied  on in less f a v o r a b l e  , 

A cloud Uase under g,OW feet  r e s t r i c t e d  

I t  was ‘ic: Isvec? Imperative tha t  paratroops he  dropped at n ight ,  
s i n c e  a landing :mrinq dRyji&t wmld conpromise surpr i se .  Glider  com- 
b i n a t i o n s  were tu be scheduled 80 a s  to  reach the drop eons at dusk or  
st night .  

28. O m  F x c s 5 .  Al!.ied air plans  f o r  a i t a i n i n g  a i r  supremacy 
:irovided f o r  8 

a. fhe i n f l i c t i o n  of heavy c e s u a l t i e s  on t h e  German f i g h t e r  
f o r c e  by air b a t t l e s  brought about at an ear ly  d a t e  in  areas advan.  
tageous t o  t h e  A l l i e s .  

b. d long-term bomber offensive azainst  the  sources  of pro- 
duct ion and f i r s t - l i n e  u n i t s  of t h e  German A i r  Force. 

c. The d isorganiza t ion  of German A i r  Force u n i t s  and t h e  
d i s r u p t i o n  of a i r f i e l d  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  within enemy f i g h t e r  range of the  
Cam area. 



d. The d isorganiza t ion  of t h e  main elements of the German 
f i h t e r  command end cont ro l  organizat ion in t h e  Caen area. 

To accomplish t h e  foregoing and t o  give t h e  required air  cover 
f o r  the a s s a u l t ,  i t  was computed t h a t  t h e  A l l i e s  would have 66% squad- 
rons,  a t o t a l  of  11,377 planes,' by 1 I h Y  194. This number included 
a l l  types of a i r c r a f t ,  o f  which 450 squadrons (7,302 a i r c r a f t )  would 
be &"can, and 2lj* squadrons (4,075 planes)  would be Bri t i sh .  
P'ig!!ters vould t o t a l  3,795, of which 2,500 would be U.S. and t h e  temain- 
der  S r i t i s h .  Bombers would t o t a l  6,012, of !&ich 3,s56 would be U.S. 
and 2,155 B r i t i a h .  

29. Logis t ica l  Factors .  Squadrons would be based o r i g i n a l l y  a t  
Of these f i e l d s ,  63 were within 1% a i r f i e l d s  i n  t h e  United Kingdom. 

a radius of 150 miles of the  Lodgement A r e a  end t h e  remaining 127 f i e l d s  
were at pn a v e r e e  d i s t a n c e  o f  175 t o  200 miles. They would accommodate 
from one t o  s i x  squadrons each, t h e  majority being large enough t o  'base 
t h r e e  or more squadrons. 

Awing the  f o l l o w u p  and build-up 'phases, i t  was considered 
e s s e n t i a l  t o  bu i ld  up a f o r c e  o f  f f g h t e r s ,  fighter-bombers and reoon- 
naissance squadrono on t h e  Continent as follows: 

a. As soon as p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  t h e  landing on &Day, day and 
night f i g h t e r  cont ro l  f a c i l i t i e s  would be establ ished on t h e  Continent, 

b. 3y D # 3 two single landing s t r i p s ,  one in rear o f  each 
beach =ea, would be made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  operat ion of f i g h t e r s  on 
a r e f u e l l i n g ,  rearming, and standby basis. 

c. By D 4 8, s i x  a i r f i e l d s  and two  sin+;le s t r i p s  would be 
made w a i l a b l e ,  from which 17 f igh ter - type  squadrons would be Operated. 

d. By D f 14, 14 a i r f i e l d s  would be made ava l lab le ,  from 
which 28 t o  33 f ighter- type squadrons would be oyerated.  

Light  bomber squadrons would cont inue t o  operate  from &gland 
RS long as they could reach t h e i r  assigned t a rge t# .  
would cont inue  t o  cpera te  from Englmc? throughout t h e  operation. 

Heavy bombers 

Considerat ion o f  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of the Al l ied  A i r  Forces in 
coT.wison with t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  combat eff ic iency of t h e  German A i r  ' 
Force l e d  t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  t h e  Allies could maintain e f f e c t i v e  
air s u n e r i o r i t y  throughout t h e  operat ion,  

Naval Cons id  e r a  t don 8 

30. Enemy Si tua t ion .  The German system of coast  defenses  had been 
desigaed wi th  t h e  orfmarg purpose of denying access  t o  t h e  p r i n c i y a l  
p o r t s ,  
i n  defended l o c a l i t i e s  and i n  obs tac les  i n  the immediate neighborhood 
o f  such For t s .  
were those  in t h e  Pas  de Calais, where,nany long-range guns threatened 
a l l  shipping in t h e  S t r a i t 6  and o f f s e t  t h e  advantages t h e  area offered 
i n  shor t  turnaround per iods  end b e t t e r  air pro tec t ion  o f  naval craft. 
Tho Secn s e c t o r  and t h e  eas te rn  Cotentin beaches were the only por t ions  
of t h e  nor thern  Prenct  coas t  where defenses and gar r i sons  were con- 
s idered  weak, although t h e  eas t  Cotent in  sector  was pro tec ted  by some 
coas t  n r t l l l e r y .  The Caeo and east Cotentin a reas  were, i n  fact ,  t h e  
Only a r w s  with in  air  cover range o f  &gland where the  memy defenses  

It v a s  very s t rong  i n  coas t  a r t i l l e r y  and a n t i a i r c r a f t  weapons 

b o n g  t h e  atrongest  coast  defenses i n  '.!estorn Eurooe 



N . -  " L a _ :  

O f f W G d  reasonablo pTOSpOCtB of rapid pene t ra t ion  without l o n g  pre- 
l iminary n a v d  and nir bombardment. 

It Was a6sumad tha t  thc degroe of resistanco that was l i k e l y  
t o  bo mot f r o m  tho enemy's nnval and coRstnl defsnses  at t h o  time o f  
invasion i n  t h e  spring of 1944 would be s imilar  t o  t h a t  which cx is tcd  
on 1 June 1943. 
Hollnnd m d  tho  Spnnish f r o n t i e r  consis ted of fou r  dos t royors  bas& at 
Bordonux, 12 t o q e d o  boata loca ted  at Chcrbourg, Brast, and La P a l l i c c ,  
45 E-boats and 65 R b o a t s  d ia t r ibu tod  along tho  coas t ,  md n numbor of 
a u x i l i a r y  veaeola such nB minesweepere and pa t ro l  c r a f t .  

A t  t h a t  t i n e ,  onemy naval forcos betwoan Northorn 

The p o s e i b i l i t y  of a t t a c k s  by submarines o r  sur face  c r a f t  
aga ins t  t h c  flanks o r  l l n e s  of communications oP t h e  over-water oxpcrli- 
6 ion:  nne npparent, There was no doubt tha t  the  enemy would at temut  
t o  increase  h i e  minelaying a c t i v i t i e s  aga ins t  A l l i e d  assembly ports 
and e h i p i n p ,  rou tes ,  both by c\ir nnd by minolaying c r a f t .  
mnted, horrcver, t h n t  because of h i e  l imi ted  roBoucos no g r e a t  dRmagQ 
was probable. 

I t  was est$- 

31. Weather. \leather condi t ione a r e  general ly  uniform i n  t h e  
Channel s a a t  of thc  l i n e  Port land - Cherbourg, 
23 dkys i n  MaV with winds not more than n inc  :mots (9.9 MPH) on shore  
and not  mors than 13 knots  (14.3 WH) off shore and thus s u i t a b l e  f o r  
t h e  beaching of landing c r a f t .  
ohowd nn avcrngo of about two neriods of f o u r  coneccutivc dnys o r  
longer  ppr month bctween May and September during which tho  foreeoing  
conditionR eais tod.  Tho p r o b a b i l i t y  Of sea fog  was omfdl.. Tho nvorcge 
r n i n f n l l  durinf ;  the oummer was about t w o  inchef! per  month. The chances 
of forecae t ing  t h r e e d a y  por iods  of  good Weather w o r e  about 80 aercont ,  
bu t  if 24 hours '  n o t i c e  wnm required,  the  chance8 bocame &')out 70 
ncrccnt .  
about two dnyn c h a d .  

There are l i k e l y  t o  be 

The records Of the p a s t  ton  years 

Sliqno of R broalcine of tho woethor usunl ly  waul? b~ ovidont 

Bonchce i n  tho Chnnnol fire o q o o o d  t o  winde betwoen northwoet 
and northenot rind fa i r ly  oxposod to  winds from bath ens t  and west. 
Tho provni l in( :  w i c i l s  i n  tho Chnnncl n ro  eouthwooterly, a l though,  
Ernorcd.ly 1it;ht winds 
thnt brixther condl t -one w o u l d  not i n t e r r u p t  op@?nt ions ,  ports o r  shol- 
torod watciro wcrL i m o r n t i v s .  

botiroon north luln o w t  nre common. To aosurc 

32. Owncrrz, Inoofnr ns tho  A13iod nnvsll f o r c e s  wero con- 
corncd, i t  waa vicuul izod t h a t  ndcqwto mews would bc nvnilablo t o  
t h o  Nayf t c  provido pro toc t ion  nt:ciinfit hnY memy f l u c t  W i t s  and eub- 
mnrinoe; t h n t  tho  nococoary rolnoswcop~rs could bo mado w a i l i i b l c  t o  
S W Q ~ ~  tho paesntpo for tho opcrntion: ind t h n t  a u f f i c i o n t  d o s t r o y c r s  
and cocrstnl c r n f t  wnuld bo on hand t o  nfford adoquoto cloao p r o t o c t i o n  
t hrowhout t h o  op ora t ion. 

I t  wan coneinorod thz t  subeoquont t o  tbc canturo o f  Chcrbourg 
t h e r o  wuulcl bo c o n s t m t  C d l F  On thc  n a v d  8sQRUlt forcos  t o  Rsa is t  i n  
tho maintennnco m d  build-up o f  the  ground forces  until adequate p o r t  
f a c i l i t i o a  werc ovni lnblc ,  and t o  unclortnko subsidiary o p m a t i o a s  ouch 
no thocio i n v o l v i w  tho Chpnnol Is lenda o r  Le Havrc. h r t h e r  calls 
would bo cxnoctod L L ~  All icd  fu-mico advnnoed i n t o  t h o  Low Countrioe. 
ShoulQ a rapjd Gorman withdrnwal tako place,  n w n l  f o r c e s  would be 
nooeamry t o  opm up r lor ts  i n  t h o  Low Countries and, perhaps, t o  trnna- 
p o r t  larec cont1np;cntB of thc  Al l icd  wmics t o  those nor te .  

33. Logis t ica l  Factors. Lmding c r d t  would bo eveilablo t o  l i f t  
throo a s s a u l t  fiiviaiono, with attachments, and tho  equivalent  of  two 



div is ions  i n  t h e  immediate follow-up. I t  was assumed t h a t  enough 
merchant shipnlng would be avai lab le  t o  t ransport  two addi t iona l  d iv i -  
sions. 

SUh?.iAE 

34. In order t o  achieve success v i t h  O U T  l i m i t e d  air and a s s a u l t  
forces ,  i t  was cor i s iderd  e s s e n t i a l  t o  concentrate o u r  forces  and t o  
o b t a i n  t a c t i c a l  surpr ise .  
assault In  one mea,  and t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  achievement of surpr i se  by 
c a r r r i n g  out  a divers ionary operat ion directed against another area. 
From the  @JIdySiS of  ground, air, and navel considerat ions governing 
t h e  a s s a u l t  i n  the P a s  dQ Calais and h e n  areas, it was concluded that 
t h e  assault should be made on t h e  Caen beaches, u t i l i z i n g  t h e  Pas  do  
Cdais area for diversionary operations. 

I t  was decided t o  make a single, concentrated 

Governing f a c t o r e  which led 
t o  t h i s  dec is ion  were: 

a. The enemy's seacoast defenses and h i s  numsricd s t rength  
i n  t h e  CRen a r e a  were weRker than i n  the  Pas de Calais  area. 

b. The enem's c a p a b i l i t i e s  of re inforcing h i s  coas ta l  defenms 
i n  the  Caen area were l e s s  than those i n  the  Pas d e  Cdais  mea. 

c. The beaches and beach axits i n  the  Caen area  were more 
favorable  f o r  t h e  operat ions of t h e  assaul t  and build-up forces than  
those i n  t h e  Pas de  Cala i s  area. 

d. Although t h e  e.ir cover i n  the  Caen area  would not be BO 

e f f e c t i v e  as t h n t  i n  the  Pas d e  Cnlais  area,  t h i s  condition was accepted 
because of t h e  overr iding weight of t h e  above considerations. 

e. In s n i t e  o f  the  f a c t  t h a t  the  minesweeping commitments 
hnd the  turn-mound of landing c r a f t  and vessels  f o r  R l m d i n g  i n  t h e  
Ceen area uere grea te r  than i n  t h e  P a s  de  Calais mea, these f a c t o r e  
were considered of i n s u f f i c i e n t  inportance t o  outwcigh the  advantages 
enumerated in  a,, b, And c above. 

The Overlord Plan o f  1943 envisaged the simltmeous assault 
the  western por t ion  of  Beach 307 (Lion EUP Mer - of t h e  Caen 3ee.ches 

Courseulles sur  Her), Beach 308 (Covrseulles sur Xer - h-rommches 
l e a  %&ins), an0 Seach 313 (Col lev i l le  sur ibr - V i e r v i l l s )  by t h r e e  
d i v i s i o n s  with commando and ranger  u n i t s ,  followed on the  same dqr by 
t h e  equivalent  of two t d c  g o u p s  and one regimental combat team. Con- 
current  with t h e  foregoing operation, a i rborne forces  would s e i z e  t h e  
t o m  of Caen. 
rmr i n s t a l l a t i o n s  and by d r  and n a v d  bom3erdment o f  coas ta l  defenses. 
The D - D a y  ob jec t ive  w o u l d  be t h e  general l i n e  Grandcamp - Bayem - 
Caen. 

The landing would be preceded by air bombing of enemy 

35. I n  December 193. General 3wight D. Eisenhower was named 
Supreme Commander for Operation Overlord. Field tiareha1 S i r  Bernard L. 
Montgomery, & . m i r a l  S i r  Sertrm E. Xamsey, and A i r  Chief k s h n l  Sir 
Trefford Leigh-Mallory were named commanders of the ground, naval ,  and 
Rir components respec t ive ly  (see pnrngrapha 14 R (1) and (2) ).7 



m I O N  3 

MODIFICATION OF OvEBLOIul PWr TO INCRBSE 
THE aSSAULT FORCE AND ASSbUIA' AREA 

LWIWTIONS OF ORIGIXAL P W  

36. After dete,iled study of the  Overlord Plan b? the  designe.ted 
commendere, i t  was bel ieved t h a t  c e r t d n  weaknesses i n  tho p l m  would 
ser ious ly  endanger t h e  whole enterpr i se  unless they were corrected.8 
These weaknesses were: 

A. The a s s a u l t i n g  f o r c e  of three divis ions provided f o r  i n  
t h e  Plm wes considered insuf f ic ien t .  

b. The Overlord P l a n  f o r  an a t tack  on a r e l a t i v e l y  narrow 
f r o n t  had c e r t a i n  disadvantages: 

(1) I t  would enable the  e n e y  more e a s i l y  t o  l o c a t e  m d  
hold t h e  Allied forces .  

It l imi ted  the  area ir. which t o  discover a s o f t  s o o t  
i n  the  enefly's l i n e s  preliminery t o  R breakout, 

I t  confined the  f i l i e s  t o  a small beachhead through 
which rill subsequent operations would have t o  develop. 

(2)  

( 3 )  

c. The plans f o r  securing the  Cotentin Peninsula had t h e  
disadvantage o f  including a complicRted turning movement, M d  a f r o n t a l  
a t t a c k  through its eas i ly  defended base. 

'PHEI HDIFIZD P U T  

37.  Major Changes. In  view o f  the  weaknesses i n d i w t e d  above, the  
Overlord Plan was modified and t h e  changes were embodied in t h e  Initial 
J o i n t  Plan (Operation Neptune), dated 1 February 1944.9 The m a j o r  
depar tures  from the  o r i g i n a l  Overlord concept were a s  f o l l o w s :  

a. 'iha ctrength of the  asaaUlt ing forces w a s  increased from 
t h r e e  t o  f i v e  vomosi te  divis ions.10 

b. The a s s a u i t  a rea  was widenad t o  include t h e  eas te rn  
Cotent in  bewhes  north o f  the  Carentan Es twry ,  m d  the  beaches j u a t  
west o f  Ouistrthda. 

c. The D-Day objec t ive  was exp-aded t o  include t h e  towns of 
St Here Dglise ,  Carenten, Isigny, Bayeux, and Cam. 

38. Detai led Plan. To p e r n i t  implementction o f  these changes, 
t h e  target d a t e  wns postponed from ear ly  &y t o  31 Nqv 194. 
provided thu t :  

The plan 

a. The U.S .  zone, on the  r i g h t ,  would be assaul ted  by u n i t s  
of t h e  F i r s t  V.S.  Army i n  cooperation with the  Western Naval Task Forca  
One regimental  combat team would assaul t  between Varreville. and t h e  1 

Carentan Estuary an "Utah" Beach. 
assault between V i e r v i l l e  and C o l l e v i l l e  8ur Mer on "Omohha" Beach. One 
a i rborne  d i v i s i o n  would drop i n  the  a rea  behind Utah Beach. 

Two regimental combat teams would 

Two and 



twbthirds U.S. i n f a n t r y  d iv is iona  vera  t o  be arhore by the evening of 
L h v .  
o r  e a r l y  on D 1. F i r s t  U.S .  Amyls missions, i n  order of t h e i r  
p r i o r i t y ,  were: 

One addi t iona l  a i rborne  d i v i s i a n  would come i n  la te  on L D a y  

(1) 

(2) 

To capture  Cherbourg a s  quic!dy as poss ib le .  

To develop t h e  O m a h a  beachhead south toward S t  Le i n  
conformity with t h e  advance of Second B r i t i s h  Army. 

b.  The B r i t i s h  zone, on t h e  l e f t ,  would be assaulted by u n i t s  
of the  Second B r i t i s h  Army i n  cooperation w i t h  the  Eastern Naval Task 
Force. F ive  br igades would a s a a u l t  the  beaches between d s n e l l e s  sur 
tier and Ouistreham. 
River. Three and one-third B r i t i s h  infan t ry  d iv is ions  were t o  b e  ashore  
by t h e  evening of D-Day. 
t h e  development of the  beac .hhd  aouth of the l i n e  S t  h - Caw. and 
southeast  of Caen t o  secure a i r f i e l d  s i t e s ,  and the  p r o t e c t i o n  of F i r s t  
U.S. Army's l e f t  f lank  while  t h e  l a t t e r  captured Cherbourg. 

Two a i rborne  br igades would drop east of t h e  Orne 

Tne mission of t h e  B r i t i s h  f o r c e s  would b e  

c. The air  program f o r  the  disorganizat ion of ra i l  communi- 
c a t i o n s  l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  a s s i u l t  aree. would be advanced and the  
opera t iona l  a r e a  somewhat reduced. The new program was t o  be started 
immediately (1 Februery 1 9 4 1  with a view t o  the general  reduct ion  of 
t h e  enelqy's rai l  movement p o t e n t i a l  over t h e  20ne extending northward, 
along' t h e  general  l i n e  o f  t h e  Seine, from i t 6  south t o  P a r i s ,  i n c l u s i v e ,  
and thence t o  Troyes - Chaumont - Nulhouse. 

FACTORS INFLWCIEG ~G~~ OF THE ASSAULT MBCE AND ASSAULT AREA 

Ground P o m e  Considerat ions 

39, rplemy Si tua t ion .  The est imate  Of the  enemy's c a p a b i l i t i o e  
as s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  were based on an a s s u q t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  
would not be more than n ine  of fens ive  d iv is ions  i n  France on D-Day. A s  
o f  31 December 1 9 3 ,  t h i a  condi t ion was axceeded by one such d i v i s i o n ,  
end t h e r c  remained no assurance t h a t  f u r t h e r  increases  wuld not  occur 
between then and D-Dpy. It  was f u r t h e r  t h o w t  l i k e l y  t h a t  the  German 
f o r c e s  which could be brought t o  b e a r  against  the  assault by 3 f 4 
and D I .  5 would considerably exceed the  A l l i e d  f o r c e s . l l  

40. Terrain.  The rap id  movement in to  the  Cotentin Peninsula  f r o m  
t h e  beachhead area ,  as contemplated i n  t h e  or iginal  plan, would b e  
d i f f i c u l t  if t h e  enemy made uee of t h e  marshes and r i v e r s  at t h e  neck 
of t h e  peninsula  a s  a defensive barrier.12 
Overlord had corsidered tha t  an a s s a u l t  on both s i d e s  of t h e  Carentar. 
Estuary would be 'msound i n  thn t  i t  wmld expose our forces  t o  d e f e a t  
i n  d e t a i l .  
Cherbourg quick ly  was a landing on t h e  nor th  s ide  of t h i s  b a r r i e r .  
S b c e  the e a r l y  capture  of t h e  Cotentin Peninsula end Cherbourg was 
vi ta l ,  it was considered advisable  t o  extend the a s s a u l t  a r e a  t o  in- 
clude p a r t  of t h e  Cotent in  Seaches north of the  Carentan Estuary. 
t h e  east, it appeared t h a t  the s e c u r i t y  of  the  l e f t  f l a n k  of t h e  beach- 
head and t h e  ear ly  capture  of Gaen with t h e  v i t a l  a i r f i e l d  s i t e s  i n  
t h a t  v i c i n i t y  would be f a c i l i t a t e d  by extension of t h e  a s s a u l t  area t o  
include t h e  beaches J u s t  vost of Ouistreham. 

The o r i g i n a l  p lanners  o f  

Nevertheless ,  the  apparent key to  any plan t o  cap ture  

To 

41. O w n  forces .  An opera t ion  of t h e  type envisaged n e c e s s i t a t e d  
obta in ing  an adequate beachhead quickly and maintaining t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .  



Restudy indica ted  tha t  three d iv is ions  i n  the  assaul t  were l n m f f  i c i e n t  
t o  accomplish t h i s  puTose and t h a t  the  frontage of assault l i k e w i s e  
WRS too narrow. To provide the  combat means considered d e s i r a b l e  t o  
assyre  8ucces8, i t  was decided t h a t  the  assault forces  should be in- 
creased from three  t o  f i v e  divis ions.  
e a r l y  kia had been selected,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  permit the maxi" campaigning 
season. 
an increase  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  force.  

&ir Force Considerations 

The or iginal  ta rge t  d a t e  of 

However, Q month's postponement was accepted i n  order t o  permit 

k. Ehemy Si tuat ion.  I t  was estimated i n  the Overlord Plan t h a t  
on t h e  t a r g e t  d a t e  the  German f i g h t e r  s t rength would have t o  be 
mater ia l ly  reduced below i t s  l e v e l  i n  July 193. 
t h i s  s t rength  had not been reduced -- i n  f a c t ,  it wn8 appreciably 
g r e a t e r . l 3  
f i g h t e r  p r o  uct ion from a planned 1,M)o - 1,500 per  month t o  some 600 

By the  and of 1543 

However, t h e  All ied air operations had reduced t h e  enemy 

p e r  month . le 
43. Own Forces. Eight addi t iona l  f i g h t e r  squadrons would b e  

necessmy t o  insure  adequate cover over the  axtanded assaul t  area and 
t h e  wider shipping lanes. 
t h a t  an increase  of 200 c a r r i e r  a i r c r a f t  would be required. Both t h e  
addi t iona l  f i g h t e r  squadron6 and the  a i r c r a f t  needed f o r  the  a i rborne  
operationB could b e  made ava i lab le  t o  car ry  out the new plan. 
air  poin t  of view, the  proposal t o  employ the  airborne forces  i n  t h e  
Cotgntin Peninsula  ra ther  than in the  Cam =ea met with favor. 

The use O f  addi t ional  a i rborne forces  meant 

From t h e  

Poatponement of the t a r g e t  da te  was desirable  from an air  
poin t  of view i n  tha t  it would g ive  an addi t ional  month of good weather 
f o r  preparatory air operations. 
which t o  t r a i n  the necessary addi t iona l  troop car r ie r  crews. 

It a l s o  would give another month i n  

Naval Coneiderations 

44. Enem CaDabllltlEs. The asambl ing  of two a d d i t i o n d  a s s a u l t  
forces  would cause ser ious  congestion d o n g  the  mouth coeat of Englmd 
and present  a good t a r g e t  t o  the  enem? f o r  bombing by a i r c r a f t  o r  with 
t h e  expected V-type bombs. 
sail from an a r e a  f a r t h e r  west and t h e  longer cross-Channel s a i l i n g  
would give  t h e  enemy ear ly  n o t i c e  of the  approaching assaul t .  

Also, t h e  nddl t ional  forces  would have t o  

45. Weather, In  t h e  o r i g i n a l  plan, the  assaul t  forces  were t o  be 
located on t h e  cent ra l  south coast ,  from which they would s a i l  on a 
24-hour forecae t .  
necees i ta ted  the employnent of f i v e  naval assault f o r c e s  extending as 
f a r  west as Falmouth. 
would be required,  with the  disadventege tha t ,  when t h e  moment f o r  t h e  
assault a r r i v e d ,  condi t ions might be su i tab le  for naval  forces  arid not  
f o r  air forces .  Since it m i g h t  be necessary t o  dispense with air  sup 
p o r t ,  the  naval  a s s a u l t  forces  w o u l d  have t o  include adequate f i r e  u n i t s .  

The decis ion t o  u8e a f iv+div is iona l  a s s a u l t  f o r c e  

This, i n  turn,  meant that  8 60-hour forecna t  

l 'h~ moonlight condi t ions of mrlg Hay o r  June were d e s i r e d  by 
If, because of shortage of ships  and craf t ,  t h e  N ~ v y  f o r  t h e  assaul t .  

the  a t t a c k  could n o t  be staged i n  ear ly  May, i t  waB believed d e s i r a b l e  
t o  oostuone t h e  a t tack  t o  early June. 

46. Own Forces. The enhrgenent  of the beachhead t o  encompass 
two areas  meant t h a t  addi t iona l  naval  forces  would be required,  in- 
cluding minesweepers and, t o  n e u t r a l i z e  the  defense b a t t e r i e s  of 



Cherbourg and Le B a n e ,  naval bombardment uni t s .  
t h e  combatent neval vessels could be provided. 

Indicat ions were that 

47. Lonis t ica l  Factors. The main problem created by tb.e change 
i n  t h e  Overlord Plan was t o  mnke addition81 landing c r a f t  a v a i l a b l e  
without e i t h e r  a reduction i n  the  number of fissault forces  required i n  
other opera t ions  o r  a prolong& poetponement of 1 ~ ~ n y . 1 5  
t ranspor t  t h e  increased fa rces ,  i t  w a s  estimated t h a t  a t o t a l  of 231 
eddi t ionpl  sh ips  and c r a f t  would be required. 
f o r  one month, i t  w a s  estimated tha t  a sEbstantia1 number of these  
could be produced i n  the  United Kingdom. Craft t o  t ransport  one addi- 
t i o n a l  a s s a u l t  regiment p l u s  one reeerve regiment could be made avai l -  
a b l e  by reducing the  number o f  vehicles  a l l o t t e d  f o r  adminis t ra t ive and 
technical  p w o s e s .  

in order  t o  

By delaying t h e  operat ion 

The remaining c r e f t  would ave t o  be drawn from 
the  I<editerr.mean a r e a  o r  from c ther  sources. 16 
INTLUBTCE U??. T::E OPERATIGlij Ph'lNED FOR SOUl'HERlI FWNCE . 

48, A t  t h e  time t h e  modification of the Overlord Plan was under 
considerat ion (Jmuary lw), p l m n i n g  was under way f o r  tho invasion 
of Southern f i a n c e  (Operation h v i l ) .  
c r a f t  f o r  at l e a s t  two d iv is ions  would be required f o r  t h i s  operat ion.  
Since a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  landing c r a f t  throughout the Theaters was c r i t i c a l ,  
md. re@uiremcnts  h d  been closely f igured f o r  a l l  needs, i t  was poss ib le  
t h a t  ar.y appreciable  increase f o r  l i f t i n g  addi t ional  a s s a u l t  f o r c e s  f o r  
Overlord might have t o  be made at the expense of the  Southern France 
0perp.t ions. 

I t  was e s t i m t e d  tha t  lnnding 

Because t h e  invasion of Southern f iance  was designed pr imsr i ly  
t o  a s s i s t  Ovorlnrd by c rea t ing  a diversiofi t o  draw o r  hold enemy 
strength,  t h e  p o s e i b i l i t y  of weakening or even el iminat ing i t  was a 
matter of considerable  fit rntegic  import. 

On t h i s  matter, General Eisenhower, at a conferonce convened 
"#e ought  t o  l o o k  upon t h e  on 21 January 1 9 4 ,  commented a s  follows: 

e l iminat ion of the  Anvil a t tack  only i1.s a last reeort .  We must re- 
member t h a t  t h e  Ruesians have been l e d  t o  expect t h a t  the operat ion 
would take  place;  and i n  eddi t ion,  there  would be n t  l e a s t  seven Ameri- 
can ond seven French d iv is ions  which would remain id l e  In tho  Kediter- 
r jnean  if Anvil did not take place." 
decis ion r e s t e d  with the  Combined Chiefs of Staff ,  a recommendation t o  
them had t c  be d o  not l a t e r  than 1 February as t o  the  f u t u r e  of Anvil. 
Be added, @Ire must not recommend th.-t Anvil should be reduced t o  a 
th rea t  unless we a r e  convinced that Overlord could not otherwise be 
successful ly  mounted, 
successful  Overlord without damaging Operation Anvil. "17 

He stated t h a t  while t h e  

Ve must consider whether we could not m a g e  a 

BPFXJVLL OF MODIFIE7 PIVW 

49. On 23 January 1944, in a message t o  the Combinod Chiefs  o f  
S t s f f ,  General Eisenhover s e t  f o r t h  h i s  recommended changes i n  t h e  
Overlord Plan. lg  
Eisenhower's reeommmdations, providing f o r  the simultaneous a e s a u l t  
on  t h e  Caen and Gotentin beaches md defer r ing  LDay t o  early June. 
The measures t o  obtain t h e  assault landing e rd t  f o r  t h e  f i v e  reinforced 
assaul t  d i v i s i o n s  i n  Ovorlord were ini t i r? ted.  
the  add, l t ional  waft was provked  f r o m  the Eiediterrenean Theater, as 
Operation Anvil had boen postponed t o  a later date.19 

The Combined Chiafs of Staff approved General 

The g r e a t e r  por t ion  of 
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THF: PORT P R O B m  

50. A f t e r  Al l ied  f o r c e s  had secured a lodgement a r e a  on t h e  aain-  
land, t h e  most important s i n g l e  s t r a t e g i c  object ive vould be the ear ly  
capture  and development of a major por t ,  o r  por t s ,  f o r  the u s e  o f  U.S. 
fo rces .  
t h e  outcome of planned m i l i t a r y  ouere.tions and the  enemy's r e a c t i o n s .  

The s e l e c t i o n  o f  tho  p o r t s  would o f  course be contingefit on 

I n  order  t o  b u i l d  up s u f f i c i e n t  f o r c e s  and suppl ies  with which 
eventua l ly  t o  ' force R cross ing  o f  the  Sc i re ,  the  Overlord P1e.r. est ine. t id  
t h a t  t h e  most prcb&ble l i n e  of Al l ied  ac t ion ,  a f t e r  t h e  se izure  of 
Cherbourg, w o u l d  be the  se izure  of t h e  Br i t tany  y o r t s .  Tc accomplish 
t h i s  purpose,  i t  was considered t h a t  the development of the  Lodgement 
Area could b e s t  be e f f e c t e d  by: 

a. Fixtending t h e  bridgehead t o  t h e  l i n e  of t h e  Eure River 
from D r e w  t o  Bcuen and thence along the  l i n e  of t h e  Seine t o  t h e  s e a ,  

b. Seiz ing  aimultaneously Chartres ,  Orleans, and Tours. 

c. Capturing t h e  Br i t tany  p o r t s  during t h e  execution o f  t h e  
opera t ions  ind ica ted  i n  la1 and 'b'.  The f i r s t  s tep  i n  the  s e i z u r e  o f  
t h e  Brittany p o r t s  would be a t h r u s t  t o  the  south t o  c a c t u e  Nantes and 
S t  Naeaire ,  followed by subaidiary operat ions t o  cap ture  Bres t  m d  the  
var ious  small p o r t s  of t h e  B r i t t a n y  Peninsula .  

TRB MODIFIED P h i ?  - OPERATION C b 5 T i T Y  

51. I n  l i e u  of opening t h e  p o r t s  o f  Wantes and St Nazaire on t h e  
Loi re  River, however, it was decided to  develop Quiberon Bay, northwest 
of tiie L o i r e  Estuary,  as a major pcrt of en tq l  f o r  U.S. forces .  This  
plan, named Chnst i ty ,  2o provided t h a t :  

a. Coincident with t h e  estzblishment of t h e  southern l imits  
af t h e  Lodgement Area a long  t h e  e.tro?'s n a t u r a l  obs tac les  of the  Loi re  
River ,  t h e  Qui':tron Bay an*. ad acen: i s ' i u r i e s  w : d d  bz developed i n t o  
a l a r g e  a r t i f i : : :G p o r t  area. 2$ 

b.. %,? k i b e r o n  Bay a r e a  wcv.:.d 1)- capkwefi. by overland assault. 
A f t e r  t h e  ncfu';~:; L:.ziltion of the baLi.erLcs ,and n%w.i. f a r c s  at Lor ien t ,  
pn amphibi.o".e a ~ ; ~ x l t  would be m.da a , : d n x  % l i e  ;sI.e, wflich covered 
th'e apgyoaohea LL  G.iiberon Bay.2': 
captured thrs..=h z i rborne  and naval  a t t a c k s  i n  conJunction with ground 
opera t  ion 8 .  

c. 

Z w b e i i i  ol;l?ei- r;mll is lands might be 

The capture  of Nantes and S t  l'azaire could be deferred.  

FACTORS IN3'LVE?TCIEJ THE AJGPTION OF TXE CHASTITY PUN 

Grow-d Force Considerat ions 

52. Own Forces. The Chas t i ty  Plan was a s t r a t e g i c  and economical 
amendment t o  Overlord in  t h a t  i t  did not requi re  an extensive c ross ing  
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o f  a major obs tac le ,  the  Loire River, nor the establishment o f  an 
extensive bridgehead south of t h a t  r i v e r ,  which would be necessary if 
the p o r t s  of St  Nazaire and b'antes were t o  be utilised, The mainten- 
ance of t h i s  bridgehead would have required a la rge  number of troops. 

It was considered f e a s i b l e  t o  move landing c r a f t  overland from 
beaches t o  t h e  Qiberon Bay area  f o r  operations aga ins t  the  Normand 

Bel le  I s l e .  $ 3 

53. Logis t ica l  Factors .  Since it was ant ic ipated tha t  St  Nazaire  
and N a t e s '  would be destroyed by the  enew. it was believed t h a t  t h e  * 

Quiberon Bay-area  could be.devel0ped inltlnlly t o  provide as .g rea t  a 
caw-city as t h e  aforenentioned p o r t s ,  and thrrt i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  could be 
made a v a i l a b l e  e a r l i e r .  

To meet t h e  requirements of the  army build-up, the  Overlord 
Plan contemplated the  use of the  Br i t tany  p o r t s  t o  suppcrt 26 t o  30 
div is ions  by 1) / 90. 
of the  Br i t tany  p o r t s  t h e r e  w u l d  be a simultaneous decrease of t r a f f i c  
over t h e  Yormandy beaches, and t h e i r  use would be abandoned with the  
advent of bar5 weather i n  the  f a l l  season. 

It was also  visual ized tha t  with the development 

The suppl:. s i t u a t i o n  was f u r t h e r  conplicated by the  pro jec ted  
withdrawal o f  c e r t a i n  shallow-draft coas te rs  z f t e r  D / 42, which would 
n e c e s s i t a t e  the  use of Liber ty  ships. This, in turn, imgosed t h e  
necess i ty  of discharging, between D f 42 and D { 33, near ly  al l  oargo 
by means of l i g h t e r s .  

It was believed t h a t  n o t  more than 15 div is ions  could be 
supported through the St I d 0  and Cherbourg port  a reas  by D / 40. Thus, 
the entrance and maintenance of addi t iona l  divis ions would be cont ingent  
on the  development of French Atlantic ports.24 

The u t i l i z a t i o n  of the Quiberon Bay area  was planned a s  an 
answer to  t h e  above l o g i s t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e ~ . ~ 5  
of excel lent  beach, a shel tered anchorage capable of f l o a t i n g  200 
l i b e r t y  ships, four  nearby minor por t s ,  ce l len t  ra i l  and road 
net within easy reach of many discharge $I:.' Moreover, t h e  sh0r.t- 
ened 
would increfise carrying c q m c i t y  end r e l i e v e  the overworked network of 
roads and r a i l r o a d s  from the Normandy r e g i 0 n . ~ 7  

me a r e a  has  3,000 yards 

l i n e  of haul  from Quiberon Bey d i r e c t  t o  army maintenance a r e a s  

Furthermore, with the Quiberon Bay area being used f o r  suppl ies ,  
i t  would be p o s s i b l e  t o  br ing  i n  l a t e r  contingents o f  U.S. t roops  through 
the  St  Nalo  and Cotentin ereas. 
personnel would be required t o  move from t h e  United Kingdom and would 
c e n t r a l i z e  t h e  army r a t h e r  than p lace  it on A far flank o f  i t s  pro jec ted  
advance toward t h e  Seine River. Advantage could not be taken o f  t h e s e  
des i rab le  f a c t o r s  if t h e  St  Malo and Catentin area6 also were requi red  
for t h e  maintenmce o f  supply l e v e l s .  

This would reduce the diatance that 

A i r  Force Considerations 

9. Own Force%. Fighter  a i r c r a f t  could be macle availe.ble t o  
aupport ground operat ions i n  the Quiberon Bcy area, but i t  would be 
impract ical  t o  operate  them from bases  on the  Normandy coast. The 
intervening d is tance  would  permit only a r s l a t i v e l y  short  t i m e  over ths 
t a rge t  =ea and a considerable number of f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  would b e  
required t o  maintain.constant cover over th is  t a rge t  area on a s h u t t l e  
basis. I t  would be necessary, therefore ,  to  es tab l i sh  forward fighter 
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bases,  probably i n  the  v i c in i ty  of  Rennes, which was f r e e  o f  bocage 
and offered su i t ab le  s i tes  f o r  the  development of  landing strips. 

The provision of Coastal Command aircraft a l s o  wculd be a 
major consideration. Until Brest ,  St Nazaire, and mantes were capturep, 
i t  would be essent ia l  t o  maintain a continuous pa t ro l  against  enemy 
submarine and E-boats operating from those ports. 

k t h e r m o r e ,  i t  was believed tha t  the neut ra l iza t ion  G f  

coastal b a t t e r i e s  i n  the  St Nazaire - Belle Is le  - Lorient t r i ang le ,  
t o  permit Al l ied  surface c raf t  t o  approach k i b e r o n  B a y ,  w o u l d  requi re  
a lengthy diversion o f  t he  bomber forces from the i r  primary mission of 
cooperating with the  Allied main efforts.  

Baval Considerations 

O w n  Fnrces. 55. Due t o  the  long route  t o  the  Quiberon Bay f r o m  
t h e  southern coast of  England, t he  i n i t i a l  minesweeping e f fo r t  'wculd 
be great. Seven days o f  reliminary clearance would be required in  
t h e  Quiberon area  alone. 21 

Since it was expected tha t  some material vould be landed over 
beaches i n i t i a l l y ,  the use  o f  landing shi9s  and towed l i g h t e r s  would 
be necessary. The employment of these c r a f t  and coasters would neces- 
si tate some slow convoys, and i n  cons uence, the s i ze  of t he  necessary 
anti-submarine escort  would be large.$g The retention of t he  Br i t tany  
and Loire p o r t s  by the enemy a l s o  would increase th6 submarine and air 
menace t o  the  Chastity 0pera t ion .3~ I t  followed tha t ,  i f  Brest, was not 
captured within a week a f t e r  t h e  capture of Quiberon Bay, enemy naval 
In te r fe rence  would make i t  impossible to  send convoys t o  Quiberon Bay. 

56. Weather. It was preferable tha t  Quiberon Bay be captured 
prior t o  1 September, Otherwise towing and other naval operations 
would become d i f f i c u l t  because of ~ e a t h e r . 3 ~  

Apart f r o m  considerations of enemy naval action, t h e  caDture 
o f  Brest was a prerequis i te  t o  the  develoDment o f  Quiberon Bay,  The 
port of Brost was necessary fo r  t he  safety of vessels towing barges, 
which otherwise would have t o  make a continuous passage t o  Quiberon 
B a y  w i t h  no poss ib i l i t y  of taking she l te r  from the weather, Staging 
i n  Brest would reduce each l eg  o f  the passage by twc iayr., f o r  which 
period r e l i a b l e  weather forecas ts  could be made, 
cumstances, t h e  development o f  k i b e r o n  B4v could proceed throughout 
t h e  winter.33 

Vndar these  cir- 

57. Logis t ica l  Factors. In general, the time and e f fo r t  required 
f o r  minesweeping, escorting slow convoys, and providing pro tec t ion  from 
t h e  weather, would be about the  samo f o r  the  support of k i b e r o n  B a y  as 
f o r  t he  Loi re  ports. Consequently, these fac tors  were not considered 
su f f i c i en t  t o  j u s t i f y  disapproval of the plan. 



SECTION 1 
TIW FINAL PLANS AS OF L U Y  

SIRltih9Y OF ; W O R  FEATURES 

5 s .  The major changes i n  the 0r ig i r .d  Overlord P l a n  have been 
Ciscussed in preceding paragraphs. kn.y minor  adjustments a l s o  w e r e  
mRde i n  f o r c e s  and equipment. &meVer, the e d i e n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  
amended Plan a s  it ex is ted  on I L D ~ J  were as follows: 

The Normandy beaches between t h e  Orne River and the  Carentan 
Estuary, and t h e  east coast of the  Gotentin Peninsula i n  the v i c i n i t y  
of S t  !:ere Egl i se  were t o  be the  S i t G S  f o r  the  amphibious a s s a u l t s .  
Assault landing  c r a f t  were provided t o  t ransport  th ree  B r i t i s h  d i v i s i o n s  
with a t tached  Commando u n i t s ,  and two  U.S. divis ions (one of which was 
composite) with at tached Ranger uni t s .  
addi t iona l  d i v i s i o n s  afloat were t o  be provided f o r  f o l l w - u p  on t h e  
semnd t i d e  of D-Day. 
B r i t i s h  d i v i s i o n  n e a r  h e n  end by two U.S. d iv i i ions  i n  the Carentan 
area, q c u t  s ix  hours i n  advance of the pmphibious a s s a u l t s  i n  t h e  tvo 
areaa.3 I t  was a l s o  provided tha t  heavy air and naval bombardment of 
t a r g e t s  in rear areas  and enemy i n s t a l l a t i o n s  on the beachas volild 
procedo t h e  amphibious a s s a u l t .  

Landing c r a f t  and sh ips  f o r  two 

The plan provided f o r  a i rborne landings by o n e  

The ground a s s a u l t  forces  were under the command of F i e l d  
liarshal Sir Bernard L. Hontgomery, commanding 21 Army Group. The 
Second B r i t i s h  Army, Zieutenant General Miles C. Dempsey commanding, 
and t h e  F i r s t  U.S. Brav, General Omar N. Bradley commanding, were derig- 
nated t o  make t h e  amphibious landings.  

The Yinth U.S. Air Force, commanded by Lieutenant General 
Lewis  B. Brereton ( l a t e r  comanded by Lieutenant General Hoyt S. Vanden- 
burg) ,  operated with t h e  U.S .  forces .  
Force, commanded by A i r  liarshal S i r  Arthur Cunninghem, operated with 
the  B r i t i s h  forces .  

The Second B r i t i s h  T a c t i c a l  A i r  

The plans v i w d i z e d  a rapid advance inland and. i n  t h e  west, 
the  early capture  of Gherbourg; an easterr .  expansion o f  t h e  bridgehead 
t o  t h e  & r e  River from Drew t o  Rouen, thence along the lower Se ine  t o  
t h e  sea; and the  simultaneous seizure o f  Chartres, Orleans, and T o w a .  

A t  t h e  same time, U.S. fo rces  were t o  d r ive  south and cu t  off 
t h e  Br i t tany  Peninsula  t o  pave the  way f o r  the opening of the B r i t t a n y  
p o r t s  and t h e  development of Uuiberon B a y .  
be c leared  of the  enemy a s  f a r  south a s  the  Loire before  an advance 
would b e  d e  beyond P a r i s  and t h e  Seine por t s ,  It was a n t i c i p a t e d  
thpt a per iod  o f  about th ree  months Wuld be required t o  achieve t h e  
foregoing obJectives.35 I 

The Lodgement &ea would 

SELECTION OF TIKE 4 C  DATE OF ASSAULT AND PRELIMINARY AIR OPERATXOiJS 

59. I t  was decidsd t o  launch the assaul t  in de ' l igh t .  
dec is ion  was influenced p r i n c i p a l l y  by the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  naval c o s  
mandere required daylight condi t ions i n  order t o  be reasonably c e r t a i n  
t h a t  t h e  a s s a u l t  forces  would be landed R t  the proper p o i n t s ,  end t o  
be a b l e  t o  g ive  adequate f i r e  support. 
favor air a c t i o n  aga ins t  the coast defenses. 

This  

d d&vlight landing a l s o  would 



From r,he Ground Force poin t  3f view, however, i t  W ~ E  con- 
s idered most decirable  t o  make a night  landing i n  o rder  t o  reduce the 
ef fec t iveness  of enemy observat ion.  

Tho height and flow of the  t idec  also were cont ro l l ing  fac tora .  
Beginning about three hours after high t i d e ,  the flow of the  water i n  
the landing areas  was so f a s t  t h a t  l e n d i n g  c raf t  would not have sur’- 
f i c i e n t  t i n e  t o  discharge t h e i r  personnel and p u l l  away from shore. 

Cn the other  har.d, at low water the landing c r a f t  would bc  
grounded so f a r  out that the  a s s a u l t  t roops would have been forced  t o  
advance a c r c s s  a wide s t r i p  of exposed beaches as  well a s  over i r r ey la r  
areas  covered by deep pools of water. 

A landing at high water had many advantages, but these were 
o f f s e t  by the  fac t  that t h e  underwater obstacles  were so emplzced as 
t o  o f fe r  m a x i m u m  in te r fe rence  a t  high t i d e ,  

The best  compromise so lu t ion  was decide& t o  be t h r e e  hours  
beforo h i g h  t i d e  and one hour a f t c r  i i r s t  l igh t .  

The day when t h e  above condi t ions would be  most fevorabfe was 
oonnidered t o  be 2 May. Ro:vever, with the  delay required by the  change 
in plan f o r  the  increase i n  a s s a u l t  Civlsioiis and landing areas, t h e  
dete  was postponed t o  a a r l y  June. 

Since i t  a leo  was des i rab le  t o  have a moonlight night  t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  the airborne drop and the v i s u a l  bombing of beach defenses ,  
a dote had to be se lec ted  when favorable  t i d a l  end noonlisht  condi- 
tions would coincide. The d a t e  ‘or the a t tack  was therefore  oet f o r  
the per iod 5 - 7 June, when the  moon awi t i d a l  condi t ions would a g a i n  
be favorable .  36 

P r e l i n i n p r y  air opers t ions  p r i o r  t o  D-Day proceeded according 
t o  p l y .  I c i e d i a t e l y  a f i o c t i n g  the forthcoming beachhead operat ions.  
the  m a ~ o r i t y  of thc r a i l r o a d  centers  i n  the  hdgenent  Area had been 
k?Jbed t o  such an oxtent t h a t  they  were of l i t t l e  us0 t o  the  eneny.37 
Gnly one of the road bridgos between Conflans and 3ouen inclunive 
remained i n t a c t .  3 o i b e r  Qttnckfi on ra i l  r o l l i n &  ~ t o c k  and road t r a f f i c  
s e r f o i s l y  ilmicbilisod t r a f f i c  west o f  the  Soinc and north o f  the  h i r e  
River. 38.39,40 I n  addi t ion  t o  a t t a c k s  on coas ta l  defenses ,  a i r  a t t e z k s  
a s t e n d i w  east and north of the Seine River had been and were being 
car r ied  out  according t o  covor plms t o  deceive the  eneny as t o  our 
i n t c n t i  ons. 

By 3 June tho a s s a u l t  forces  were assernbled f o r  the  cros6- 
Chaurtel movement i n  Nrt6 i n  Southorn England. 
scheduled f o r  5 June and was t o  be preaeded by an a i rborne  drop and 
naval and air bombarbent of tho  baach dofenses. 

The landing was 

Cn 4 June the forecas t  of 6ea and wind condition6 in the  
Channel f o r  the  following d a y  WR.O consldored t o  be too unfavorable. 
The Su;3reme Comrmder thereugon postponed the assault f o r  24 hours. 

The forocast  f o r  5 June iiidicated some improvement i n  condl- 
t ions from l a t e  oftcrnoon o f  th6  5 t h  t o  t h e  af ternoon of the  6th.  
followed. by an indof in i to  per iod  of unfavoroblc wind end sea  condi t ions.  

Genaral Eiseilhowcr was now required t o  choose between i n i t i a -  
t in6  the  operation for thwith o r  postponing it. Any f u r t h e r  delay would 
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have necessitated a postponenent of approxinately f o u r  weeks before  
proper condi t ions o f  t i d s  and moon would eppear again and t h i s  would 
of course reduce the period available f o r  a canpaign before tho onset  
o f  wintor;  inoreover, part of the forces wcrc already i n  the  nnrslialling 
areas, others  were loaded and br iofed  f o r  tho opcrat ion,  and $one of  
t h e  a s s a u l t  troops were on tho Channel. 
Eisenhower d i r e c t e d  t h a t  the opcra t ion  procecd tha follotring day. 

A t  0400 hours 5 June, Gciura l  
41 
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3EVESQR3Pl'S L-&:NG TO CILUGZ OF PT&5 

55. I n  the  morning hours  of 6 J u n e  1044, under contjnuous air  
cover, nnd behind Rdditionnl rir bombardnent of coas ta l  defenses and 
onera t ions  t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  b n t t l e  a rea ,  and behind navp.1 g m f i r e  support ,  
t h e  co;..bined hnerican - Br i t i sh  fo rces  drove ashore on the l o r r w d y  
coast. Or. t h e  rit;ht, t he  VI1 U . S .  Corps, ass i s ted  by an a i rborne  
drop some s i x  hours h e a d  of the seaborne assaul t ,  secured a firii beach- 
head; f a r t h e r  t o  the  eas t ,  the v U.S .  corps est blished and naintainad. 
R foot;iold desp i t e  unexpected ene:v ~ t r e n ; t h . ~ ~ '  Fa.rther +nstva.rd, t he  
Second B r i t i s h  &my, with a i rborne  ass i s tance ,  nusf?ed inland t o  the 
rtporoaches cf Bayem and Caen (see h p  Xo 3) .  
t h e  th ree  landings  r emined  unliniced, i t  was apmrent  thRt t t e  D-Day 
oDerat ions had been successful.  

By ni;htfall ,  althougq 

During the  following wsek the  landings were merzed i n t o  a 
secure  beachhead, and l i n i t e d  advences vere nfule i n  a l l  d i r ec t ions .  
VI1 U.S. brps cut  the  Cotentin Peninsula on 18 June, and the  newly 
a r r ived  VI11 U.S .  CorTs blocked the  south  s ide  of the cor r idor  thus  
formed. ?hereaf te r ,  VI: U.S. Corps s w g  raoidlv north t o  converje on 
Cherborlrg. The f i r s t  najor p o r t  was The c i t ?  Capitulated on 27 June. 
won. 

b:ith the  Second B r i t i s h  &my i n i t i a t e d  a se r ies  of a t t acks  designed t o  
gRin adrti t ional nmeuver room and the  key t e r r a i n  f ea tu res  c o n s i d o r d  
oseent in l  f o r  a l i n e  of drparture f o r  R genr r r l  offensive. On 9 July 
I B r i t i s h  Corps captured the  v i t n l  conmunicntioc center of Cam, and 
on 16 Ju ly  t h e  equally ixportant town o f  St Lo f e l l  t o  Xu( U.S. Corps. 
With Cam end S t  Lo i n  Al l ied  h m d ,  with tha a r r ive1  of f resh  in fan t ry  
rnd ar:iored div is ions ,  an& v i th  nountlng stocks of aupplies and equip- 
ment avRiIable,  the stnge WAS set f o r  a nowerful th rus t  to  rench the  
base o f  t he  Cotentin Peninsuln as a prelude t o  a drive fo r  the  Br i t t any  
por ta .  Tho a r e a  se lec ted  f o r  t h e  offensive WAS the  n ln teau  inass Tup.- 

nin,.: denc.rd1y u e s t  f ron  St Lo t o  Coctancee. 
t he  S t  Lo a r ea ,  the B r i t i s h  i ~ ~ l e a s h o d  ran flrmored flttack an t t e  Caen - 
Fa la i sc  a i s  on 1 B  July. H o s t  of tho ,gin8 here were erased by ene:.iy 
counterp , t txks ,  but the. Aiversion o f  Gercnn strength aid& the  s u b s e  
quent nfiSR1llt of the  F i r s t  Army. 

F i r s t  U.S. m-yv regroilprd t o  the south o f  the  bedhhead and 

To d ive r t  a t t en t ion  f ron  

On 25 Zuly, following a tremendous sa tura t ion  Eonbing of enemy 
defenses a long  the  St Lo - P e r i e r s  road, F i r s t  U.S. Army p ie rced  the  
Germ= l i n e  and by 30 July reached Orenvilla on the west coast of the  
peninsula. AS t he  e n t i r e  F i r s t  *iRY suung southunrd, p ivot ing  on t h e  
B r i t i s h ,  ermored c o l m s  advanced nenrly t o  Avrmches against  only 
sporadic r a s i s t ance .  an 22 July, the F i r s t  Canadian Army became 
opera t iona l  with Lieu tenmt  General Xenry D, G. Crerar ig command. 
On 1 A w s t ,  t he  F i r s t  Canadiflr. Army m d  the Second B r i t i s h  Army, now 
making up 21 Arcy Oro',p, were mnintaining steady pressure towards 
&,bise nnd Beny Bocage., Cn the  B R ~ O  a v ,  12th xrrqv Group m d  Third 
U.S,  Army becnme oaerntionnl.  t h e  former assuming commd of F i r s t  and 
Third U.S. Armies, with Generd 0" a. Bradley commanding 12th Army 
Group, General Courtney H. Hodges comwding F:rst Army, nnd Gencrcl 
George S. Pat ton ,  Jr in  command o f  Third Army. While t h e  F i r s t  Army 



drove the  Gorums back against  the  l i n o  ibr ta i r .  - V i m ,  Th rd  Amy, 
v i t h  the p r i n c i p a l  mission of securing the Br i t tany  ports,'7 pcured 
arror and machnnizod cavalry south, c a ~ t u r i n g h v r n n c h e s  and t h c  bridgpoa 
over tho Sco and Sclunc Rimrs on the afternoon of 1 August. 

Under thc inpact  of the  Third U.S. Army blow, t h e  G o n a n  l o f t  
flank c r m b l c d  and by 2 August armored oloments were at Rennos and 
probing dcop in to  the Br i t tany  Pcrinsula. %hind thcso spaarhcods the 
o n t i r o  Third Bruy was pouring throu& t'no Avranches @F. 
continusd t o  r e s i s t  stubbornly tho advrvlcc of 21 Army Group and F i r s t  
U.S. Army, but  tho Third Army penotFations t o  tho south and a a s t  o f  tho 
S e l u c  Rivor and i n t o  the  pcnlnsula. wcrc uncheckod by ser ious opposition. 
Although tho Gcrmar. Comandor-in-Chief s t i l l  v a s  capable of  mounting 
s t r o n g  countcrat tacks,  h i s  nobilit:? bas 1ir.iitGd by constant a t t a c k s  by 
A l l i a d  air units, and tho opan lcft f lank of ths  tkrman l i n s  was an 
i n v i t a t i o n  which rzceivod tho full a t t e n t i o n  o f  the Al l ied  Hi& Conmiid. 

ThS cneuy 

C ? i & i G E  OF ?ii3 - DRIVZ l'O&RD OXLZAiiS GA? 

66. A n t i c i m t i o n  o f  hvolomicnts .  As c a r l y  as June, tho  planning 
s t n f f s  o f  tho  i l l i c d  H i &  Cormrend had visunlizod that events m i g h t  
d o w l o p  a8 thoy now WCM unfoldi3g on the ground. This p a r t i c u l n r  
scqaenco of CVCnts and circunstancos wns forecast  i n  Plan ''Lucky Strikon, 
a s c r i o s  of s tudios  bawd an tho possiblo accolorat ion o f  Ovorlard 
t inings.M Pkn B of Luclcy S t r i k e  was prcr.iisad upon the condi t ions thnt: 

a. No a D r c c i a b l e  encny forcco wore l o f t  i n  the B r i t t a n y  
Peninsula. 

b. FCM, if any, cncny forces  vorc in thc  Rrca b c t u s a  thc 
Loi rz  Rivor and tho l i n e  Lava1 - Lo iians - Chnrtros. 

c. Fo atrong ioblla oneray forcos w r o  south of the L o i r c .  i n  
b r i c f ,  tho plan w s  basad on tho assw.iption tha t  a virtually opan flank 
hnd bcon crcatcd.  

The A l i i s d  plan of a c t i o n  contor.iplaL,cd a s t r a i g h t  dr ivc  cas t  
with 21 Army Group end a port ion 3 f  tho J.S. fOrCC6, and s inul tnncously,  
A r idc  siroep with a s t r o n g  U.S. amorud forcc along tho  north bank o f  
thc  Loiro t o  block tho Paris - OrlOAnS gap and thoronfter  coopcrato 
with tho o t h c r  nmies  i n  the des t ruc t ion  o f  Goman arnica wst o f  tho 
S o i n 0 . ~ 9  A t  the s a m ~  t i n c ,  o p r a t i o n s  i n  Br i t tany  would proccod v i t h  
a nlnir.uri of troogs. 

67, Thc Xoow Dircct ivc.  i'resontod on 3 i q u e t  with Rn a c t u a l  
EitUation conpvablc t o  t h s  forogoine;, which made tho dos t ruc t ion  of 
tho  GcrmE Sevonth rim$ west o f  tho  Scino n cl is t inct  possibility, tho 
Supromo A l l i c d  Cwmandcr hastcnod t o  c q l o i t  it and diroctad thnt: 

B r i t t a n y  Pcnlneulc, rnke i t s  m i n  e f f o r t  t o  the o a s i , ~ s  d r i v i n g  with 
s t r o n g  arnorod iorcoa or. tho gonerel  axis lava1 - L a  Kons - Chnrtros. 

'0. First 3.S. "my, Socond Br i t163  &my, nnd F i r s t  " d i m  

a. Third U.S. a m y ,  lcav ing  only nininun f o  e a  t o  c l c n r  tho 

Arny n a i n t a i n  r c l o n t l o s s  pressure 011 tho enemy ar.d by continucd s t rong  
a t t a c k 8  prcvont his disengager.ient.51 

c. Plans t o  bc conplotod f o r  an airborne oparation t o  sa ico  tho 
h a r t r o s  a roa  t o  block tho  ? a r l s  - Orleans gap and assist thc  driva of 
tho Third iirny.52 
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FACTCRS IHFLL~KI iVG I1EDIREc!CIOW OF EFFORT 

Ground Force Considerations 

68. Ener?.!r Si tuat ion.  AS l a t e  a s  rid-July, the Gerrm E i g h  Connand 
was rat  convinced tha t  t h e  Nornandy l a d i n g s  const i tuted the  s i n g l e  
nain Al l ied  e f f o r t  on the At lan t ic  corret. 
i n  t h e  Pp.6 de CAlais a rea ,  they had naintained there the  bulk of t h e  
Gerrw Fi f teenth  Amy.  Vhile t h e  second landing rer.iained, i n  t h e i r  
ninds, an Al l ied  capabi l i ty ,  the Pas de  Calais force8 could not be 
thinned appreciably t o  re inforce  the traops in the Cotentin area.53 

Fearing a poss ib le  lrnding 

Meanwhile, t h e  Gernan scher~e of defense had been t o  conta in  
the Al l ied  f o r c e s  i n  the  Nornandy br idgehed  at a l l  c o s t s  t o  p revent  
t h e i r  e x y n s i o n  t o  the ,Seine. In short ,  they apparently intended t o  
f i g h t  the b a t t l e  of France i n  the  Yornandy bocage. 
cormitnent of Drac t ica l lv  a l l  reserves  i n  France, except the  F i f t e e n t h  
Amy and t h e  we& Nineteenth Amy guarding the I.'iediterrmean approaches. 
In  t h e  bridgehead area,  infantry a t t r i t i o n  required t h e  continued u s e  
of ATmared k i t s ' t o  b o l e t e r  f r o n t  l i n e  tefenses. Consequently, ' . 

although t h e  German p lan  was to  maintttin a mobile s t r i k i n g  f o r c e  t o  
dea l  with a ser ious  t h r e a t ' a r  t o  launch a C 

'Lhis required t h e  

teroffensive,  constant  
&lied pressure  prevented i t s  const i tut ion.  Y 

As a result, when the breakthrough occurred with the full 
weight of Al l ied  power behind i t ,  the Germans w e r e  unable t o  apply 
ef fec t ive  countermeasures because: 

a. The des t ruc t ion  of t h e  Seine br idges and Allied air 
suuremacg made impossible t h e  rap id  s h i f t  of the  Pas d e  Calais  d iv i -  
sions. The only a v a i l s b l e  route  was t h r o w  P a r i s  find i t  wa3 inedequate 
t o  maintain properly t h s  d iv is ions  already engaged. Al l ied  air  forces,  
aided by good weother, were dr iv ing  even s m d l  convoye from the r o d s  
during dayl ight .  Therefore, while they might es tab l i sh  a defense l i n e  
along the  Seine, the German d iv is ions  from the Pas d e  Calais a r e a  could 
not be employeti t o  o p o s e  an Allied advance t o  that  r i v e r ,  

b. No other appreciable  reserves  were on  hand o r  remotely 
ava i lab le :  

(1) Host of the armored farces  i n  Prance had been 
used in counterfittacks o r  t o  bo le te r  f ront  l i n e  
defenses. 

The B r i t t w  gar r i son  already had been thinned t o  t h e  
minimum i n  an attempt t o  l i m i t  the A l l i e d  Rdvancee 
during Ju ly ,  

The hssien d r i v e  which started in miLJuly m a d e  
improbable the  r e c e i p t  o f  fur ther  .forces E r o n  the 
&,st ern Front. 

With an Allied striking force poised i n  the Er'editer- 
rmean,  f u r t h e r  subs tan t ia l  hd.p was not a v a i l a b l e  
from Southern o r  Central France. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

69. Terra in  and l ea ther .  me zone of operations for the  eastward 
d r i v e  of Third U . S .  Army vas c lear  of bocage features .  
r o l l i n g  t o  f l a t ,  and re+ete  with good roads, i t  was an ideal area f o r  
t h e  employment of armored and motorized forces. 

Open, gent ly  



The Loire  River, Jnich formed the  southern b o u n d q  of Thi rd  
U.S. ArKv, cons t i tu ted  a useful b a r r i e r  f o r  protect ion of Third Ar4y 's  
extended r i g h t  f lank.  
been destroyed md the  remainder were under cons tmt  air s u r v e i l l m c e . 5  

Nearly a l l  br idges from Nmtes t o  Orleans had 

P r i n c i p a l  t e r r a i n  obs tac les  t o  the  advance were thc iiayenne 
and Sarthe Rivera, both s izable  streams. 
however, made i t  h i & l y  impfobable t h a t  h e  could organize along them. 
Undefemied, they could be bridged in  a matter of hours by a v a i l a b l e  
equipment: moreover, at t h e  See and Selune Rivers t h e  en,- had had no 
in tegra ted  plan. f o r  prepared demolitions. 
be t m e  a long  t h e  Third Army's route  of advance, and speed m i g h t  even 
secure br idges  i n t a c t .  

The s t a t e  of the  enemy, 

' h e  6me s i t u a t i o n  could well 

The forecas t  for the  cont inuat ion of dry weather favorsd un- 
l i m i t e d  manouver by tanks and other  mechanized equipment. 

70. , OKn Forces. Progress  in Bri t taqv  tad been rapid. Speed, 
deception, t h e  thinning of the  defending garrison during the  preceding  
month, and some contiibutSon f r o n . t h e  French res i s tance  groups in t h e  
peninsula  had combined t c  win f o r  t h e  A l l i e s  a s izable  por t ion  of  
Br i t tany  by 3 August. The one U.S. Corps i n  Bri t tany was a s t r i d e  d l  
t h e  v i t a l  and unimpaired routes  of communications from the  p o r t s .  

The with?.rawal of  the  remaining eneqv forces  i n t o  the  f o r t r e s s  
p o r t  c i t i e s  forecas t  s iege  operat ions as  a prelude t o  capture. The 
excel lence of t h e  outer  and inner defenses of Brest  and. t h e  s i z e  of i t a  
gar r i son ,  nnde i t  s l a i n  t h a t  t h e  reduction of t h i s  p o r t  c i t y  would take 
t ime.55 

prime considerat ion of t h e  Supreme Al l ied  Command.57 
f o r  such a s t roke  i n  the  Vest, i n  conjunction with t h e  campaign t o  
s e c u e  the Lodgement Area, had been only a p o s s i b i l i t y  here tofore .  
Nay the r a p i d i t y  with which operat ions hvd proceeded fol lowing the  
S t  Lo breakthrough, and the  p o s i t i o n s  of the  opposing nrmies, p resented  
a favorable  opportunit:r t o  destroy t h e  German forces  west of t h e  
~ e i n e . 5 8  

The t o t a l  defea t  o r  des t ruc t ion  Of the  German forces  was t h e  
The oppor tuni ty  

Immediately ava i lab le  t o  prosecute  the a t tack  t o  the  e a s t  were 
t h r e e  f r e s h  aruored d i v i s i o n s  and three  infantry d iv is ions .  A s  soon 
a s  t h e  two armored d i v i s i o n s  i n  Bri t tany,  now engaged only in conta in ing  
missions, could be re l ieved  by infan t ry  u n i t s  they could be employed t o  
r e i n f o r c e  t h e  dr ive.  Similar ly ,  the two armored d iv is ions  with F i r s t  
U. S. Army could be s idesl ipped i n t o  t h e  !bird u. S. Army zone a t  a l a t e r  
da te .  USO, t h e  somewhat convergent a t tacks  of 21  Army Group and Third 
Army, progress ive ly  narrowing t h e  F i r s t  Array f ront ,  would permit t h e  
r e l e a s e  of some infantr!. d iv is ions  t o  the  Third Army f o r  employment i n  
Br i t tany .  Las t ly ,  t h e  impending a s s a u l t  on Southern France would . p i n  
down enemy f a r c e s  south of the  Lolre. 

71. Logis t ica l  Factors .  The opening of the B r i t t a n y  p o r t s ,  parti- 
cularly B r e s t  and t h e  Quiheron Bay area, vas  still an i m p o r t a n t  item 
i n  Al l ied  strategy, because it was considered that  un less  they were in 
operat ion at an e a r l y  d a t e ,  the  U.S. b u i l b u p  would be unfavorably 
affected.59 
main effort might delay the capture  of these por t s ,  such delay was 
expected t o  be of short  dura t ion  -- the  advances of 21 Army Croup a n d  
Tl7.11-d Army would soon pinch out several  F i r s t  U.S, Army d i v i s i o n s ,  
which could be made ava i lab le  f o r  t h e  aseaul t  on these por t s .  

However, iahile the red i rec t ion  o f  the Third U.S. Army's 



Cherbourg, the  only major o o r t  av i lab le ,  began reca lv ing  
sup+es at the  expected r a t e  by 3 *st.' %e plenned development 
of t h e  p o r t ,  however, had been revised upward and i t  was a n t i c i p a t e d  
t h a t  i t 6  capaci ty  soon could be increased t o  twice t h e  an t ic ipa ted  peak 
tonnage.61 The beaches, achedd6d t o  remain operative t rough D + 90, 
were rece ivblg  suppl ies  i n  BXCess Of original estimates.it2 The d e v e l o p  
m a t  of minor p o r t s  on t h e  Cotentin Peninsula increased the t o t a l  d a i l y  
tonnage. Nevertheless, although by 1 August the U.S. supply build-up 
had almost reached the  p l y &  f i g u r e  i n  t o t a l  tonnage, shortages 
exis ted i n  s p e c t f i c  items. 3 

Haintenance and service f a c t o r s  were not a l toge ther  favorable .  
Combat t roops had been landed i n  excess of olanned estimates but  a t  the 
emenee of se rv ice  uni ts .  Consequently, the developing shortage o f  
service u n i t s  fareshadowed increaeing d i f f i c u l t y  in extendd operat ions.  
Railroad development was insuf f ic ien  
problem which would a r i s e  in 
l ikewise could not be expected t o  sUDp1,ly Any considerable quant i ty  of 
gasol ine t o  forward a reas  f o r  some time.65 

t o  ameliorate the  t r a n s n o r t a t i o n  
Pipel ines  under cons t ruc t ion  

Brrangemente were made f o r  air del ivery of R 

concluded t h a t  capac i t ies  o f  t h e  ava i lab le  por t s  rtnd beaches, t h e  u s e  
of  onerat ional  reserves ,  the maximum employment a f  t ruck t rnnspor ta t ion  
at the expense of moper maintenance, and the  assis tance expected from 
the A i r  Force, would support a d r i v e  t o  the  Seine River. 
the Seine Rive, vas depadent  on many unknown factore ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on 
the  r a t e  at which rail f c i l i t i e s  could be develoned t o  r e l i e v e  t ruck  

1 neroantage 
O f  Class I and 111 repuirements t o  forward ar!q areaE, E?? and it was 

Support beyond 

t ransport  i n  r e s  areas .  g 7 

A i r  Force Considerations 

72. sr~ S:tuntion. hemy air e f f o r t  i n  the  bridgehead a r e a  had 
been ineffective bince E-Dav. 
forces  had been reconnaissance and s2oradic bombing a t tacks  by a 
l imited numbez of c r a f t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  at night. bemy fighter s t r e s g t h  
was engaged pr imar i ly  in defending ins ta l la t ione  aga ins t  Al l ied  s t rR-  
t e g i c  bombing, and i t s  employment on a ser ious sca le  in  ground a t t a c k  
on Allied columns wes not Rnticipstod.68 

The so lo  a c t i v i t y  d i rec ted  Rgainst Allied 

73. Terra in  end h a t h e r .  Because of the  open t e r r a i n ,  t h e  zone 
O f  Operations of Third U.S. Army f a c i l i t a t e d  clo-e and e f f e c t i v e  recon- 
naiasance and f i g h t e r  bomber operat ions i n  f ront  of columns by U.S.  air 
forces. 

Favorable weather forecas ts ,  coupled with long dayl ight  hours, 
insured continuous air cover and t a c t i c a l  bombing during the  p r o j e c t e d  
advance. 

74. Own Forces. Vith air supremaoy assured within the  Lodgement 
A r m ,  t h e  f u l l  Wight of t a c t i c a l  air oommande could be di rec ted  t o  
offensive missions, Suf f ic ien t  f i g h t e r  bomber basee were a v a i l a b l e  on 
t h e  Co t i n e n t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  timely br ie f ing  and oontinuoiis column 
0 0 v e r . ~ 9  The Seine and Loire  Bivor bridges could be kept p a r t i a l l y  o r  
CODiuletelv destroyed and enwy crossing attempts constant ly  hpzaased. 

The development of an excel lent  s p t w  of air-ground lieison 
for m o r e d  column covet, achieved by the  t a c t i c a l  e ir  command in t h e  
Ninth A i r  Force end the  U.S.  Armies of t h e  12th Army Group, i n  which 



d i r e c t  comunica t ion  was obtained batiroon p i l o t s  and t a c t i c a l  a ir  
l i a i s o n  PCrSOnnCl moving with lead ing  tank elemonts, had groatly in- 
creased tho r a d d i t y  with which tho air c o w r  could ass19t  t h e  al-inorcd 
columns. As a consequence, the boldnoss and amross iveness  o f  t h o  
armored u n i t s  wcrc enhanced. 

Phc a t t a c k s  aga ins t  road t r a f f i c  imre ser ious ly  c r i p p l i n g  t o  
German m 0 b i l i t y . 7 ~  
QXQCution of f i g h t e r  bombor missions against  any s i g n i f i c a n t  VoVOfilCnt 
of enemy rcinforcsmonts t o  the b a t t l o  araa o r  enemy forces  retreating 
before  thc advanco o f  the Al l ies .  

Tho s i t u a t i o n  was oxtromely favorable for t h o  

OPERMIONS AFPZR TEE MKXGE OF PLhN71 

75. Advance clomonts raachod iiagcnnc and Lava1 on 2 and 6 d U g U s t ,  
respoct ivc ly ,  and the  dr ive  continuad tomrds  'Le rians.7 In  p. d c o p o r a t o  
at tempt  t o  cut  tho hvranchcs cor r idor  and i s o l a t e  Third U.S. A m y ,  t h o  
enomy launched an a t t a c k  with f i v o  armorod divlBi0nS a g a i n s t  t i o r t a i n  
on 7 August. One Third Army d i v i s i o n  was i m d i a t e l y  r e l c a s c d  t o  First 
U.S. Army f o r  cmploymant at Hortain whilo others  were hold i n  tho 
kvranches a r c a  as a reeerve forcc. Whilo recognition wa6 givon t o  tho 
s e r i o u s  t h r o a t  posod by t h e  German a t tack ,  i t  was ccnsiderod that  tho 
Third Army advance promised such swooping success that  i t  c o u l d  n o t  
await t h e  outcome of the tiortain a c t i o n ,  and consoquently 1 2 t h  Army 
Group orderod a cont inuat ion o f  t h e  castxard dr ive.  
opera t ing  bchind oxcel lent  t a c t i c a l  a i r  o p c r a t i m s ,  roachcd t h o  l i n c  o f  
t h e  Sartho and Lo llana on 9 August; at tho same time, on t h o  prt:miso 
that F i r s t  U.S. Army could hold tho Gcrman a t t a c k ,  the remain ing  Third 
Army d i v i s i o n s  i n  tho hvranchos a r o a  woro dirocted eastward on tho  
Lava1 - Le I'ians ax is .  
wae complotcly i n  rear  o f  tho German Sovonth hrny and tho a t t a c k  wa.8 
r c d i r e c t e d  nor thwrd  on the  a x i s  klencon - Sees i n  conjunct ion  v r i t h  a 
21 Army Group e f f o r t  south through Pa la i se  t o  complcte tho o n c i r c l o m o n t  
of t h e  German forces.73 krmored clsments o f  Third hrmy were i n  t h o  
o u t s k i r t s  of Argcntan by  12 hugust, whero the advance was halted t o  
avoid 
hr1uy.7~ Tho latter 's  attacz, howovor, had  bccn slowed by dilt0ri:linocI 
enomy ros is tanco  i n  tho v i c i n i t y  o f  Falaiso and, although d l l l c d  air 
and long-range a r t i l l e r y  i n f l i c t o d  s c w r o  lossos on tho f leeing onony 
formations,  a l 5 - m i l ~  oscapo gap r e m i n c d  cgcn f o r  63me t i m o .  Ncnn- 
while  the Socoiid B r i t i s h  and r'irst U.S. drnics  madc c o n s i d a r a b l o  
progress  a e i n s t  tho western shrruldcrs of tho enemy pocket. 
Third Army resumod i t s  eastward advmcc to  tfantcs - Gossicourt  t o  cut 
the  main German supply l i n o  from Par i s ,75  tho Third Army 

quent ly  vorc ordorod t o  a t t a c k  north t o  offoct  n junct ion w i t h  thc 
Canadians. The t r a p  a s  closed on olomonts of 15 enemy d i v i s i o n s  at 
Chambois on 19 August. Enemy lossas included 7O,OOO k i l l e d  a n d  c a p  
tured.  
wae destroyed as a f i g h t i n g  force.77 

(3cneral dloxandor I!. Patch, with eloncnts  of tha French A r m y  attached, 
aeaaul tod  tho  coast of SouthGrn Franco bctmon Cannas and Tcrulon. The 
a s s a u l t  l anding  wa5 made by the VI U.S. Corps with a French combat tQam 
at tached ,  coordinated with an a i rborns  drop by Amorican-British wra  
troopers  (See Map u). Following up t h o  assaul t  forces  w i t h  &-on& Army 
Qn, under command of General Joan de L a t t r s  de Tassigny. 
a c t i o n ,  the a t t a c k i n g  forces  secured the bcachhmd and, a d v a n c i n g  rnL>ifily 
northward, on 2a August capturod Nontelimar i n  the &one Val loy .  

Spearheads ,  

By 11 August a s i ibstant ia l  port ion o f  T h i r d  drmy 

ntanglement with tho  southward a t t a c k  of tho F i r s t  Canadian  

As tho 

r o o p s  l o f t  
i n  t h e  Argentan a roa  passed t o  tho cont ro l  of F i r s t  Army7 k and subsc- 

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  A l l i e d  operat ion,  the  Gorman S Q v a n t h  Army 

On 15 August the Seventh U.S. Army, under command of L i e u t o n a n t  

By agg;roaaivo 
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On 19 A u y s t ,  Orleans, Chartroe, and Dreux had f a l l e n  t o  thc 
Third U.S.. h n y ,  and a bridgehcad had been establ ished acrose thc  Scino 
at Kantes-Gaasiccurt, j u s t  Wmt of Pert*. 
nopped u? the  poclcct and the tho F i r s t  Canadian Army at tackad along the  
Che.nne1 coast  towards Le Havrc and Roucn, Xrst U.S.  Amy sidcsl ipsod 
in to  tho zone cloarcd by the Third Irny nnd sped eastward. Fron Dreux, 
a s t r o n g  a t t a c k  wo launched north in to  tho B r i t i s h  zone along tho. vcst  

t t o  Seinc t o  cut off  the rcrainiiig German forces  i n  t h i s  z%.?6 On 23 August, F i r a t  Ar:v took owr the Eiantes-Cassicourt bridge- 
head and thc '&id a m y  troops which had scizcd and hs ld  it s t a r t e d  
across  tho Seinc,, Tho following dn?, Third ilrny forced new crossings 
at Holun and Fontaineblcau. 

Ohile the.Seaond B r i t i s h  Bmw 

On 25 Lu:ugust, Par i s  was l iborated.  

I n  tho Br i t tany  Pcninsula, the aswult on Brest cont imod while 
Allied force8 contnincd S t  Xaze.irc nnd Lorlcnt. 
tho can@ign t o  accurc thc Lodgciicnt d ~ c a  

With them omoptions,  
cor.!plote, 

EFFECTS 03 l" CXANGE GF PLAN 

7 6 ,  ddvrmtsms. Tha enc i rc l ing  dr ivc of 12th Aray Group t o  :ho 
Seino acconplishcd the following: 

a. Cainod t h e  l i n o  o f  tho Soine on D f 80, t e n  days ahoad o f  
schedulo, and rcsu l tcd  i n  the wholcsale dcstruct ion of  the bulk of  the 

i t  is probe.blil t h a t  the  Garnan forcos,  e.lthough at groat loss, could 
have oxtricc.ted thcnsolves nnd dclaycd tho All ied advance t o  tho Scine 
considornbly boycnd D 4 go. 

k n t ~ c r p . ~ ~  This nade possible  t h o  c m c c l l a t i o n  o f  Operation Gnastitfll 
and o f  p lans  t o  capture other  South Br i t tany  ports. The abandoxuicnt of 
Chast i ty  vias doairable  because of a_oprccohing wintar waather c.nd 
patcd d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  guEIrdlng convoys p s t  oneay-hold i n s t a l l n t i c n s  i n  
scu th  Bri t tany.  

forcos i n  Ncrthwastorn Fronce.79 Vithout the enc i rc l ing  attack, 

b. > h c i l i t n t o d  tho c a r l y  cepturo of the Soine ports  and 

an t ic i -  

C. Helpcd insure  a rapid adwncc t o  Holland, thc !has, the 
Ardonnos, and thc  liaselle River. 
t u n i t y  t c  rogrou2 bchind the  Soino, subsequent advances undcubtcdly 
would hnvc boon slowsr and nora costly. 

Hnd t'ne Gsrmns >eon given an omor-  

d. Plcrde unnccossnry, as a resu l t  of the rapid ground advance,, 
This i n  t u r n  the  airborno o-wration t o  close thc Paris - Orleans gap, 

rOlD68ed tho  oargo a i r c r a f t ,  earmrlcod for  t h c t  operation, f o r  air 
BUpply o f  the  f i e l d  forces ,  p c r n i t t i n g  a continuation of tho advancc. 

C. h c o l e r a t e d  tho i n i t i a l  BtRgc6 of the All iod canpaig?. Plan 
Overlord had forecas t  a two t o  t h r e e  nonths' delay a f t a r  thQ cnpturo of 
t h e  Lod ?cnt Arca before f u l l  scale offons iw operations could be re- 
sunQd.gFo.AS i t  doveloped, t h i s  p u s 0  would not occur on the  Soin0 and 
L c i r ~ ,  but on the borders of Gonany a n d  tho Netherlands, 

77.  Msadvvnntagus. Thero wero nlso less  favorablo aspects :  

a, Sorious l o g i s t i c a l  cor.iplicntions, with p a r t i c u l a r  roforonca 
t o  support of U.S. forces ,  w r o  foroshnd.ovrcd because: 

(1) The sposd of t h e  ndvanoe had consumed operat ional  
reserves  and had s t r s inod  t ransportat ion f&Ci l i t iQS 
t o  the braalring noint. 



C O N I  I D E N T  I A L  - - - - - - - - - - - -  

(2) Time had. been i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  develop rail l i n e s  o r  
extend pipelines t o  a m y  service areas. 

b. Brest was s t i l l  uncaptured, and o n l y  one major  port -- 
Cherbourg -- was o 2 e r a t i o n a l .  
conpensation could b e  gzfnecl by the e a r l i e r  opening o f  the Seine ports 
And Antwerp. 

It r e n a i n e d  t o  be seen  whether l o g i s t i c a l  



EWFER 1 

BIBLIOGRilPHY 

1. 

2.  

3. 

4, 

5. 

6 .  

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17; 

18. 

Combined Chiefs of S ta f f ,  Final Beuort t o  the  President  an& P r i m  
Ninis te r :  23 Jan 43, (C.C.S. 170 2 . )  

Chiefs of Staf f ,  P ina l  6 a r t  t o  the  President  and P r i m  
Minis ter :  25 b i a ~  43, (C.C.S. 242 
Combined Chiefs of S ta f f ,  D r p f t  b i n d  Report t o  the Pres ihent  and 
Prime Minister: 22 bug 43, (C. C. S. 31913.1 
Combined Chiefs of S ta f f ,  Report t o  t h e  President  and Prime 
Minis ter :  6 Dee 43, (C.C.S. 426/1.) 

Conbind Chiefs  of S t a f f ,  F ina l  Fiwort t o  the President  and Prime 
i . i inis ter ;  %. C i t . ,  23 Jan 43, par. 4 (e) .  

SU.W SCS H i s t o r i c a l  SubSectio'n, History of COSSC 193-1944: 
Kay 44, P. 3. 

Combined Chiefs of S ta f f ,  Draf t  Final  Report to  the Pres ident  and 
Prime Eiinister; h, C i t . ,  22 AW 43, Par. IV 2b. 

u.: Par. ad. 

Offices of the W a r  Cabinet, Chiefs of Staff Committee, Operat ion 
-9 Overlord. 30 Ju ly  43, (COS (43) 416 ( 0 ) ) .  

Combined Chiefs of S t a f f ,  Kessep;e.to SUEIF f o r  General Eisenhower: 
lg0005 Feb 44, (FAGS 7) .  

W, Minutes of Supreme Commenderls Conference. Meeting 130. 1; 
21 Jan 44, Xorfolk House, London. 

21 AI+, I n i t i a l  J o i n t  P lan .  Operation Neptunp; 1 Feb 44, (N.J.C. 
1004 1 I 

First  U.S.  Army, 1944: Annexes Nos! 1 knd 2, P. 22. 

FUSBG, t.ieuoraudum t o  C-3 FUshG, "Revision of Overlord Plan": 
?I Dec 4 7 ,  rrttached t o  le t ter  f r o m  i C / B  k 3 ~  SuS*G' t 0  fG, PuSRDf' 
" h n n s i o n  of Onerntion Overlord"; 5 Jan 44. 

Minutes of Swrgne Cormmder's Conferenco: Op. Cit. 

Eiemorandum t o  C-3 FUSaG, "Revision of Overlorh Plan"; OD, C i t .  

Hinutes of Suprame Commander's Conference;, 09, C i t .  

fb id .  

m o r t  of Operations, 20 October 1 9 3  - 1 Auugust 

- 
m. 
- Ibid. 

SUE!', Hesswes from SCAEF t o  ANAR f o r  Combined Chiefs of S t a f f :  
232300 Jan 43. 



19. Combined Chiefs  of S t e f f ,  Messege t o  SAZF for  General Eisenhower; 
260040 Feb 44, (FACS 13). 

SHJUS', Codeword 'Ohestf ty '  ; 2 MAY 44, (AG 311.5-4 GBI-ANA). 20. 

21. 21 A%, 'iJeDtune1 - CFpture o f  Arae  Required to  Implement the 
P r o j e c t  'Chps t i ty ' ;  28 Apr 44 (21  AGD 00 7 59 G/PlRns).  
%SAG, Plennin Direct ive:  13 Wey & & , ' ( W E  (0 -3 ) ) .  
i'uskc, Plmningk Direc t ive  f o r  Operr t ion:  25 M r i y  44, @JSaG 381 (0 -3 ) ) .  
21 A$, Auwecin t ion  of Poaa ib le  - 
.. a Lodgement - u e a ;  (21 Acp!20651/ 

I, * C I -  

Hq For 
Quiber - 

22. Hq Third  U. S, -my, Out l ine  31pn. Combined. Seeborne end x i r b o r n o  
- A 6 S P U l t  ( T e n t s , .  

23. FUshG, l n g i n e e r  Sect ion,  Iieoort on Overlord Wovcment of Lrnding 
C r r f t  from Goldthorpe b o p  t o  C h r s t i t y  Arm:  19 June 44. 

24. mUG, Minutee of Conference Held by Chief of S t n f f ,  PJSAG: 
22 KL7y 44. 

26. Hq Torword Xchclon, Comunicr t ione  Zone, Develoament o f  the i3r.y o f  
Quibcron: bo. Cit. 

27. x d .  

28, AiU'GXF, Por t  C p p P c i t l e s ,  iiorthwest h o p e  - Ichns t i ty ' :  (Pnclosure 
t o  XF No. X / O g Z l / l ,  13  Apr 44). 

29, w. 
30. U , S .  F l s o t ,  Tnsk Force 1 2 2 ,  Oporr t ion 'Chest i ty ' :  27 May 44 

(CPF 122/A4-3), 

SahEF, L e t t e r ,  G-3 t o  Chief of  S t a f f ;  19 July 44, (381 GDF ( S I M E ~  
1074 GDp)). 

31. 

32, =a. 

33. 

34. 

35, 

36. 

SUW, L e t t e r  from AXXF t o  G-3 Divis ion,  Hovcmcnts & l 'rmspor- 
t a t i o n  Brnnoh; 31 Ju ly  44, (No. 0497/0977/1/1). 

AGp, I n i t i e l  J o i n t  Plan ,  0pert . t ion Beptunc: bo. C i t ,  

Wcr Crbine t .  Chiefe  o f  S t n f f  Committee. Operetion Overlord; Op. O i t .  

First U , S .  a m y ,  Re mt  o f  Oaerct ions 20 October 1943 - 1 August 
w4; OD. C i t . ,  

Uni ted S t e t e s  A i r  Force8 i n  Euroae, *he Contr ibut ion of A i r  Powor 
t o  t h e  DefeF.t of Germmy; 7 Aug $5, 

37. 

38. m. 



39. Ninth Air Force, Ninth Air Force Invasion i c t l v l t l e s ,  April 
through June 1944; 17 Feb 45. 

110. 1 2 t h  AGp, Pr isoner  of WEr In te l l igence  Bul le t in  No. 4/5, E f f e c t s  
o f  U.S. Stra teg ic  End Pactict-1 A i r  Power: 20 URY 45. 

41. U W ,  Lieison end W w  Room Section, NmrEtive Outl ine of  t h e  
&nign i n  Euroue. 

45. F i r s t  U,S, @my, Report o f  Operptiona, 20 Oct 43 - 1 Bug 44; bp. Dit. 
FUiW3, 0-3 Si tua t ion  Reports: 6 June 4& - 1 Bug 44. 

Situo' 
Sect ion.  Rt 

46. -F, G-2 Weekly Sumpry: 10 June 44, Pm. 3. 

47, 12th  AGp, L e t t e r  of Ina t ruc t ions  No, 1; '29 July L4, P. 2,  Prr. Jb. 
48. 21 aOp, Operr t ions Xo, 1 &PX; 27 Juie 44, (21 AG/207Zl/G (P l tna) ) .  

49. z,: p. 3 ,  P r r ,  5 ,  

50. 1 2 t h  e, L e t t e r  of Ins t ruc t ions  l o .  2; 3 xug 44, P. 2 ,  Prr. 3b. 

51. s; P. 2,  Per. 3a. 
Fnc Hq 21  A$, Generrl Ooer; t lonpl  S i tur t ion  
4 Aug 44, (M5161, P. 2, Pm.  13. 

Direct ive;  

52. 

53. iW.EF, I3-2 Weekly Report - Enemy Order of Bett le  i n  the west; 
22 J u l y  44. 

54. SHBEF, Interrognt ion Report of  Blunent r i t t  (GRCC-313) - "C-in-C 
Vest and A l l i e d  Invpelon Plm": PFrri. 15 & 26. 
1nterrog.F t ion Report of von Kunstedt (G3G5-331 - "The IJormPndy 
~ m c i g n " :  Pp. 4, 5, & 6 

55,. 
56. 

w, 5-2 Weekly Summarp; 29 July 44, Pop. 3: 

Third U.9. Army, After  Action Reports V a l ,  11, P c r t  3. 0-2 Annex 12, 
0-2 Per iodic  Report of 2 Aug, Per. 2. 

57. L P c  Bq 21 AGp, General Opero t iond  S1tu:tion end Direct ive;  
Op, C f t . ,  4 bug b4, Prr,. 13. 

58. 12th  AQp, After Action Report for  August 1944 (Results of %err t ion) ;  
Per. 40, 



60. 

61. 

B. 

63.  

64. 

65. 

56. 

67. 

68. 

59. 

70. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

17. 

7%. 

79. 

80. 

81. 

82. 

a. 

~ O L T S ,  o f f i c e  of  Chief Engineer, Cherbourg Por t  Construction; 
5 Ihr 45, P. 136. 

s.: P. 29. 

u.: P. 4. 
m.: P. 7. 

12th A@, G4, F ie ld  Force Logistics: 31 July 44, P. 5. 

Advance Section, Coinmmications Zone, Operational liistory; 
Section 3, Chapter 2 ,  Par. 5. 

12th A%, Pie ld  Force Logis t ics :  %, C i t , ,  P. 7 .  

- Ibid.:  P, 6. 

S W ,  GL2 Veeklv &mnar,V i ? O s .  19 & 20: P a r t s  11, Par.  1. 

SUE?, A i r  Chief :iarshal Leigh-Mallorj, Desoatch: XOV 44, Pars .  333. 
429, & 430. 

?!lnth Air Force, S t a t i s t i c a l  S m a r y  of Xinth A i r  Force b e r a t i o n s .  
16 October 1943 t o  S Ikv 1945. 

12th A$, Dail:r Si tuat ion Reuorta; Aug 44, 

12th A%, Let t e r  o f  In s t ruc t ions  Yo. 1: 6 Auug h4, Par .  3. 

12th A%, Let t e r  of In s t ruc t ions  No. 3 
12th A%, k3, S ~ ~ r ~  of 67erat ion3 of 12th &my G r o s :  Sect ion 3, 
Par. 4. 

12th A%, Lettor  o f  In s t ruc t ions  No. 5; 17 h u g  44, Par. 3b. 

12 th  AGp, After a c t i o n  R e p o r t  f o r  August 1944: 09. C l t . ,  Par 40d. 

?%% - 9 May 45: Chapter 3 .  

12th A+, Addenda t o  Le t t e r  of Inatruct ions No. 3 19 Aug 44, 
Par. 2a. 

12th A$, A f t e r  Action Report f o r  A w s t  1944; $, C i t . ,  Par.  40g. 

hi&. 

Hq Com 2, Office Chief of Transnortation, Xemo t o  .IC o f  S, C-4, 
L W ,  Chas t i t y  Project :  19 July 44. 

Aup 44, Par .  3b. 

5-2, Destruction o f  t he  Cersan Armies i n  Western L r o o e .  

- 

War Cabinet,  Chiefs of Staff Cormittee, @“ation Overlord; 
Oa. C i t . ,  P. 3‘c. 

A i r  Force Studies  and R e p o r t s  

The General Board, U.S. Forces ,  &ragear? Theater of Operation, 
A i r  Power i n  t h e  European Theater of %erat ions:  31 Doc 45. 



b. Uni ted  S t a t e s  A i r  Forces  in  &rope, The Cont r ibu t ion  of A i r  
Power t o  the Defeat of G e r m a s  7 Aug 45. 

c. fu’inth A i r  Force, Ninth A i r  Force Invasion A c t i v i t i e s ,  A p r i l  
Through June 1944; 17 Peb 45. 

Xinth A i r  Force, S t a t i s t i c a l  summary of Ninth A i r  Force Opera t ions ,  
16 October 1 9 3  t o  B May 1945. 

a. 

e. R e o r t  o f  General Omar W ,  Bradley, Piilitary Advisor t o  UPS. 
Strategic Bombing Survey, and A i r  Yfects Committee, 12th Brrily 
Group, Effects of air Power on M i l i t a r y  herations i n  Western 
%rope; 1.5 Jdv  45. 



JECISION AS TO MAIN EFIORT 

78. Concurrently with the completion of preparations f o r  the 
invas ion  of France and the  securing of the Lodgement Area, ulana were 
be ing  p r e p r e d  for  the Al l ied  advance t o  Gormany.1 
t h e  W r ,  the  neares t  of the i n d u s t r i a l  aka6 v i t a l  t o  Qermar. economy, 
would be the  primary object ive i n  Gemany. 
Liege - the M r  was chosen 8 s  the main ax is  of advance, with a sub- 
s i d i a r y  a x i s  on the  l i n e  Verdun - ? b t z  - Saarbniclcen. 
s e l e c t e d  t o  ob ta in  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  maneuver and a f t e r  considerat ion of 
f a c t o r s  such a B  l o g i s t i c s ,  s u i t a b i l i t y  of t e r r a i n  for  armor and f o r  
a i r f i e l d  cons tmct ion ,  and the de ree  of t a c t i c a l  air operations possible  

I t  W & O  decided that 

The l i n e  b i e n s  - Ibubeuge - 
These axes were 

fyom bases  i n  the United Kingdom. 5 

FACTORS 1 X l W B " I X G  THE B C O P T I O I  07 THE ?LAIT3 

General Considerations 

79. I n i t i a l  0b.iective. The Combined Chiefs o f  S ta f f  on 12 February 
1944 assigned General Sisenhower t h e  following task: 

#You w i l l  e n t e r  t h e  Continent of Europe And, i n  conjunction 
with t h e  o ther  United Nations, undertake operations imed a t  the h e a r t  
of Germany and the  des t ruc t ion  o f  h e r  armed forces.[I' 

The Ruhr was the i n i t i a f  s t r a t e g i c  objective selected by t h e  
Supreme Conmander i n  the prosecution o f  h i s  mission because i t  was the  
m a t  imwrtant economic region i n  Western Gemany. 

80. Poss ib le  Courses o f  Action t o  Achieve the i;ission. Courses o f  
a c t i o n  open were: 

a. T o  advance southeast from the Lodgement Area i n  a n  e f f o r t  
t o  c u t  off the CArman u n i t s  in Southern France and defeat  the enemy forces 
i n  d e t a i l .  

b. l o  advance oastward from the Lodkement Area with the nain 
t h r e a t  d i r e c t e d  south of the Ardennes toward :'let2 and the Saar. 

c. To advance i n  a nor theas te r ly  d i rec t ion  with the  object  of 
s t r i k i n g  d i r e c t l y  at the -Ur by the  route north of the  Ardennes. 

d. A combination of b and c above. 

81. Possible  Subsidiary Omrat ions.  Operations in to  Southern f i a n c e  
from the  liediterranean and in to  Southwestern Trance f rom t h e  Lodgement 
Area were considered subsidiary t o  the  primary riission. The guiding prin- 
c i p l e  in d s t e r m n i n g  the  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  auch operations vas that the  
mission o f  s t r i k i n g  at the hear t  of Carmany kms -narmount, and no t roops 
should be d iver ted  unless  by so doing they !:auld contr ibute  more e f f e c t i v e l y  



t o  t h e  success of  t h e  main operat ion than i f  they were used f o r  d i r e c t  
reinforcement of t h s  main force i n  the  north. 

a. Southwestern France. I t  '.JW bel ieved that operat ions i n t o  
Southwstcrn  France w o u l l  not cont r ibu te  t c  the r a i n  mission except f o r  
:>ossible b e n e f i t s  der ive& from occupation o f  t h e  port o f  3ordeau:. I1 
vas plenned t h a t  i f  the krmans  should evacuate the Bordeaux area, a 
smll force  would be moved overland t o  occupy ant, i n  conjunction with 
riaunl forces ,  open the port .  

b. Southern Prance. Although the a c t u a l  execution o f  Operation 
Dragoon by i;editerranean Theater Sorcse had not been decided on p r i o r  t o  
the Overlord S k y ,  i t  was recognized t h a t  an  assault landing and subse- 
quent operation6 i n  Southern France w u l d  cons t i tu te  a considerable  ccn- 
t r i b u t i o n  t o  an A l l i e d  ndvnnco and would pcrrmit a coordinated e f f o r t  t o  
cu t  o f f  o r  des t roy  part of the enemy clcmente i n  grancc. I t  would also 
opon a d d i t i o n a l  por t  and. rail f a c i l i t i e s .  

Ground Force Considerations 

82. 3nem.v Si tua t ion?  A study of probable German lines of a c t i o n  
ruwalsd that the  enemy wes l i k o l y  t o  :lake mcces- ive s tands on: 

a. The l i n e  o f  tha Scine,  with P a r i s  as a pivot .  

b. Tho l i n o  of the Somie t o  thE Argonno. 

C. A l i n e  a long  the  f l a t ,  e a s i l y  flooded t e r r a i n  from Calais 
t o  Ostcnd t o  Xaubeugo, including numerous conals and ninor  Streams; thenco 
t o  the  Argonne. 

d. The l i n e  Antwerp - Xamr - ;;EuBc. 

e. D.8 wataruays covoring tho Siogfr iad Line, and the Siogfr ied 
Uno I t 8 C l f .  

Tho enany bin6 chTocted t o  hold thc coast north of  Le HRvro and 
t o  keen some forces  on the 3 iscay  and iicditerranean coasts .  
t h e s e  e x p m t a t i o n s ,  i t  was considered neccsear:' t o  k c c o t h e  campaign 
f l u i d  i n  nrdor t a  avoid a s s a u l t i n g  heavi ly  defcndcd r ivur  l inos .  

Based on 

It was c s t i n a t c d  that after tho capturc  of  t h e  Lodgement Area 
the  Gormns would have ava i lab lc  no mora than 55 divis ions in t h e  West,.  
inc luding  20 i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  asc tors  and 35 i n  the b n t t l c  orea. 
nent  with 26 a d d i t i o n e l  d iv is ions  ~12.8 poss lb lo  if  tho cnomy evacuated 
uormy,  Donnark, and 2hc Aegean I s l a n d s ,  and withdrew t o  the nlps ir. 
I t a l y .  Conslderablo a t t r i t i o n  of encmy mn?ouer, tanks, a i r c r a f t ,  and 
crows w e  ant io ipa tcd .  

Rcinforce- 

.- 

I t  was expectcd t h n t  noa t  o f  the onom:. forces ,  except t h e  
c o s s t n l  d iv is iona ,  would be withdrawn from Southcrn and Southuestarn 
Z%CO during the c a a p i @  f o r  thc Lodgement Arcs. Xowver, a ince thcre  
rrould bo no serious thront  t o  conmunicafions betwoez Southern Francc and 
G e r m y ,  it  wae no t  o :pxted  tha t  t h e  &mans HOUM witlidravr a l l  f o r c e s  
from t h a t  a ron  unloss ur@ntl.y rcquirad f o r  re inforc ing  the main b a t t l e  
f ront .  

6 3 .  Torrair,. There wcrc four arees thrau@ irhich the W.r r?ight 
bo reachcd from tho Lodgment Area: 



a. 

b. Through ths  brdcnnes, 

C. 

South of t h e  ArdCnneS through tho i k t z  gap. 

Along tho north s ide o f  tho Ardonncs o n  the gcnoral l i n e  
zbubeu@ - Liege. 

d. 

Only t w o  o f  these offered su i tab lo  asos of 8pprosch. The 

Thou& tho p l a i n  of Flanders. 

LrdGnncs was considzrea too d i f f i c u l t  f o r  passa&% en?. t o o  Easi iy  
dcfondcd t o  nroviac a su i tab le  rcu tc  f o r  R main at tack;  also tho vhole 
nrca  a f forded  f s w  a i r f i a l d  s i tos .  !?he Flandors lilains werc rojcctod 
bccnusc of numerous watcr obstilclus and thc d i f f i c u l t  going i n  the  wet 
w.rt of tho pear ;  good R i r f i c l d  a i t a  wore nvai lablu,  but  would have 
boon hard ts maintain I n  tho wiatcr. Of tho t w o  axa8 considorcd foas ib lo  - 
n o r t h  o f  thc  drdcnnos on the g2nzral l i n c  ilaubougc - Liokc, and aouth of 
tho ArdQnnos on tho general l i n e  Vcrdun - i i s tz  - Snarbrucken - tho 
nor thJrn  rcu to  was prcforrod bocausc thcre  wero iiorc s u i t a b l c  a i r f i e l d  
s i t c s  and becausc i t  l c d  d i r e c t l y  t o  thc Wr. Thc southern rcute lcd  
d i r o c t l y  t o  the  l c s s c r  Rhinc c i t i o a  and a turning movoncnt through tho 
Ehinc Valley w o u l t  ham bcon necessary t o  rcach tho Ruhr. 
I i o i t o ~ r ,  contninod n o e a i b i l i t i o s  f o r  defunso which incroascd towards 
tho cost, cannl ix ing  tho at tsclrcrs  on nmrov f r o n t s  i n  both casds. 

B o t h . N c s ,  

84. Own Forods. !?ha s t rongth  o f  Alliod forces  i n  tho Lodgenont 
i r o n  w o u l 9  deplnd on thc  dcvclopmcnt o f  gor t  capaci ty  and l i n c s  of 
cotqmnicntions. 
U.S. and lI3 B r i t i s h ,  would bo i n  t h o  Lodgcmcnt Arca o n  D f 60, and tha t  
foul' U.S. d iv is ions  p r  mo:ith would a r r i v c  theronftor. It WLLS a n t i c i -  
p t u d  t h a t  no a d d i t i o n a l  B r i t i s h  d iv is ions  would bc ava i lab le ,  and that 
t!ioso on thc Continont gmdunlly would bo ruducGd i n  s t rungth owing t o  
i r rc? l?coable  h 5 S O a  ir. personncl. iissuning that th i  Germans would not 
vi thdraw forccs  t o  the  Weat from the  h s s i a n  f r o n t  and. would not s u f f c r  
cx t rcnoly  heavy loascs i n  tho o a r l y  opdrct ians ,  i t  was considorcd unl ikoly 
that tho  A l l i e s  would have s u p o r i o r i t y  i n  i n f m t r y  u n t i l  J 4 200 and not  
c w n  than i f  tho  Gornana should sccurc roi.iforccncnt6 b y  evacuating 
ihrkq, I t a l y ,  and the Salkrcn nrw. Howcvar, i t  was a n t i c i p t o d  t h t  by 
D -/ 60 the  X l l i e a  would hnvc a s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  ariior i h i c h  would continue 
t o  incrsnsc  thorcnf tc r .  

I t  was c s t i m t e d  thRt a maximum of 36 d iv is ions ,  le 

85; h g i s t I c c . 1  ?Bctc-rs. It wns a n t i c i p t o d  thnt by D f 60 tho 
fo l lowing  s i t u a t i o n  wodd e x i s t :  

A. Thz B r i t i s h  forcGs wculd bc  supoliod through thc a r t i f i c i a l  
L?rbors and cnpturcd bcnchcs. 

b. Tnc U.S. forccs  would ba suppliud through Clierbourg, St i k l o ,  
t h o  minor a r i t t a n y  p o r t s ,  and Cpiberon aay. 

C. Bras t  and i h t o s  would be capturcd, hut would not yct be 
opora t ing  ports.' 

?.equircmcnts f o r  f u r t h e r  opcrtrtions included: 

a. Tho opaning of Lc Havru m.d Roucn t o  supplant thc a r t i f i c i a l  
boechcs bcforc  the s c t t i n g  i n  of  b a d  m a t h e r  i n  Octobcr. 

b .  ThC opming of  Bres t  t o  f a c i l i t a t o  s taging of U.S. t roops.  
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C. The capture  of BI]t\dOrp, without vihid., por t  capacity would 
contiiiuo t o  l i m i t  the  nu-aber of forcss  tha t  could bc m i n t a i n c d  on tho 
Continont. 

It WRS i lannod t o  use Le H a v e  f o r  both B r i t i s h  and U.S. fo rces  
u n t i l  IXlnkerquo, the ac lg ian  coast p o r t s ,  and :jcrho.ps evcn kntwerp wore 
opc110d for  B r i t i s h  USC. U.S. forces vJould bc su.plicd p a r t l y  from 
Cbrbourg ea& B r i t t a n y  ovor. a f t o r  Le Havre bccamc ava i lab le  f o r  sold U.S. 
USC . 

Pkanning i n  o a r l y  Lugust 1944 vinualizec! thnt until Octobor a 
B r i t i s h  forco of nine divis ions could bo minta insd  as far as thc Somne 
without tho uso of t h o  Scino ports ,  and without r a i l  f c c i l i t i e s  mst of 
Cacn. 
of J icppo 2nd othcr  m i n o r  por ts .  

This forcc could bo incroaEbd t o  1 2  div5sio:is a f t e r  the  opening 

Tho U.S. forcoa,  hnving l o n p r  lines of coimunicntions, were 
oxpcctod t o  bc m o r u  depondcxt w'on r a i l r o a d  consti-uction, and i t  m a  
bolioMd tha t  thc  destrucsion o f  major bridges by donolitions and 
bombing would inpose considcrnble dclny i n  reopening rail routcs. 
uos a n t i c i y t o d  that a ma::im of 12  U.S. div i s ions  could bo s u p p r t c d  
as f n r  aas t  as tho l i n o  liantos - Orlcnns p r i o r  t o  Octobor, and that by 
Xoownbor, whan ra i l ronds  and gorts should be s u f f i c i e n t l y  developed, 
appro::imtely 16 U.S. div is ions  csuld bo malntainod 100 m i l o s  f a r t h e r  
onst. 
respec t ive ly ,  dur ing  these tvo  periods, but s a x  of these were rece iv ing  
only  a minimvn o f  suF7lies.) 
line earlier than October could be achieved only by s ta t ion ing  r e s t i n g  
d iv is ions  near depots  and .ports to  reduce t ransport  requirements, by 
s t r i c t l y  l i n i t i n g  expansion o f  our ri&t flank to the southeast ,  and by 
use of a i rborne supply. Even with these expedients, it waB thaught that 
not more than six U.S. divis ions could be vaintained i n  an  assaul t  north 
or south of haris. Once rai lheads had been establ ished at Chartres ,  it 
ilas considered tha t  a f o r  e o f  9 t o  15 d iv is ions  could be maintained i n  

I t  

(Actual ly  i t  v a s  f o u 8  poss ib le  t o  support 19 and 22 div is ions ,  

Any advance beyond the Ihntes  - Orleans 

a rapid advance t o  Reins. & 
The capture  o f  P a r i s  a l s o  would involve a number of prob1err.s. 

The l o s s  of ?ar ia  would deprive the enemy o f  h i s  l a i n  canter  o f  road, 
rail,  and wire comwmications i l l  Northern France. For t h a t  reason, plus  
the p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t ,  i t  was des i rab le  t o  cnt a f f  Par is  at an  e a r l y  
date.7 However, e a r l y  capture of P a r i s  vould involve ths road t ranspor t  
o f  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of r e l i e f  suppl ies ,  thereby inpoaing severe 
l i n i t a t i o n a  on uaintenance o f  opera t ine  divis ions.  If Paris were cap- 
tured  befora late October, when rai lheads would have advanced t o  t h a t  
v i c i n i t y  and a d d i t i o n a l  port  capac i ty  should be avai lable  fron the Seine 
ports, ser ious l o g i s t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  would resu1t.g I t  vas ca lcu la ted  
that the capture  o f  Paris would e n t a i l  a c i v i l  a f f a i r s  supply commitnent 
Equivalent t o  the  naiiitenance o f  a i g h t  diViEiCM.9 

A i r  Force Considerations. 

E6. Enemy Sl tua t ion .  It  was an t ic ip8ted  tha t  by the  t i n e  the  
h d g e n e n t  Area was secured, the briner! Air r'orce would b e  incapable of 
o f f e r i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  res i s tance  and could take only spasmodic a t tacks  
aga ins t  n i l i t a r y  concentrat ions and ports .  

The enen$ s IriMr 03 trwsyi ' t  niPbrafit k)ao sx~ecta ' .  t o  .prevurt 
'him f ro t i  1mnohir:g large acale Blrborne operations. 

- 45 - 



e7 .  Terrain.  Along the h i e n s  - Lie@ a : l s  t o  the Ruhr, t e r r a i n  
Along the  R e i s  - neta was genera l ly  s o t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  a i r f i e l d  s i t e s .  

a x i s  of advance the  t e r r a i x  was considered favorable as f a r  as Verdun 
and l ess  favorable  bsyon6. 

Piehter-bouber and reconnaissance u n i t s  could be moved forward 
i n  the northern a r e a ,  thereby increasi i ig  operating tiIje over eileny-held 
t e r r i t o r y  and vaca t ing  bases  s u i t a b l e  f o r  developnent t o  nediun bonber 
staildards cnb a c c e l e r a t i n g  the nover.ient of nediw.1 bonber u n i t s  t o  tho 
Coi-.ti:ie;>t. 

Tho bes t  t a r g e t s  f o r  s t r a t e g i c  bombardmnt tiere in  n o r t h w s t e r n  
Qermny. including the  &hr. The secur ing  of close-up f i g h t e r  bonber 
bases  bohind an advance north of t h e  Ardennes would f a c i l i t a t e  one of  t h e  
r.lissions o f  f i g h t e r s  on the Co!itiiient, which was t o  grotect  bOt3bQrs on 
s t r:, t c g i  c ni s 6 ions. 

!XiZA?.ISOK OF FOSSIEL2 CO;i-SZS OF ACTION 

BB. Route t o  the Southeast. a. Tho a d v a n t a p s  G f  a d r i w  i n  the 
kenera1 d i r e c t i o n  of Dijon or  Lyons wero: 

(1) It  vould favor cocrdinatod ac t ion  with any forces  
o w r a t i n g  from Southern i'ranco. 

I t  offerod the g o s s i b i l i t y  of i s o l a t i n g  and des t rof iag  
the Germ= forces  i n  Southvestem France. 

(2)  

b. Msadvaatages weere: 

(1) It would not l e a d  t o  the s t r a t e g i c  object ive nor  t o  
tho m i n  Geman forces .  

(2) It  i.laUld h a v e  both  f lanks exposed. 

( 3 )  Such an  operatior. Bmn vould be out of range of a i r  
supsort  fron bases  i n  the Uaitcd Kingdon. 

I t  Would involvc a l o n g  extonsion ai' the l i n o s  of 
conrmiicat ion. 

(4) 

C. It w 3 s  decided n o t  t c  adopt t h i s  ax is  as a m i n  approach, 
a l though cluring the  planning stage p r i o r  t 3  &Day i t  was considered that 
a subs id ia ry  operat ion wi th  a S r a l l  force  might be fonslble  ic conjunction 
with lamiinga i n  Southorn Franco. 

69. Route south o f  the kdannes towards Iietz and the Saar. 

a. Advantages were: 

(1) The f irst  p r t  of t h i s  route W E  over t e r r a i n  favorable 
f o r  a i r f i e l d  colistructlon. 

The i n i t i a l  p r t  of  the t s r r o i n  also favorod the  
employrient of a rnorsd  rorcee; consequently a quick 
approach toward i k t z  was believod poss ib le .  

( 2 )  

5. Disadvantnges were: 

(1) I t a  use would c o n s t i t u t o  no d i rec t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  Ruhr. 
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(2) 

( 3 )  

Both f lanks  would be exposed. 

Operations soon would be out of range o f  mediw. and 
l i g h t  bombers operat ing from the  United ICingdom. 

The t e r r a i n  eas t  o f  Chalons was not favorable f o r  
construct ion of a i r f i e l d s .  

C o m n i c a t i o n s  would b e  extended over the e n t i r e  
length  of France.' 

(4) 

(5) 

c. This route  was i n i t i a l l y  rejected,1° but  i t  was l a t e r  
concluded t h a t  i t s  use should not be e n t i r e l y  e l in ina ted . l l  

90. Route nor th  of t h e  Ardennes. a. Advantages here were: 

(1) 

(2)  

I t  was the  nost  d i r e c t  F t h  t o  the Ruhr. 

An advance along t h i s  route would insure a secure 
l e f t  f lank  r e s t i n g  on thc Channel. 

I t  was within range o f  air  bascs i n  the TS;.ited Kingdom. 

The routo was through good a i r f i c l d  country. 

I t  would nnlrc f o a s i b l e  naxirim coordination wi th  
Al l ied  sea power i n  opening: and q e r a t i n g  the Channcl 
por t s .  

b. Disadvantages were: 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(1) There was no check t o  prevent Gerr?an forces  i n  Southorn 
France esca?ing and en ter ing  the canpaign i n  the north.  

There n e m  nuierous r a t e r  obstacles. 

The aFpoach  would become narrower and e a s i e r  t o  defend 
toward the eas t ,  thus  l i n i t i n g  the opportuni t ies  f o r  
surpr i se  and naneuver., 

Lilies of connunication would be subject t o  poss ib le  
countorat tack through tho Brdemos o r  i h t z  gap. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

c. I n i t i a l l y ,  t h i s  ax is  vms solectcd oxclusivoly, providod the 
Wrnans could be cofitainad i n  the i ie tz  gap.12 
it was decided t h a t  t h i s  approach nlono should not bo adopted becausc:l3 

Later  i n  the  planning e ta@,  

(1) I t  vould lead t o  a head-on c o l l i s l o n  o f  the opposing 
nnin forces  on n narrow f r o n t  with no opportuni ty  f o r  
naneuver . 
I t  was considered desirable  t o  cut o f f  and, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  
destroy the  Goman forces  i n  Southern France before  t h e y  
could nake t h e i r  oscape i n t o  Gcruany. 

(2) 

91. Sinultaneous advances tlirou& the Netz Gap and north of t h e  
Ardennes. 

a. Advantages of t h i s  procedure wore: 

(1)  An advancc on a broad f ront  would have the  advantage 
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%hat aLL f8rocs Would no* ba Irrotrimably connitted 
t o  o n 0  o r  the other o f  thc  corizaratively narrow ga-gs. 

Opportunity f o r  surprise and raaneuver FroulcI be 
enhsnccd, thus requi r ing  tlic enciqt t o  extend his  
forces ,  and leaving h i n  i n  doubt as t o  the d i r ac t ion  
o f  the All ied nain thrust .  

It was considered that a deep drive into either gap 
would require the enemy t o  wea!ren h i s  dofer.scs 
elsewhere. 

(2) 

(3) 

b. The disadvantage of t h i s  procodurc was that use of t w o  ~ X Q S  

would necessitate paint ciiance of t w o  lvidoLy separated l ines  of comiiuiii- 
cation. 
approach. 

be l i c f  that Allied succcss alonE onc s-xiis vmdd f o r m  withdrawal o f  tho 
Gomans i n  b o t h  areas 
botvocn the two 

f'f;' t h i s  reaeon,  init ial  SH&W plans rulcd out t h i s  two-pronged 

O n  fu r ther  study t h i s  objection was overruled becausc of the 

thus laaving adequate latcral coaxmications 

92, Course of Action Adoptod. A f t c r  revieviiig a l l  factors, the 
Supranc Comandcr i n  ifay 1944 npproved tho course of act ion which would 
usc both the  route nor th  o f  thc Ardomos and tho Kctz It was 
dccidcd, therefore, t o  'mlco the r a i n  eifort  with the bulk o f  bhe forces 
along the axis h i e n s  - I'4"uge - Liege - the Ruhr, and a secondary e f f a r t  
d t h  a small force alohg thc axis Verdun - iictz. 



SITUATIOW 

93. ID ITorthern France the  Al l i ed  a m i o s ,  by  26 d u s s t ,  had socured 
tho Lodpxrant Area (cxcept BreSt,  S t  Nazaire,  a2d Lor ien t ) ,  l i b e r a t e d  
? a i s ,  and captured f im  bridgchcads across the Soinc 
Yrence Operatior. Dragoon, involving an assau l t  landing on thc Frcnch 
~ ~ o d i t o r r a n m n  coast ,  ha6 beon successfully i n i t i a t e d  on 15 August. 
26 d u p s t  cight d iv is ions  w r c  ashore and tho advance up t he  Xihone Valley 
Lac1 p rocoodd .  beyond Grcnoule. The operation i n  Southern Franco remained 
uiidcr control. of A l l i cd  Force Hccadqwrtors i n  tho hoditcrranean Thcatar 
an t i1  15  Scptorhor. 

In  Southcrn  

By 

T92 r!ODIFDD PUN 

94. Ear l i e r  es t imates  of developments beyond the  Lodgement Area had 
visualized a pause bv t he  Al l i ed  forccs  on the l i n e  o f  the Seine f o r  a 
period o f  some three  months as a likely necessity.19 Such a h a l t  Was 
vrsualized i n  order  t h a t  the farces might be reorLnnized and reinforced, 
and t h e i r  l o g i s t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  strengthened before i n i t i a t i n g  the  next 
phase o f  t he  campaign,2° 

The b o i s i v e  v i c t o r y  i n  the Wla ise  - AsLentan poolcet and t he  
d is in tegra t ion  of German re s i s t ance  i n  f ron t  of the Al l i e s  rev ised  t h i s  
corice3t. The s i tua t ion  i n  ljorthern France, coupled with the  success of 
the Scventh u,S. Army dmve i n  Southern France now afforded an oppor tuni ty  
t o  sePze the Saar InOust r ia l  n r e a 2 l  as vie11 as the Euhr,22 I t  W S  becided 
t o  continuo the a t t ack  without delay,  r e g a d l o s s  of the l o g i s t i c a l  d i f -  
f i c u l t i e s  t ha t  mr&t be incuri-ed by so dcing.23 

inoreover, the o r i t i na l  p l an  had promsed that  t he  secondary 
e f f o r t  along the R o i m s  - vei-rhn - i k t z  a x i s  wsuld be made by a small 
force i r i C h  the mission of diverting e n e w  res i s tance  from the main t h r u s t  
and praventing the escape o_’ enemy t roops  from Southwestern France by 
l ink ing  up v i t h  the  Al l i ed  forces  moving up from the A.editerranean.24 A t  
the end of h u p s t  the p l an  tiaas m a ~ f i e d  t o  provide for an a t t a c k  i n  fo rce  
along the Reims - Verdun - JBtz ax i s  37 the  Third U.S. Arms7 ( l e s s  t h e  
VIiI Corps, which was operatip-5 i n  3rit tan:f)  and one cots of t h e  F i r s t  
U.S. Brmy. Djrther developments i n  the s i t u a t j o n  l c d  t o  the a d d i t i o n a l  
decision an 4 Septembcr t h a t  tliese iorces uould, continue east  t o  occupy 
the sec to r  of the S ieb f r i ed  Line covering the Snar 8nd then s e i z e  Frankfur t .  
21 rlrliy Croup and tha t  portjon of 12 th  
north of the hrdennee were t o  breach the sec tor  o f  the S iegf r ied  Line 
covering the &hr and then  s e i z e  the  Il;lhr.*5 

Group which vas t o  advance 

&CTOr?S IEiYLWYCIITG A~GlBl?!b!CIO~ OF i’fETZ 3PFO3T 

GrvuJund r’oroa Conslderaticns 

95. Znemg Si tua t ion .  P r i o r  t o  & b y ,  captured enemy documents 
an@ i n t e l l i gence  repor t s  inGicsted that German defense plans included 
successive stands on the m j o r  W t e r  b a r r i e r s  across Dance and Belgium 
and on  the  Siegfried Line i t s e l f . 2 6  However, it Seepied l i k e l y  t h a t  the 
cnernyl s heamor l o s s e s  i n  tho campaign of  the  Seine and the  Loire would 
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.Wovent h i s '  o f fe r ing  offoct ive rosdstnnco t o  a rAufd advance, p-crldcd 
no t h e  Was l o a t  in launching the o f f e n s i ~ e . ~ T  
O@rmn forces  were disorganized and were r e t r e a t i n g  d o n g  t h e  e n t i r e  
f r o n t  .2g 

By la te  nugust t h e  

A t  the  end of August, I t  was e s t h a t e d  t h a t  the  enemy could 
muster no Liore than t h e  equivalent of trm w e a k  arnored d i v i s i o n s  and 
n i n e  i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i o n s  northwest of t h e  i rdennes,  and t h e  equivdlmt  
of a panzer grenadier  nnd f o u r  infantry d iv is ions  south o f  t h e  Ardennes. 
Troons es t inn ted  t o  ba  e q w l  t o  one divis ion i n  f i g h t i n g  vcilue ( t h o w  
n o r h m s  100,000 nuTericnlly) were withdrawing from Southwestern France,  
nnd two and one-hRlf d iv is ions  were being driven northward u1, the  Ahone 
V d l e v .  29 

I t  was believed the eneay could prevent the  advance into Gernany 
o n l y  by re inforc ing  h i s  r e t r e a t i n g  forces  with d i v i s i a n s  f r o n  Germnny and 
from other  f r o n t s ,  ap.d by r m n i n g  the nore in?ortnnt s e c t o r s  of t h e  
S iegf r ied  Line. It  m6 considered ioubt fu l  t h = t  h e  could do t h i s  in t i n e  
a d  in s u f f i c i e n t  s t rength ,  but ,  were he  t o  succeed, h e  WRS l i k e l y  to  
concentrate  on blocking the  two  nnin epprortches t o  Germmy, i , e . ,  by WRY 
of the  Ruhr m d  the  S r t ~ r . 3 ~  I f  P O ,  w oportunity would be afforded f o r  
the destructfor. of a considerable ?or t ion of thc  Oermnn armies rena in ing  
in t h e  Weat.31 

96. Terrain.  As previously s ta ted ,  the area northwest of t h e  
Ardennes WRS the  prefer red  a p r o a c h  becaufie noat o f  I t  afforded good 
tank country nnF. s i r f i e l d  s i t e s ,  while south of t h e  drdennee the  countr: 
beo~me l e s s  favorable  w e t  o f  Yerdun. Des3ite thc  d v a n t ~ g e s  of the  
nor thern  route ,  t h e  ecploynent of powerful t h r u s t s  on dual &yes would 
r e s u l t  in increased flexibility. 

Water barr ie r6  blocked both nprotrchos -- t h e  Seine, Some,  
Alber t  Canal, m d  Keuse acrosa the northern route ,  end t h e  Seine, Marne, 
Meuso, md Wosdle across  the southern, Formidable a r t i f i c i a l  obs tac les ,  
t h e  &&not and Siegfr ied Line def'enaes, were strong in  the path of both 
~ p p r o a c h e s . 3 ~  
t-dvnncc t o  secure P. wids brchch before  they could be occupied And t h e i r  
defensive p o s s l b i l l t i e a  f u l l y  developed by t h e  eneqv.33 

T h e  exis tence of thsse  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  d i c t a t e d  (L r q i d  

97, Own Farces.$ On 26 August the  A l l i e s  hnd f ivai lable  15 div i -  
lions i n  21 Army Groun, 21 d iv is ions  i n  12th h?y Group and f o u r  a i rborne  
d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  United Xingdorn. Three addi t ional  U.S. d i v i s i o n s  voulQ 
b e  nvni lable  t o  12th Ar&v Group or; or before 15 Septenber. 
f o r c e s  novin 

Dragoon 
up t h e  %one Valley included eight d i v i s i o n s  and an airborno 

tad< fOrCe.J$ . 

I t  WR,S C lem thn,t the  A l l i e s  hnd, n t  t h i s  t i n e ,  s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  
bo th  armor nnd i n f m t r y  and could nove i n  almost m!i Girect ion a g a i n s t  
the weolcened eneny. It W ~ E  ooss ib le  t o  mas6 B l a rge  f o r c e  f o r  a d r i v e  
a l o n g  the  main Rxig t o  the Ruhr  and s t i l l  t o  have seven d i v i s i o n s  from 
Third U.S. Army end three  d i v i s i o n s  from Firat  U.S. A r m y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
a drive south of the  Ardennes. 

98, L o ~ i s t i c d  F~ctors, The postponeaent of the caoture  o f  the  
B r i t t n n y  Dorts, i n  order t o  ? e m i t  exploi ta t ion of the breakthrough t o  
t h e  e e a t ,  l imi ted  t h e  All ied forces  t o  the suplu l i n e s  from the  Cotent in  - 
Caen m e a .  S u f f i c i e n t  sup?lies were AvflilAble there ,  but t h e  rnTid &a- 
yances hs,d n o t  permitted the  b u i l d u p  of IntermediRte supply p o i n t s ,  and 
motor transDort suunly l i n e s  t o  U.S. forcee  on t h e  Seine River averaged 
over  250 milee in length. FAst advances east  of tho Seine w i t h  t h e  bulk 



of t h c  troops would co f l i c t  wlth the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of truck t r a n s p o r t  
t o  supply the fo rces .3  t 

Al l i ed  bombing and enemy demolitions had cr ippled  the French 
r a i l r o a d s ;  desp i t e  grea t  e f f o r t s ,  rail recons t ruc t ion  w s  unable t o  
keep pace wi th  t h e  advance. 

A i r  supply was i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  comprison nitin requirements 
bu t ,  by r e a t r i c t i n g  its use t o  s e l ec t ed  and emergency i tems, cons iderable  
b e n e f i t  w a 6  being der ived  from the l imi t ed  number of a i r c r a f t  ava i l ab le .37  

Adminis t ra t ive  plans and the proposed build-up of s e rv i ce  
BupFort had been p red ica t ed  on the advance tck ing  the course of a slow 
offens ive  r a t h e r  t han  a pur su i t  of a disorganized enemy. 
emphasis be ing  p laced  on all-out employment 3f ava i lab le  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
immediate ope ra t ions ,  it was obvious t h a t  only by long range l o g i s t i c a l  
development and bulld-up of suppl ies  could u l t i n c t e  la rge-sca le  ope ra t ione  
be rmpp0r ted .3~  
Bres t  also v a s  des i r ed  f o r  s tag ing  t r o o p  d i r e c t  from the  United S t a t e e  
a n d  t o  r e l i e v e  the Bormandy por t s  and beaches. However, v i t h  the i m -  
minent se izure  of t h e  Seine po r t s ,  need fo r  t he  development of Q i b e r o n  
Bny grew p rogres s ive ly  less urgent and the  pro jec t  a s  oancelled i n  e a r l y  
Segtenber. E a r l y  junc ture  with the fo rces  from Southern France WOB 

counted on t o  a s s i s t  i n  support of troops dr iv ing  e a s t ,  since the capa- 
c i t y  of l i n e s  o f  communications from :!aroeilles m s  expecte t o  bG i n  

developments were be ing  rushed forward AS rAoidly A s  pose ib le  and t h e  
e n t i r e  l o g i s t i c a l  a t ruc tu re  strangthcned progressively as c i rcuns tances  
permitted.  

Despite t h e  

Deep water po r t s  e a s t  of the Seine Yere required.39 

excess of regui renents  f o r  f3rces  ope ra t ing  from the  south. t 0 R a i l  

B period of r e h e b i l i t a t i o n  of the l o g i s t i c a l  support f a c i l i t i e e  
would be reaui red  at a l a t e r  date t o  plAce the supply s t r u c t u r e  i n  reason- 
a b l e  order  before  f u r t h e r  major of fens ives  could be supported. Support of 
the increased  f o r c e s  a long  the  R e i m s  - Yerdun - Kats axis of fe red  no 
g r e a t e r  problem than  on the northern ax is .  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t he  oppor tuni ty  of t ak in6  full adva tage of a d i so rgan i sed  

In s p i t e  o f  the l o g i s t i c a l  

enemy at  t h i s  time j u s t i f i e d  approval of the plan. 21 
A i r  Borce Considerations 

99. Enemy S i tua t ion .  Events i n  the Lodgement Area had s u b s t a n t i a t e d  
the  o r i g i n a l  e s t i m t e  t h a t  t h e  enemy would be capable only of de fens ive  
air a c t i o n  and of spnsmodic a t t a c k s  aga ins t  A l l i ed  mi l i t a ry  concen t r a t ions  
and pcr t s .  Despite the l imi t ed  scn le  of his activities, the enemy had 
incur red  haavy losses i n  a i r c r a f t  and personnel and w s  b e l  evod incepcrble 

advance wi th  suhsequent forrmrd movement of A l l i ed  a i r f i e l d s  would c u r t a i l  
anomy a i r  e f f o r t  os nore of  his n i r f i e l d s  m e  w i t h i n  range of our  torti- 
chl air fo rces .  

of o f f e r i n g  se r ious  oppoeition t o  our air  o r  ground forces.  t 2 The A l l i e d  

Considerable Al l i ed  a i r  s t r i k i n g  power, both s t r a t e g i c a l  and 
t a c t i c a l ,  had baen a l l o t t e d  t o  a t t a c k s  on V-1 s i t e s . 8  
air a t t a c k s ,  f l y i n g  bombs launched from the Channel Coast wore s t r i k i n g  
London and represented  a p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  po r t s  and supply i n s t a l l a -  
t i o n s  i n  tho United Kingdon and i n  the  Cherbourg a r e . ~ . ~ 4  The e f f e c t  had 
been t o  d i s a u i e t  t h e  c i v i l  population and t 3  r a i s e  enemy m r a l e ,  b u t  
l i t t l e  ma te r i a l  damags was being  done t o  the m i l i t a r y  or naval ~ f f o r t . ~ f i  
Although the a t t a c k s  were not  o f  great military importance, r e l i e f  f o r  
the c i v i l  p o p u l a t i o n 4 ~ c e s s i t a t e d  cons idera t ion  o f  masurea  t o  cap tu re  
the launching  a reas .  

In  s p i t e  of t h e s e  
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100. Ter ra in ,  The A l l i e s  were i n  possesaion of good a i r f i e l d  
count ry  i n  t h e  D r e w  - Chartres - Chateaudun area t o  support o p r a t i o n s  
t o  the e a s t  o r  nor theas t .  Advances a long  e i t h e r  a x i s  uould uncover 
e.d+.itional good a i r f i e l d  s i t e s  -- ea6tWrd from B ime t o  Verdun, and 
northeastvard from P a r i s  throu& Central  &lgiucl.&? 

Kington, regard less  of the d i r e c t i o n  of advance on the Ccntinent.48 
S t r a t e g i c  bombing vould continue frJm bases i n  the United 

101. Ow. Forces. The A l l i e s  were able  t o  re ta i r .  the  air  s u p e r i o r i t y  
enjoyed s ince  D a y ,  and with the new bases  on the Continent, the Ninth 
U.S. A i r  Fcrce and Second B r i t i s h  T a c t i c a l  air Force would be able  t o  
conduct t a c t i c a l  air  operat ions i n  any area  chosen for  a t t a c k  by the  
Suprene Comnander. The disorganizat ion of the eneny would enhance the 
e f f e c t i v e  use of t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t  i n  the zaintenance of air s u p e r i c r i t y ,  
continuaus d i s r u p t i o n  of enemy supply l ines ,  and direot  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
&round operat ions.  

The f irst  A l l i e d  i i r b o r n n  Army of four  d iv is icns  -6 a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  operat ions wi th in  t \e  range l i m i t  o f  t h e i r  t ransport  a i r c r a f t ,  but  
advantagso from t h e i r n J e  uould have t e  be weighneb against  the m e d s  f o r  
air s u q l y  t o  grou;id forces ,  inasmch as s u f f i c i e n t  air  t r a n s p ? r t  Was not 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  perf-m b:th missions. 
the  b u l k  of the  b l l i e d  st renkth i n  the  north,  i t  was considered d e s i r a b l e  
t o  l a k e  these forces  ava i lab le  t o  21 A m y  Group. 

In  keeping with t h e  in ten t ion  t o  place 

I?3VTX€'i,~NT OF OPXIhTI0;3, 26 AUGUST - B KPEtiBZR 

102. h r i n g  the per iod from 26 au&ust t o  30 September the al l ies 
o w r r a n  Ecrthern Zrance, Luxembourg, Belgiun, and Southern Hclland. 
B r i t i s h  ca?tumd t h e  p o r t s  o f  Le Havre, Bruges, and Antwrp,  although the  
approaches t o  xntwerp i n  the  Schelde Dstuary were s t i l l  held by the  *mans. 
I n  t h e  nor th  and n o r t h e a s t ,  Birst U.S. Mrhiy forces  l ibera ted  Maastricht and 
penet ra ted  t h e  S iegf r iod  Line i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of &&en. 
o t h e r  F i r s t  Army forces  penetrated tha Sidgfr ied Line eas t  of Luxembcurg 
while the  Third U.S. Amy closed t o  the i imel le  a iver  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of 
k t z  aud oocursd bridgeheads a t  k n c y  and south o f  k t z .  On 5 Septenber 
the  Hinth U.S. Army, undar con.?and of Lieutenant Ooneral William H. 
S i n p o n ,  becaiie opera t iona l  and assuned respons ib i l i ty  frrr oparat ions i n  
the  B r i t t a n y  area .  

The 

I n  the e a s t ,  

On 17 September, 21  A n y  Group launched a combined a i rborne  - 
ground a t t a c k  t o  obta in  a ' J r idphaad  Itcross tha i?ed@r Ri jn  at Arnhe.1 a s  
a p r o l i n i n a r y  t o  a dr ive  i n  force a r o m d  the Siagfr icd Line and a c r o s s  
the  'riorth German Plain.  The opera t ion  f a i l e d  t o  a t t a i n  its object ive at 
kmher:, but brid&eheads wore secured across  thc  ;ism and t h e  W a a l  Rivers I 

which furn ishad  a sprinkboard f o r  l a t e r  a t tacks ,  

(of  tho D r a q c n  forces)  at Sonbarnon, Srance, on tha 11th  of  Septenbe1-.~9 
On 15 Soyter?bsr, t h e  Dragoon forces ,  cons is t ing  o f  Sovonth U.S. Army and 
Fronch Amy B (Later  F i r s t  French Amy), passed t o  control  of 6 t h  Aray 
Group under coriwnd of. Ganoral Jacob L. Dovern. A t  tho same t i n s ,  these  
forccs wore re l ieved  of a s s i g m c n t  t o  tho 5edi terranean Theater of  
opera t ions  and cane undor (3enural Eioenhovcr's control.50 
Ainy moved f rm B r i t t a n y  and o n  5 Octobar t o o k  ovar a zona, batwuon 
First and TMrd U.S. Ai-iics, facizig the Siagfr iod Sine from Echtornach 
t o  Dahlcn. Opsrat icns  d.uring tho l a t t e r  par t  o f  the per iod cons is ted  
cf r o l a t i v o l y  snall sca le  engacemnts .  We only s i p i f i c a n t  accmpl ish-  
m n t n  wore the  cloaranco of thc approaches t o  Antwerp by the F i r s t  

The Third U.S. bri.iy made COntRCt with tho Seventh U.S. hrmg 

Ninth U.S. 



Canadian Army, completed on 9 Yovomber, and the establishment of a 
s izeable  breach i n  t h e  Siegf'ried Line with the taking of Aachen by the 
F i r s t  U.S. Amy on 21 October. 

On 12 Octob-x, thc XI1 Tactical  A i r  Com%and operat ink with the 
Sovonth U.S. Army, passod t o  tho cont ro l  of the Ninth air Forco. On 15 
Novcuber, the F i r s t  Tac t ica l  A i r  Force (Provis iona l ) ,  cons is t ing  cf the 
XI1 T a c t i c a l  Air C o m n d  and the F i r s t  French A i r  Force, was f a r a d  and 
placod under cont ro l  o f  S W F . 5 l  

PAUSE TO INPROVX C O W  EFFSCTIVENESS 

103. "ho A l l i e d  driw l o s t  i t s  inpetus with the  roaching of the 
S iogf r iod  Line ir. the  north and tho kioeellc River i n  tho south. 
proparod ener.iy pos i t ions ,  tho cxtent  of thc  area covcred by the A l l i e d  
t roops  ovor a fihort space of t ine ,  and the neod f o r  addi t ional  suppl ios  
at forward p i n t s  t o  sus ta in  the d r i v o  yrdc it apparent tha t  n? f u r t h e r  
l a r s - s c a l e  of fens ive  could be launched u n t i l  addi t ional  forces  could bo 
conccntratod and the  l o g i s t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  ir!.provod.52 Fro3 late Septenbcr  
t o  o a r l y  Novcnber, the  opposing forces  were drawn up on a continuous l ine 
oxtending frm the Swiss border a long  the Vosgcs Xountains and the  j iose l lo  
Bivor t o  the  S iegf r ied  Line, along that line t o  north o f  h c h e n ,  thence 
p n o r a l l y  northwest t o  N i j n e e n  and west t o  the  Scheldc Estuary. 

Tho 

Support during thc rapid advances i n  Auugust and Septenber had  
been furnished under iiany a d v e r s i t i e s .  
snall ,  owing t o  l i n i t o d  r e h a 3 i l i t a t i o n  of t racks and Bhortap of r o l l i n g  
stock. ?lost of tho suppliee f o r  tho forward a rcas  wore handled by t r u c k  
f r o n  Nomandy bases  t o  the  f ront  lines, and truck t ransportat ion w a s  
a l s o  raquired t o  c a r r y  l a r g e  nwbers  of t r a o w  i n  the rapid advance. 
Thore wore not s u f f i c i e n t  w h i c l o s  t o  meat the roquirorionts of the 
s i tua t ions .53  

Railroad c a p c i t i e s  s t i l l  wore 

Certain c r i t i c a l  types o f  anruni t ion i n  the L7.S. Commnications 
Zono were p r a c t i o a l l y  exhausted, due t o  inadoquate port and beach unloadings. 
There wore o ther  c r i t i c a l  shortag38 i n  U.S. forcas  forward areas ,  but  the 
l e n g t h  o f  t i n o  roquired beforo aajor U.S. offensivcs could be rosuncd wns 
dopandont upon tho amnunition Si tuat ioc.  It w a s  baliovod, howovar, that 
by  e a r l y  Novonber tho  a m u n i t i o n  s i t u a t i o n  could bc solved by i n o r e w i n g  
the nu~llber of discharge ber ths ,  d i v u r t i n g  a l l  port  and beach inflow tcward 
tho  build-up o f  Connunications Zone EtOCk6, and thcn r.k¶intaining a StoAdy 
flow. 54 

The B r i t i s h  forcoa opera t ing  northward also had over-extended 
t h e i r  l i n o s  of conmnicat ion and noodcd t ine t o  iworove t h a i r  supply 
structure. 
d e w l o p e n t  and extension of  rail l i n o s ,  which in turn would r o l l e v c  
over-burdened t r a n s p o r t ,  ir.lprow d i s t r i b u t i o n  fa i l i t l e s  and &e it 
p o s s i b l e  t o  build-up reserve8 i n  forward aroas.53 

A p r i o d  of r e l a t i v e  i n a c t i v i t y  w a s  osscnt ia l  t o  p e m i t  

During tho per iod,  Cctobor t o  ear ly  Novcnbor, tho l o g i s t i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n  was apprec iab ly  inprovcd. Le Havre and othor Channel p o r t s  
vcro placed in operat ion;  rail r o h a b i l i t a t i o n  we plshod w o l l  forward, 
with p r i o r i t y  on l i n e s  loading fro7.i dntworp i n  an t ic ipa t ion  o f  lar 
t o u r s @  r e c e i p t s  at t h a t  port. Tho port  of Mnrscillo, support ing %h 
h n y  Croup, reached a capac i ty  grea tor  than that of thc railroads 
loading nor th  fron it .  Inprovencnt was conlinuing i n  a l l  c n p a c i t i o s ,  
in tho a c c w l a t i o n  o f  propcr rbaerves I n  amy rcas  and in  r o a r  of 
then,  and i n  t h e  genornl d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  nean6.5 8 
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104. Dotei led plans had boen prepsred for rusuuption of nn jor  

Subeoquent operations wera plc.med f o r  se iz ing  bridgeheads 

To c a r r y  out the first phase, 21 Amy Qroup, a f t c r  opening 

I n  the 12th  

a t t a c k s  e a r l y  in N O V D T ~ ~ O ~ . ~ ?  Tho i n i t i a l  oporation snvfsaged w a n  t o  
c l o s s  t o  tho  &in0 end i n f l i c t  a decis ive defcat on tho oncny (first  
phase). 
owr t h o  Wino (second phase) and for advancing t o  tho e a s t  ( t h i r d  
phase). 
h t c r c r p ,  we t o  a t t a c k  southmni  t o  c l e a r  the  a roe  botween the :ieuse 
(aiae.s) and tho Rhino t o  tho l ino  vanray - Goch - Boos, 
bqf Group zono, n najor of for t  HBS t o  bo rzado north of t h o  Lrdeniaa 
t o  ndvnncc t o  tho  Rhino and deatroy tho  aneny forccs  west of the river. 
I n  propara t ion  f o r  tho rosurqtion of tho advancc, l i n t h  Amy was noved 
t o  tho  nor th  botwcon F i r s t  U.S. dray and 21 Arny Group, 
h i o n n o s ,  1 2 t h  Amy Group forccs wore t o  occupy tho Saar and advance 
t o  t h o  Rhino. Concurrently, 6 th  Arny Group was t o  advenco i n  i t a  zone 
t o  t h o  Rhino while  pro tec t ing  12th arm Group' B south f lank.  I n  tho  
aocond phaso t h o  Amy Groups w r c  t o  securo crossing8 and c o t a b l i s h  
thonaolvoa I n  s t r e n  h across  tho Rhino. Tho .%in e f f o r t  was t o  be 

t o  t a k a  aggrsasive a c t i o n  i n  the south,  thoreby tak ing  advantegc o f  
tho mEIlntononco resourcce avai lable  from the iicditorranoan. Before 
t h o  8ttRCk jumped off, 21 &my Group was rolonsod f r om the raquiroment 
of a t t a c k i n g  southward bc twon the iieuso and tho &Uno, nnd i t s  e f f o r t s  
wro di roc tod  t o  c lear ing  tho area m a t  and south of tho iiaa1.59 

South of thc 

made i n  tho  north.5 @ A t  tho came time, i t  w.8 cansidored dos i rab lc  

FACTORS INFLUENCING "HE hDapTION OF TfIX "E op &~101y 

Qrouncl Forco Considoratlons 

hemy Sltuntion. Xnoiny s t rength  at tho and o f  October r a s  
eat imatod t o  bo the oquivnlont of 32 dlvis ione;  12 o p y s i t e  21 
Group, 15 f a c i n g  12th  A r m y  Group and, 5 oppoaing 6 t h  Army Group. 

105. try 
By t h i s  time tho Cormons had succecded p a r t i a l l y  i n  th i r  

o f f o r t e  t o  raor&anizo and reinforce t h o i r  Vooatorn Armios. 
b s t i l y  organized b a t t l o  groups and tcmpornry d iv is ions  that had boon 
a b l a  t o  b l o c k  tho  Al l ied  rush in SoptambQr had baen reassembled i n t o  
rocognizod numboroQ divisions. Four division8 had boon brought i n t o  
tho arm from othor  f ronts  during October, i n  eddi t ion  t o  the 18 now 
d i v i s i o n s  i d c n t i f i e d  during Septonbar i n  tho Uost. 
u n i t s  ha  

Mnny of tho 

M y  o f  tho armored 
boon withdrawn tompornrily from the l i n e  f o r  roa t  and M- 

fi t t ing.  21 

Tho main cnemy capabi l i ty  WE conaidcrod t o  be tho sxecut ion 
O f  a COuntoratttlCk with s t rong armored ro8orm)s g p i n s t  any A l l i e d  break- 
through on the First or Ninth U.S. Amy f ronts ,  
cont inuo  tho build-up o f  t h i s  arm red roacrm) until A l l i e d  t h r u s t #  
onatwhrd domandod its ~nploymont .~3  

Ho bas expected to  

106. Torrain.  Forrain favorad tho dcfcndor al l  c.long t h o  Hostorn 
BrOnt. 
thc V o s p s  tsountaina ageinat 6 th  Army Group: tho  i b t r  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  find 
t h o  Hoeol lc  R i w r  apposi to  n i r d  U.S. Amy; tho S i o e i o d  Linc, %rtgcn 
Eoros t ,  and Roar "r dofoneos from Trior  t o  po in ts  northoast  of b c h o n  

The onomy occupied tho high ground c o w r i n g  tho p s a e s  through 

- 54 - 



i n  f r o n t  of F i r s t  and Xinth U.S. ikr.iios, and tho watcr b a r r i c r s  ccvcr ing  
thc  apuronchos t o  Central  and Worthon? Hollnnd nnd Northwestom Gorrnny 
onpos i t0  21 .J:.Iy Group. The rout3  throw$ Holland was almost impnseablc 
i n  tho  wet soasons o f  tho year ,  and thc  southern routes  in to  & r i m y  
wrc over  n i f f i c u l t  country flnd wcro n long diStRnCQ f r o m  tho hhr .  
t h c  l n i t i n l  dcfcnsca wore breached, It wm believcd that tho Lwchcn 
approach t o  the Rh& ovor the Colognc p la in  was tho quickcst and b o s t  
r O U t D  t o  tho  W r .  

Once 

107. O m  Fcrcos. Or. thc  Ucstorn Front by the boginning o f  Novcmbcr 
thc L l l i c s  had 57 d i v i s i o n s ,  of which 15 wcrc assignod t o  6 t h  Srmy Group, 
23 t o  12 th  irmy Group and 19, inc luding  two a i rbornc d iv is ions ,  t o  21 
lsmy Group.65 
Kingdom, nnd twa nrmorcd d iv is ions  at Chorbourg and :Earsoillos. During 
Novumbcr, fivc a d d i t i o n a l  d iv is ions  WOM schcduled to  a r r i v o  on thc  
Continont. 

I n  addi t ion  thcrc  wcro t w o  a i rborno d iv is ions  i n  thc  Unitcd 

I t  vas considcred thn t  21 h m y  Group, thor. engaged In r s d u c i n g  
had l n s u f f i c i o n t  s t rcngth  t o  j o i n  i n  tho at- tha approachcs t o  Antworp 

tac!c i n  tho  o a r l y  stagcs.66 
c l c a r i n g  tlic a roa  vas t  and south of thc  ibs.'7 

I t a  o f f o r t a  thcr  f o r e  woru t o  bc confinocl t o  

106. L o g i s t i c a l  Pactors .  A s  had bocn a n t i c i p a t c d  i n  Octobor, t h e  
l o g i s t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  was improvod i n  a l l  mspcc ts .  
that of fons ivcs  with tho forcos a v a i l a b l c  could bo s u p p r t o d  as far as tho 
Rhino Xivcr. 
wora: 

I t  a s  now considcrod 

F'rcroquisitcs for  conducting opcrat ions bcyond t i c  Rhiiic 

a. Bulding u p  s u f f i c i c n t  t rcop  s t rcngth  t o  owrcomo vhatcvar  
r c s i s t a n c o  t h c  cncmy might bu capa5lc of offor ing.  

'3. Improvcmcnt o f  a v a i l a b l c  goi'ts a d  tho dcvolopont  of 
Antvcrp. 

t o  aseuro a n  adoquato f l o w  of supql ics  for d a i l y  rnaintcnanco and rosorvm.I  
C. Clcac follow-up i n  r a i l r o a d  r c h a S i l l t a t i o n  and cons t ruc t ion  

Air Z'orco Coasldarat ions 

109. Enom S i t u a t i o n .  I t  was cst imstad t h a t  thc  cnomy had bccn ab10 
t o  b u i l d  u p  his'air s t rongth  t o  an cotimatcd 1,600 a i r c r a f t , @  i n c l u d i n g  
about 50 jct  propol led f ighcors .  
a a r t i o s  d a i l y  aga ins t  Al l iod  oosl t ions.70 The most important c a p a b i l i t y  
of tho oncmy a i r  forcos  u a ~  considered t o  bo thc provision 3f conaidcrablo 
f i g h t o r  s t rongth  t o  s u ~ p o r t  any c c m t c r a t t a c k  nade by his armorcd f o r c e  
a g a i n s t  an  A l l i e d  broa!c through.~~ 

Ho had bccn ab la  t o  f l y  s c v c r a l  hmdrod 

110. Woathcr. F ly ing  wcathcr had bccn poor i n  October, wi th  l i m i t o d  
v i s i b i l i t y  coadi t ions p r e v a i l i n g  on mst of ths 17 days &en p lanes  could 
@t i n t o  t h o  air.72 
has oxqmctud, i t  was a n t i c i p a t c d  t h a t  i t  would bd possiblo t o  srlco t h o  
of fcns ivc  a codoiiicd a i r  and ground opcrat icn.73 

Although no grunt irqrovemcnt i n  f l y i n g  condi t ions  

DEv21M)PKEiT OF OEFiATIONS, 8 ErOvE.iZX - 15 DECEk5ER 

and Hinth U.S. A i 1 ~ 1 o s '  a t t a c k s ,  hazpcrcd by the voret w a t h o r  i n  thc  aroa 
i n  y e a r s ,  mado slow progross. The offonsivc s t a r t o d  on 16 Novcrdbor, pro- 
cedcd by t h o  hoaviest closo-supsort air  borsibardmcnt t h a t  had yct  bocn 
d e l i v e r e d  by a l l  types of a i r c r a f t .  By 3 Bccmbar Ninth Army roachcd tha 
Row River ,  with F i r a t  Army conforming mora s lovly ,  Soforo a t t o n p t i n g  

111. Advan c e  North o f  thc Ardonqcs. North of t h e  ArdCMCS, t h c  F i r s t  



crossings of the  Roer, i t  was considored necessary t o  eaieo the  Sdmidt  
dans, which cont ro l led  t h e  f looding of the Roer Valley. On 13 Docsubor 
F l r s t  k n y  lamchod an a t t a c k  t o  se izc  t h  dams. t h e  a t tack  m s  in progreae 
when the Ckrrll8n counter o f f  en8 i ve s t  ruck. 7 6 

112, Advanco South of the Koselle. South o f  t t c  ArdcnnQs, the  L h l i Q d  
a t t a c k  met with &eator auccess. dftbr large-scale n i r  a t t a c k s  ag . ins t  kcy 
points  i n  t h e  l i n e  of the alnnned a&mnce and comunications targats i n  the 
b a t t l e  area and with tho XIX Tact ica l  Air Comnnd performing closo cooprc-  
tion,75 tho Third U.S. ;yr:ty juqpcd off  on g Noveabcr. 
encircled and capture6 k t z .  
closed on a s u b s t a n t i a l  port ion of the  SLmr River and penetrated t h e  
Siogfr ied Lina dofonaos in tho v i c i n i t y  of Smrlautorn.  
6th Army Group s t a r t e d  i t s  a t tnck  on 13 ikwmbcr. 
Ers t  French h a y  breached the Bol for t  Gap and roached thc mino ,  Scvonth 
U.S. Amy broke t h  mgh tha Savorno Gap cad clenrod Strasbourg by thc Zi’th, 

Hiosenbourg, whilo tho Wonch Amy car r iod  on en unsucccssful o f f o r t  t o  
l iqu ida tu  tha re ru in ing  onony roeis tanco wcst o f  the Rhino i n  tho v i c i n i t y  
cf c 3 b r . 7 7  

By tho 22d i t  had 
Early i n  Dcccnbor the Third U.S. ArrJy had 

Farther  south, 
Within ti ucck, tho 

then turned north7 -6 and pcnctratod tho Siogfr iod Lino in the v i c i n i t y  o f  

113. p l  brew Grcur, Offonsiva. 21 Arny Group clonrod tho apprcc.ches 
t o  Lntwarp by 9 Nowribor nnd rcducod the r o x i n i n g  enemy pockots ves t  of 
the  Naas by 4 h c e n b a r ,  

SITMION ON 15 I~ECEIBER 

114. dlliod Si tua t ion .  6 t h  Arny Group had closed t o  thc  B i n e  
from Bmle t o  tho Ooroan border, oxcopt for 8 Osrn8n pocket around Cilwr, 
and having ponotratod the  Siogfr icd Lino, was driving i n t o  G0rmr.y on a 
f ront  oxtending f r o n  tho Rhino t o  3itcho. Ia tho 12th Amy Group nron, 
Ninth L S .  k n y  had closad t o  tho Roor Xver northeast  o f  &chon. First 
U.S. drny  had closod t o  thc  Roar i n  tho Duron Or08 and WGE ndvmcing 
slowly through tho Hurtgcn Forost toward tho Boor dans east o f  iionschau. 
f i r thor  south, F i r s t  Arny hold the Our R i v e r  s e c t o r  f roa  south of  Iialaody 
t o  the  southonetorn bordor o f  Luxe:.\bourg. 
t o  tho S iogf r iod  Lino f r o n  Luxombourgto Bitcho, and had ponotrated tho 
Lino at sowrnl plr.cos i n  tho v i c i n i t y  of S a a r l a u t ~ r n . 7 ~  
with 14 d iv is ions ,  was holding a f r o n t  gonorally nlong the Mclas River 
fron tho 80h t c  A point  B fcw miles north of Anchen. 

Third U.S. Arny ms c los ing  

21 brny Group, 

115. Bnoz~y Sit”. Tho cncny hnd sufforod hoavy casua l t ios  
as n r o s u l t  o f  thg Al l ied  offonsivcs  i n  Novonbor and Dccenber. Nowrtho- 
l o s s ,  aidod by tho w o r s t  weathor in nmy ycnrs ond by tho s t a t i o  s i t u n t i o n  
on tho Russian f ront ,79  the (3srr.ans had been able t o  bulld up A s u b s t a n t i a l  
rasorvo, inc luding  11 Rmorod t s a  d iv is ions ,  among ch wro tho four 
d l V i E l O l l S  o f  tho newly o r g n i z o d  S i x t h  Panzer Arny.gpOn 15 Cacchor  it 
UQS e s t i m t o d  thct tho onony in tho Wost had 74 noninal divis ions,  oquivs- 
lont  t o  36 - 39 ful l -s t rongth divis ions.  ThGy wre dispoaed as followe: 

Opposito 6 th  Brny Group - 14 noninal (5 equivalent)  divisions. 

Opuositc 12th A m y  Group - 42 nmiml (22 - 24 equivalent)  
di of s i on#. 

Opposito 21 Amy Grou_o - 38 nominal (9  - 10 equivnlont) 

On the  norning o f  16 Dacembor, Ton Rundstcdt launched his 

dlvi si  ons . 
counteroffensive i n  tho Ardsnncs. 
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116. In tcn t ion  t o  R e s i n  I n i t i a t i v o .  Throughout thc cam-paign i n  
the Wcst. the Guman H i g h  Command rotaincd tha ccncopt of re,&aink tho 
i n i t i a t i k  which had pa&d t c  thc Al l ics  on 6 Juno 1944.’ s C v C r E i  
p o s s i b i l i t i u s  f o r  a countcr thmst  t o  intcrccpt  and chock tho All iod 
advancfi across  Franc0 were discussod, but the cxigcncies of the s i t u a t i o n  
p r m i t t c d  no p o s i t i n  act ion.  
tho Garman bordcr and the f ront  bogan t o  s t a b i l i s o ,  tho countorthrust 
in ten t ion  ap in  took s h a p ,  but with tho s ignif icant  change tha t  instcad 
of an oporat icn t o  exploi t  gaps i n  tha onemy’s f ront  or deep flanks, i t  
had t o  bo a pcnctrat ion of a fixud front.2 

Howowr, vhon thc Al l ies  wre stopsod on 

117. Prcrcouis i tes  f o r  thc dttaclc. Tho Ge” High Connand dcter- 
minod tha t  tho following conditions ~01-o prcrequiaitos for  a successful 
oparat ion,  wlicrcvcr and whencwr i t  might be laUnChQd:3 

a. ta intcnancc of thc i n t o p i t y  of positions generally a long 
tho l i n c  ikas - Rocr - Sicgfr icd Lino - :iosoiio (saar)  - Rhino. 

b .  No adverso dcvclopmcnts on the Eastcrn Front beyond tho 
c a p a b i l i t i o s  of  tho roplacamcnt army t o  rostoro (i+o., no demands on 
s t r a t c g i c  o r  h s t c r n  Front resorvcs). 

C. Continuation of adoquato pcrsonncl and mstar ie l  supp1.y in 
the  West. 

6. Rcasoncrblo oxpoctcincy of a ton-day poriod of  bad m a t h c r  t o  
comp@nsatc f o r  i x f c r i o r i t y  in tho air. 

C. w i c k  dostruct ion o f  tho encny i n  thc  assaul t  a r e a  t o  
compnsato f o r  lack o f  dopth i n  tho  attack. 

In  e a r l y  Ootobor 1944 i t  was astimatad t h a t  thc dosircd conditicns 
would u x i s t  ‘by tho end of tho tWo months pcriod necessary t o  mount tho 
oporation. 

TJG PUN ACOPILXJ 

11s. Solbct ion of xesaul t  k o a .  Tho Ardonncs was choson as tho most 
s u i t a b l e  area for the offcnsivc bwausc:  

a. Tho n m c r i c a l  weakmss o f  t h o  Amcrican forces  thcrc rrA8 wcl l  
knom. Illrough t a c t i c a l  ground rcconnaiasance, pr isoner  o f  wer intorro-  
gat ion,  and r a d i o  i n t e r c a p t ,  Carman intcl l igonco had maintai ed an accu- 
r a t o  and upto-datc p ic ture  of the BmerFcan ordor o f  b a t t l c .  r; 

b. It was bclieved that tho A l i i o o  could r.ot s t r i k e  any blow 
disas t rous  t o  Gormany whilc thc bulk of tho Garman forcos In tho I b S t  was 
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concentrated I n  the drdennes. 
& l i e d  s t rength  i n  the  Aachen area  and north thereof RS tho most serious 
t h r e a t  t o  Garmany. However, while they retained control  o f  the  Roer 
dams and the conseouent C a p b i l i t y  of flooding the h e r  River, t h e y v o r e  
confident t h a t  no s t rong  a t t a c k  w u l d  be launched tovards the auht45 
South of the l iosel le ,  i t  was considered that  suf f ic ien t  forces  rere 
avai lab le  t o  stem A l l i e d  Qdvailces a t  the West Wnll; the t e r r i t o r y  short 
thereof was not deereed of great s t r a t e g i c  importance. 

The Germ €ti& Command gnuked the s e a t  

C. I t  had bean demonstrated i n  1940 tha t  s t rong araored 
f o r c e s  faced only with l i g h t  res i s tance  could mnsh swif t ly  through 
the Ardennes area.  The Gen?rans f e l t  t h a t  the road not vas adaouate fo r  
supply, the cwr- t ry  s u i t a b l e  f a r  mneuver. 

d. The brokon and waoded nature of t h o  torrain would provide 
adequate cover for Gcrr.+q t roop fornc\tions and ine ta l ln t lons  should the 
weather suddenly 

llg. Ob.lective8. The contonplated cffonsive was intended t o  r e s i n  
tho i n i t i a t i v e  and was, thorefore ,  wholly s t r a t e g i c  i n  ccncept. 

?he objec t  was tho ssizure of Antvcr: and t'ne sevurance o f  the 
Socondary or lesser' major Al l ied  eupply l i n e s  omanating from that port ,  

ObjQCtiVQS wero not envisaged by Hi t le r , ' l  who i n  all instnncos made the 
docis ions.  

Once Antwerp was w n ,  subsequant o b j e c t i w s  w u l d  be baaed 
l n r p l y  on Al l ied  roactions,g 

offensive,  even i f  succossful ,  would win the war in the Vest,9 
did hope f o r  valuable  ramnorat ion:  

The German H i &  Command did nct  decoivo thcusclves that the 
but they 

a. 

1. Severe A l l i e d  losses. 

C. 

I t  was obvious tha t  a g r m t  upsur@ of German morals would 
result i f  a b r i l l i n a t  v ic tory  wero won, but t h i s  was n o t  a motivating 
f a c t o r  in planning the offQnEiVC.10 

Complete disrupt ion of Alliod offensive plnns. 

Finthe of r a s p i t c  &nod for thc  Roich. 

120, S e l e c t i o n  of Porcos. l l  The i n i t i a l  GstirAtc of the  r e q u i s i t e  
s t rength  w a g  25 - 30 d iv is ions  (a number oventually cxccbded) with tho 
norm1 balanced support ing troops. F i f t h  Panzor Army, tho3 holding the 
Aachon front  and tho Sixth Paneor nrmy, forming i n  Central Gcrxwy, were 
dosi&"od t o  make tho d r i v s ,  with the main o f f o r t  ontrusted t o  t h s  
I a t t o r ,  Tha Seventh and Fi f teenth  Armiote wore to  provide flcidr support 
t o  tho south and nor th  respactivoly. Tho four par t ic ipa t ing  a r n l z s  wore 
assienod to  Arrny Group "Bll  and lnncdiato t a c t i c n l  dircct ion of thb opera- 
t i o n  W ~ E  m d e  the respons ib i l i ty  of i t s  comnnder, Colonel General Eodol. 
Von Rundstedt, as Commandor-iirChief Vest, exorcised Over-flll superivis ion.  

121. Attack Dlrectivo. On 12 October the G e m n  Hi& CorrPnand isaued 
a &enoral opornt ional  d i r e c t i w  as a b a s i s  f o r  planning by the  s t a f f s  of  
C-in-C Wcst and Army Group l'BBL'. By tho ond of the month, following 
nwncrnue conforences with Hi t le r ,  the  gcneral out l ine o f  the plM -8 

formed:12 



a. The u l t imate  gad of the  operation was Announced A S  t h e  
capture of Antwem and t h e  &es t rue t ian  nf eneiqy forces n m t h  of t h e  l i n e  
Antwero - Brussols - Sas tOge .  

b, Army &om "E", assaul t ing  with the Sixth ?anzer i!xmy on 
the  r i g h t  (no r th ) ,  F i f t h  Panzer A m y  i n  center m d  Seventh .LrW on the  
l e f t  ( s o u t t ) ,  and Fif teenth  Army holding the north flank, v o u l r l  bred: 
through U.S .  defenses t o  t e c t i c a l l y  fnvorable posit ions a f t e r  R shor t  
but in tens ive  a r t i l l e r y  preparation. 
be  as follows: 

Subsequent arny niss ions  were t o  

(1) Sixth Panzer urp making the nnin e f f o r t ,  would d r i v e  
across the lieuse between Hw 2.r.d Liege and s e i z e  AntverI 
,d Naastricht . Infantry d i v i s i m s  er.i?lo?ed t o  block 
the n o r t h  f l m k  shor t  of the Weuse w o u l d  r eve r t  t o  
control of F i f teenth  Arny nf te r  a rno rd  u n i t s  had 
crosse?. tha t  r i v e r .  Liege, inse l f ,  was t o  be avoiaed. 

F i f t h  P;Ylzer A m y ,  d r iv ing  shoulder t o  shoulder with 
the  Sixth Pmzor Amy, would cross the  heuse between 
Huy ar.d Dinant and prevont the  a t tack  of enmy re se rves  
02 the rear  of the  Sixth Pmzer Army on t he  l i n e  
Brussels - Nmur - Dinant. 

F i f teen th  Arny, pivot ing  on the  r igh t ,  wo-ild p re se  
forward t o  secure the  eneral l i n e  Monschau - Verviers  - 
Liege And. there  interce?t the  anticiymted s t rong  e n o w  
a t tacks  in to  t h e  deep r igh t  f lank of the  Arny Group. 
Infan t ry  of the  Sixth Panzor Arirrry would ?ASS t o  I t s  
control under t he  conditionf of  (1) above. 

Seventh Arny WP.S t o  se ize  the genornl l i n e  Dinant - 
Neufchateau - B~s togne  - Grevennacher and p ro tec t  
the  2eei  l e f t  f lank  of t he  A r n y  Group. 

(2)  

(3) 

(4) 

c. The t a rze t  dRts WRS completely dqendent upn the  a r r i v a l  
of b d  weather .and was ?,antativel:r set for the  period 26 - 28 November. 

d. The i i i i t inl .  bre&throngh would be nccomplishd by t h e  
infan t rv  d iv i s ions ,  icnvI?g the  arnored uni t s  f r e e  :or explo i ta t ion .  
Surpr i se  nnd speei, wa-2  t o  be considered nl l - iTor tnnt .  

e. The e n t i r e  operation wns t o  be urepexed un4er the  utmost 
eecrecy and cloaked un?er a 12es te r  cnvcr plan. 

F i o l d  Marshal Von Rundstedt, considering the  objec t ives  t o o  
far reaching f o r  the  m a i l a b l e  troo?,s, subnitted a counter-orooosal f o r  
en a t t ack  in  t h e  Aachen area ,  ridvancing the a rgments  t ha t  the  German 
so ld i e r  would f i g h t  ba t t e r  t o  r e m i n  Gennirn so i l  and fur thpmare ,  t h a t  
nn a s s n u t  i n  tiint Rrea presented l e s s  d i f f i ~ u l t i e s . ~ j  
p l m  as f a l l i n g  shor t  of any s t r a t eg ic  objcctivo, md t h e  matter W . ~ S  n o t  
wain discussed. 

I i i t l e r  vetoed tho  

122. ~ o ~ e . ~ ~ ~ - ~ , . R n h D t i v e  Measures. With the swcess  of t he  
e n t i r e  oper r t ion  deoendent upon SUpriSe find. securing A clew. b r c k t h r o w h  
before tho A l l i e s  could r eac t ,  g rea t  s t r e s s  was plcced on the  naintennnce 
O f  secrecy in  al l  prepnrntions.  
High Commend was eimple and sound. In br i e f ,  it was mounced  t h a t  t h e  
Nigh Conmmd expected strong enew attaclcs %Cross the Boer in to  the  
Cologne area dur ing  the calendar year. l'o counter t h i s  t h rea t ,  two 
s t rong  counterattack forces  were t o  be assenblwl. The f i r s t ,  assecbl:? 

The cover operation decided upon by the 



of which vas t o  bo nado obvious, would bs locatod i n  tho Cologna - 
Ihssc ldor f  - 'Euskirchen arca. Tho 6econd, t o  ba assembled with tho 
strictcst secrecy, would bo locatcd in the  E i f c l ,  f ron which a rea  it 
could s t r i k o  n decis ivo  blow aga ins t  tho r igh t  flank of the  k l l i e d  Floor - 
Rhino dr ivo  J.11 a t t a c k  propnrntions were to  proccod under the foregoing 
dcccpt icn.14 

Other s e c u r i t y  tleasuros Includad: 

a. Rcquirlng a l l  w r s o n s  br icfod on the operation t o  EI@ a 
plodgo of secrocy. 

b. Trnnsc i t t ing  a l l  operat ionnl  COrrOSpOndOnCG by special  
c o u r i c i ,  and el lowing no onc with knowledge of the plan, o r  car ry ing  
docunants r c l a t i n g  thcrcto,  t o  f l y  west of  thc Wino. 

c. Staging troops forward t o  f i n d  ossonbly areas at thc lnst 
prac t i c c b l c  nonent and thcr, only by night. 

d. Renoving a l l  ncrL-Gerrtian soldiers fron tho f ront  l i n e s  a 
wcck before  % B y .  

e. 

' f. 

Prohib i t ing  rogls t rn t ion  of roinfcrcing a r t l l l o r y .  

Roquiring thQ p a r t i c i p a t i n g  arnics  t o  m i n t a i n  t h e i r  I l d  
con:.lsnd pos ts ,  and t o  nroscrvc the a x i s t i n g  radio plcturo. 

Bs tab l i sh ing  a oonplete dwwy Arny Hcadqwrtors, tho Twnty- 
N f t h ,  at  Ihnchon Gladbach.l5 

g, 

PXZP'h9hTION 

123. Suuply Build-Wc. By s t r i c t l y  ra t ioning f u o l  within the Ruich 
dur ing  tho s i x  weeks i imcdiatcly preceding tho a t tack ,  it vas p h n e d  t o  
provido &my Group Q1l wi th  four consunption units (50  Km each), t h i s  
a p n t i t y  t o  be  with t h e  divisione o r  in  army d q s " w e s t  of the Rhine.16 
Beginning or. t h e  second dsy. of the. o f fens ive , .m Rdditional unit was t o  
be  cde a v a i l a b l e  d a i l y .  
was stocked R S  planned. 

By 1- Decenber:. t h e  basic quant i ty  o f  fou r  units 

Eight dnye arollunition supply was stockod WO'dt of the Rhino, 
An al thoush dump ware considerably i n  row of the l i n c  of dopnrtura. 

a d d i t i o n a l  oight-day a l l o c a t i o n  was mdo availnblo i n  Central ~armny.17  

nid-0ctobor.lg Each p a r t i c i p a t i n g  firnored aivis ion had 80 -- 100 tanks, 
i t s  n o r r a l  conploecnt, whon i t  noved i n t o  tho s s p n b l y  nrcr.. 
c r i t i c a l  s h o r t n p  i n  spnro p a r t s  and re t r iovcrs  wcro novm OVOrCO"3. 

All tank rcplnconcnts t o  the E a s t c x  Front wcrc stopped i n  

Howevor, 

124. Strcn&h and Training. Tho I n i t i a l  build-up WRB t o  bo 23 
div is ions ;  if condi t ions m r c  propi t ious t h i s  t o t a l  could bc increased 
t o  39 b 
omploy.f9 With the  6uccess of thc  a t t n c k  conplotcly dcpondont upon 
surprise m d  spccd, thc s t ren&h nvailablo t o  krr:w Group "B" v&8 
oonsidercd adcquntc. 

relsnae of all s t r n t o g i c  ruscrvss  t h z t  i t  would bo possiblo t o  

Although oost  o f  the.ernored divleions and some in fan t ry  
d i v i s i o n s  werc brought t o  f u l l  s t rcngth,  nony o f  tho troops were now 
roplncomnts  who had mcoivcd a m x i m  of ton wooks trnining. Tho 



standards o f  tho individual  SoldiCr end Of 1ORdQI-s he4 obbed groat ly  
sinco tho bcginbing of the western c a n w i g ,  owing t o  the loss  of 
aoasoncd porsonnel. l o  SpCCic~1 trainin;; W s  g i w n  for  the par t icu lar  
typc of f i g h t i n g  which h a s  t o  characterizd the Ardcnnoa offonsivc, 
lnr&cly bocause tho cover plan kcpt knowlodge of thc at tack f ron  c w n  
thc c o r p  comnndors u n t i l  tho l a s t  nonont. 

125. ST)ooial Opcrntions. Two subsidiary oporntions werO introduce& 
as a y-rt o f  tho grand EchCrlo: 

a. A task forco const i tutod froo tho 150 h n z o r  Brigade 
(roinfcrcod) and n picked group of Comandos w s  &iMn tho twofold 
i7iS6iOn o f  6Cizir6 undsagcd 2t l e a s t  two iicuso brid@ (Brigade task) 
and crca t ing  confueion and loss of control  i n  tho irimrican roar (ConnRndo 
t a s k ) . a  
throu& *th the m s s  of nriicr an?., s p l i t t i n g  into snnll youps ,  a t t c T t  
to &,ct through t o  tho iicuso by s t c o l t h  n t  nibht. Tho Coxinndo6 wcro 
providcd with h c r i c n n  uniforzs nnd vchiclcs 2nd wcro t o  s l i p  thrcu& thc 
l i n c s  t c  give falsc com?.nds end diroct ions,  cut connunications, nnd 
&cnerally d is rupt  lcodcrship. 

The brigade, i?.?rtially oquippcd with U.S. vchiclcs, ws t o  broalc 

b. h paratroop unit was t o  bc drop>od on tho f irst  n i g h t  sf 
tho a t t a c k  t o  cut  roads loading i n t c  thc n x t h  flanlc o f  the ponctrntion 
k o a  i n  ordcr t o  block tho novmont o f  ~ l l i a d  roinforcononts and t o  
c roab  confusion. 

126. Finn1 Ins t ruc t ions  nnd DuDlo.wont. Boginning 15 Novonbcr, 
S ix th  Pnnzor irr.;y displnccd f r sn  i t s  Wcstphnlinii training ama t o  
posi t ions wcst cf C o l o g c ,  nnd Pif taenth  a n y  aecrctly re l iuvcd tho 
F i f t h  PLmzcr a roy  of rowlonsibi l i ty  f o r  tho h c h c n  scctor i n  ordcr  t o  
f r c c  thc l n t t c r  f o r  proF.rations f c r  the offcnaim.2l 
t ical .  all div is ions  or.mnrkod f o r  p r t i c i p t i o n  i n  tho assaul t  wore 
bithdmwn fron  tho battlo l incs .  

so f a r  a6 prac- 

Hcavy Al l icd  prossure on thc Ruhr nnd S a m  front6 in Decocbcr 
cnusod no a l t o r & t i o n s  i n  thc C a m n  plnns. 
s ta tod  ca togor ica l ly  thc t  ho vas lfdctcrnincd t o  hold f c s t  t u  tho cxocution 
o f  t h i s  oporation, r c ~ n r d l o s s  of any risk,  own if  tho oneny offonsivc on 
both s ides  o f  iiotz and thc in?.!incnt cttaclc i n  tho Rhino t c r r i t c r y  should 
l0c.d t o  &roct t e r r a i n  and town lo66oe."22 b m y  ~'roups north and south o f  
Amy Group "B" were ?.iroctod t o  hold et a l l  cost ,  nnd h i y  Group lrGll i n  
tho Soar - Upper Rhino mca wc.s orderod t o  e m r t  nn;:iourJ pressuro a f t o r  
I X h y  t o  t i@ down thc grontost possible  nunbcr of 4 l l iod  forces in tho 

In nid-ifcvczbcr Hi t lor  h d  

. -South. 

Tho Ccmnn .%gh h m n n C  ronsmod thnt  f o r  c o n  
tho I:ouso m s t  bo rcnchod in forco not lntor  than D f 4.') Consoqucntly, 
tho nocossl ty  for rna id i ty  of assault rad follow-up vias re i torntod;  
lo&cling u n i t s  wm wnrncd not t o  concom thonsolvoa with s t rmgpcin ts ,  
hovovor c r i t i c a l  the tor rn in  features  they yn rdo2 ,  

otc  ~ U C C C B B ,  

innodintoly by succora iw night mrchos t o  final aesor&ly nrcas, whilo 
funor& units followod on 13 kccnbcr .  By the ni&t o f  15 - 16 Doconbar 
tho nser.xlt d iv is ions  hnd closcd i n t o  f ina l  assmbly  nrens, tho bulk of 
tho artillery wn6 i n  positioqand. rcsarva divis icns  worc enccuta. ZXiStinp 
and forocaot WOAthor oonditions worc now nost farornblo for the attaok. 
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127. Assault. A t  0530 hours, 16 kcember ,  a m y  Group IIBfI at tacked 
with throo n r n i e s  on n p n i l e  f rgnt ,  roughly f ron  ii3n6ChnU south t o  
Echtcrmch.  
& ~ o u n d  of tho Boho VCM (running southwdst from iionschau t o  S tave lo t )  t o  
opon a p t h  f o r  tho arnorod units. 
omcutod  and the  rcs i s tanco  i n  thc c r i t i c a l  Elecnborn - Bullengcn - 
\ for tefold t r i m g l o  wns unoxpcctodly s t rong,  with tho rosu l t  that milorod ' 

unit6 had t o  ';e c3n. l i t tcd t o  broak the crust of tho dofonse. F i f t h  
h n z a r  Amy m d o  good progress  on tho first day and nchiamd the condi t ions 
f o r  a brookthrough on i ts  l c f t  (south)  f lank.  
bbt iriDortallt ndpancos- t o  thc s w t h  &d southwost i n  pursuance of i t s  
flnnlc protoc t ion  nission. 

Sixth Pnneor Amyl8 nsSault ma 8inOd at 6ecuring the h i &  

The infantry Attack yas poorly 

Scventh Amy mado l imi ted  

12g. Follow-Uu. Fhroo days l n t c r  on 19 Doccnbor, S ix th  Panzor 
A m y  was s t i l l  bnt tc r inL c p i n s t  thc  Elecnbom ridLC, bctween Plonschau 
and Butgonbnch. 
roaching Houffnllzo m d  cut t ini ;  the roads north and south of the dcfcnddd 
c i ty  cf Bns tope .  Ifcnnwhile, Scvonth nrny continued t o  novo units West, 
con foming  to  tho south f lank  of F i f t h  B n z e r  Arny and took up blocking 
p o s i t i o n s  gcnora l ly  south of and p n r a l l o l  to  tho  Sauor and U i l t r  Rivers .  
By this t im i t  WLS a p p r o n t  t o  tho b a n e n  High Conmnd that t h e  Hcuse 
k m  not  t o  bo reached by n surpr i se  dr ive  and thnt M j o r  b n t t l o s  wore 
inpending e n s t  of that r ivar .  
it M B  f o l t  that i f  R way could be bnt torod  t o  the fiouse, Al l ied  counter- 
a t t a c k s  then devoloping would bo dolayed and t h c i r  point o f  appl ica t ion  
sh i f tcd .  Based on respect ive progross  of the arnics, t h e  na in  e f f o r t  mas 
t ransfer rod  f r o n  tho S i x t h  t o  F i f t h  h n z e r d r n y  a d  al l  reeerwB given tho 
l n t t o r . 2 5  

F i f t h  Pariaor ~ m ! y ' e  south winE had  nndo good progross, 

Decisions w r e  not c-od hovovor, s ince 

129. S i t a t i o n .  25 I)Dcor.ibor. S ix th  Panzor d m y  hnd nade l i t t l e  
progress at great cost. 
tho  Elsenborn a r o a  t o  Stavolot .  F i f t h  i'nnzor Amy i n  the  centar ,  with 
elermnts  at lhrche ,  Rochefort, and Hotton e.& with r e o o m i s s n n c e  nearly 
t o  t h e  Heuse, found i t 6  eupply e i t u n t i o n  precnrious as  secondnry roads 
d e t e r i o r a t e d  and A l l i e d  n i r  pounded i t s  t ra ins .  The weather a s  fOreCF-st 
by t h e  eneay had prevented t h e  A l l i e d  Air Forces f ron  p n r t i c i p t i n g  t o  
ony p e n t  ex ten t  i n  the battle u n t i l  23 Deceriber. On thct da te ,  however, 
the  s!:ies cleared and there  co~menced a tremendous air a t t n c k  by conbined 
tactical nnd s t r a t e g i c  n i r  forces .  The f u l l  effor t t i  of the Ninth and 
Eighth  U.S. A i r  Forces, as w e l l  ns the  RAF Bomber Cor-mnd, were being 
thrown a@inEt comunica t ion  centers ,  supply l i n e s ,  vital r a i l  br idges,  
m a h a l l i n ( :  yards, and sps~~rheads employed i n  the counteroffensive. 
Seventh Arny had m.dR no progrese a f t e r  20 lkcerioer And fro5 22 JBceFber 
onward b e s n  t o  l o o e  &Tound i n  the fnce of Al l ied  a t tacks  f r o n  t h e  south. 
The hour ly  increase  of f l a n k  pressure required the comitnent  of the  na in  
reeerves  t o  s t a b i l i z e  the  shoulders of t h e  penetrat ion rn ther  than t o  
r e i n f o r c e  the spearheads. 

Pha bulk of  tho m y  ws on tho defcnsivo f ron  

The r t t n c k  had not reached the  ;ieuse, and the offensive W E  
therefore  a f a i l u r e .  
w i t h  t h e  a l t e r n n t i v e s  of withdrawing o r  defending ir. place. A withdram 
al though i t  would preserve considernble reserves  f o r  fur ther  defensive 
opera t ions ,  had the disndvnntage of perrvittinb the Allies t o  regroup and  
reauna planned of fens ive  operations. 
Could be defended, the  H i g h  Connand reneoned t h a t  Al l ied  preoccupation 
with t h e  Brdennea would U n i t  t h e i r  freedon of ac t ion  i n  other  
Accordingly, orders  were iesued f o r  a doternined defense of &round Yon 
during the  preceding t e n  dnys.27 

&hit t ing t h i s ,  the Oenlan H i &  Commnd W faced 

% the other  hand, i f  the @ins  

I 
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130. Disuosi t ions.  Throut$out the f n l l ,  the drdcnnes had been 
lie15 1 i ; h t l y  t o  pni t  the rmssing of forces f a r t h e r  north and south 
f o r  tho offensives i n  the Roer And the  Saar. 
75 n i l e 3  w m  defended by two battle-worn and t w o  untried divi61on8, bncketl 
by fl new arrrored division. 
c ~ l c u l n t e d  r i s k ,  but it was reasoned tha t ,  while the sneriy nF&t m k e  a 
S p o i l i n g  a t tack  i n  t h i s  sec tor ,  he could not acliiovo decisive r c s u l t s  
bofora the &.lies c o u l i  apTly adequate counter;.msuros.s 

O n  16 Deconber a f r o n t  o f  

Such a disposi t ion of forces *as a d n i t t e d l y  8 

131. Ronction. klhen the  Germme struck on 16 L?eco~ber, o lxra t ions  
2.long r;ost o f  the f ront  gr.w the attnclcs tho nppe?.rLmce of a reconnaia- 
sance i n  force;  i n  k%;eleral, U.S. f c r c e s  on the shoulders o f  the a t t a c k  
m e n  held f i r r .  and only is the center  me thc clsfense une.blc t o  withstnnd 
tho powor of the krmn onslaught. N o t  u n t i l  1 7  DEce:iber, a f t e r  the  enony 
h-d cr.rFloyed p m t r o o p a  i n  tho i 'n lxdy  - Eupen c.roa, and arrrored u n i t s  
hnd beon d e f i n i t e l y  ident i f ied ,  m s  i t  flppnrent tk.t tho Gurnnn t h r u s t  h a s  
mwerful i n  m t u r e  a38 oxbit ious i n  desl;j1.29 The iwedia to  object ive u a e  
obviously the iieuse, with a consequent thrcnt t o  the i n t e g r i t y  o f  A l l i e d  
forcos north and northwest thQr@of. 

Al l ied  react ion ES prompt. B y  19 kcember three d iv is ions  
f rom the  F i r s t  and Ninth U.S. Armies hcd bean committed to  ste .bi l ize  the 
nor th  shoulder of the  psnetrzt ion,  one from Third U.S. Army had been 
committed on the south shoulder, and two alrborno divisions (SHUF reserves)  
bnd been uloced d i r e c t l y  in the path of the German drive.31 
a r i t i s h  and American Air Forces wre ready t o  launch powerful a t tnokc 
a@inst the e n e v  when the weather ClQarQd.32 

The combinod 

A t  12 th  Army Crou;, iiain Headquartel-s, Verilun, France, on 19 
Eeceuber, the Suprome All ied Commander met wlth tho Commanders of tho 
6th and 12th Army Groups ami of tho Third U.S. Army and announce& a 
coordinated p lan  for the e n t i r e  Wostern Sront.33 

TH3 ?W TO STOP THE AT9.M am RZSTORF: POSITIOX3 

132. Basip,$ecisions. The decisions announcod at  the 19 Decembor 
confcrence were. 

a. To defend tho front  north and south of the  Ardenncs s e c t o r  
with minimum forcos;  

b. 

c. 
of tho oneny penetrat ion.  

To gathor o w r y  possible  rcsorve, and 

To launch countorattacks without dolay a s i n s t  both f l a n k s  

dt the same time, i t  m a  onunciated that, as ido from cnforc ing  
a delay,  tho Corman o f f e n s i w  had not chan&od the underlylne s t r a t e g i c  
?lan o f  the A l l l a d  Expeditionary Force. 
dos t luc t ion  of enemy farces  wst of tho B i n e  and north of thc h o e e l l  
and tho crossing o f  the Rhino with the main o f f o r t  north o f  the hhr.53 

The Gbjoctim waa s t i l l  tho 
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133. The M r e c t i v o .  On XI Dcember Supremo Beadquarters t r a n s l a t e d  
tho plan i n t o  orders  by he  issuance of an  operational d i rec t ive  t o  major 
subordinate commanders.$ I n  substance, i t  directed:  

a. 6 t h  Army Group: 

(1) To abanclon i t s  offensive operations, r e l i a v e  Third U.S. 
Army w-stwrd t o  Saarlautern, oxclusive, and defend i n  
zono a @ i n s t  any major hosti le penetration. 

(2)  k b j e c t  t o  socuring e s s c n t i a l  l i n e s  o f  communication, t o  
be  preparod t o  y i e l d  ground ra ther  than t o  endangar 
the  i n t e g r i t y  o f  i t s  forces. 

b. 12 th  Army Group: 

(1) To pass opcrat lonal  control  of i t s  units nor th  of  the  
cncmy Fcnctrat ion,  as we11 a s  rospons ib i l i ty  f o r  that 
aroa ,  t o  21 Army Croup. 

To chcck within i t s  a r e a  the enemy advanco oaat c f  
tho Kousc. 

I n  conjunction v i t h  21 Army Group, t o  launch a countor- 
offcnaivo a p i n s t  the enomy sal iont .  

(2) 

(3) 

C. 21 Army Group: 

(1) To chcck within its area  thc Qn8my advance Oast and 
south of tho &use, paying par t icu lar  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
securing tho l i n o  of communications, h r  - Lioge. 

I n  ccnjunction with 12th krmy Oroup, t o  launch a 
countoroffonsive against  the  enem sa l ion t .  

(2) 

l3&. A i r  Nieslon. Tho s t r i k i n g  power of the  All ied Tac t lca l  A i r  
R’orcce, sumnoned from a l l  f r o n t s ,  YBS Drdomd t o  bo omployad ir. thQ 
i m d i a t o  b a t t l c  eon0 and against  the  ononry l i n o s  of communication e s t  
of tho  Rhine. Tho s a i n  o f f o r t  o f  tho S t ra teg ic  A i r  Forcos ws d i v e r t e d  
from thc  i n t e g a t c d  pragam o f  tho destruct ion o f  &man industry and 
dlrocted a g a i n s t  marshal l ing yards east of tho m n c  as  well a s  road 
comunicat ion contors  west thcrocf .37 

mXoR.5 IImUEuCIBS TIIE ;JMPTION OF m mmimsms  
Eonoral Considerations 

135. I m c d l a t o  Action. 40 d e f e a t  and, if possible, tu rn  t o  OUT 
advantagc tho Coman offonslvo, i t  was inpcrat ive tha t  the A l l i e d  f o r c e s  
roac t  v i t h  utmoat spood. 
bc quickly formulated and promptly implemented. 
the i n i t i a t i v o  i n  tho  arca involved, Al l ied  oporationa were d i c t a t o d  by 
necosai ty  and p lans  wDrc pcrforco f lex ib le .  

I n  consequonce, plana f o r  countermeasurea had t o  
Sinco the  enomy poeaesaod 

136. Dolimitat ion of Attack. Bcfore adequate countermoasuree coula  
bo appl iad ,  it bas CSSOntiBl that t h o  wstwrd momcntun of tho &man 
a t t a c k  bQ 6lowOd. whilc t h i s  could bo accomplished by tho formation of 
a continuous f r o n t  on tho U n o  o f  t h e  Mouso, a n  OqUally offoct ivo and 
mor0 imediate s o l u t i o n  lay i n  holding f i n n  on tho shoulders, thus 
r o s t r i c t i n g  German deploymcnt t o  roads which uorc few i n  numbor and poor 



q u a l i f f i  The holding of the Zhonborn Bid.@ t o  thc  north and tho 
&anoral line W-tcrnach  - Bastogno t o  the aouth was thcrofom of 
gimary itapottanco . 

Comand. 137, By 19 Lbccmbcr, a deep sa l ion t  bad Soon driven 
bctwccn 12th  Army Group forccs  ncr th  of thc  bdonncs and 12th Army 
Group fcrcos south of tha t  rc;;ion. 
HoaCquartors locatod south and canaidorably m s t  of tho limit of pone- 
t r a t f c n ,  it was considorcd that communication waknossos made i t  irs- 
?rac t icable  f o r  tha t  headquarters t o  exorciae p r c p x  comand a d c o o r d i p  
at im o f  the  U.S,  forcos both north and south of the Bal len t .9  On the 
othor  hend, tho i n t G g i t Y  of the f r o n t  ncr th  o f  tho panetration and the 
l o c a t i o n  of 21  Army Group Hcadquarters mdc prac t ica l  the pssa;;u of 
cmr,iand of F i r s t  and Ninth U.S. Armies t o  that  unit. Nith tho bulk of 
21 Arny Group' 8 supply and C0J"d  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  lyin,; d i r e c t l y  i n  tho 
pa th  of the Ccrnan m i x  c f f o r t ,  i t  had tho m o s t  v i t a l  i z t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
enplo,ment o f  F i r s t  -4rr.v. 

With 12th Amy Group Tact ica l  

Ground Forcc Ccnsi lcrat ions 

135. Enfnp Situr?tion. Before tho encny offansivc, h i s  s t rongth  in 
tlic Most.wns e s t i m t o d  a t  69 nominal or 40 equivalent divis ions suFportoa 
by 940 tanks.39 Tho bulk of t h i s  s t rength ,  rcprcscnting 39 nominal o r  
25 cqu4r)alont d iv ia ions  and some 750 tanks, was on tho 1 2 t h A n y  Group 
f ront .  h r t h e r  rcinfcrccmont of tho Wcstorn Front wa l imited by  thc 
nocasaary lcrp-scale commitmanta i n  tho East and i n  I t a l y ,  and by t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  of rncving troops t o  tho krdonncs a rcn  owr the wrcckod Gcrmn 
t ranapor ta t lon  system. 
be mado nvai lablo,  t h i s  would be thc top fi;urc. 

While perhaps 10 t o  12 addi t ional  d iv ia icns  might 

In letc Nowilbor Al l icd  int*lll;onco had reported the assembly 
of tho  S ix th  Panzor h a y  i n  tho Cologno - k s s c l d o r f  area. A t  the samo 
t i rm,  dospi te  A l l i e d  a t tacks  tobard tho Buhr, arr.iorod and armorad-grunodicr 
d i v i s i o n s  w r o  be ing  reglaced i n  tho dcfensa l ino  Sy ncwly fonncd "peoqlc's  
grcnsdlorn divis ions.  
had b u i l t  up a resarva forco of some 10 armored o r  :lored--gronAdior 
d i v i s i o n s  opposi te  thc  F i r s t  and Ninth U.S. drGjios.&~ HcAawhile, i t  was 
known that Von Rundatodt had cc l loc ted  s i x  infan t ry  div i s ions  and one 
amorod c?ivision i n  tho E i f o l  aroa oast  of tho Ardc - a considcrably 
Inrgcr forcc than requirod f o r  roascnablc sccurity.ECBFhus, i t  bas 
r c a l i z c d  i n  o a r l y  3ccombcr that a aoraorful s t r i k i n g  force had 5Q-n 
amasscd wst of tho Rhino bctlrrcon Dussoldarf and tho ! I . o s e l l ~ . ~ j  
cva lua t ion  of t h i s  concentration of force , strongthonod by in ta r roga t ion  
rcwrts, w e  that i ts  puryosc vnxs t o  countor any Alliod offensive from 
the daclien a r c a  t o  the  ~ h i n o . 4 ~  

Tho dllios w r o  aware that by Icocmber the Gormana 

Bhc 

It was apgrcciatod that  t h c  Gonmns could launch an a t t a c k  

Rowcvor, dorp i tc  thQ w a k n o s s  of V.S. forccs  i n  t h i s  arca, Gthor 
i n t o  tho Anlcnnes t o  divert d l l i o d  forccs  from tho Boor o r  S u r - P a l a t i n a t c  
f ronts .  
ccnsidarat ione ando such an attaclc appear improbahlo. 
pcnotrnt ion wculd bo rcquirod bcfore any worthvhilo obJcctivc could bo 
nttcmptcd and the German stron&h w s  bolicvcd inadoqu8te for  such a tnsk. 
tloroovor, it m s  consiazrod unl ikcly tha t  badly ncodcil Cornan r s s o r m s  
would bc committed w s t  of tho Siogfr icd Lino whero thoy would Sc l i n b l o  
t 3  i b s t r u c t i c n  i n  9pcn uarfnrc  by t h e  supcrior forcos tho a l l i e s  could 
i;nthor. 

with approxilnntcly 14 infan t ry  and 10 armorcd typo cUviaions, tho 
roi,Ukindcr of h i s  forccs  wna disposod bohind strong obstaclcs t h n t  h o l p d  
gmrantec  tho l n t o g r i t y  of his pos i t ions  vhilo thc offonsive was undor 

An cxtronoly dcep 

.. 

&on tho  ancny f i n a l l y  d i r e c t c d  his th rus t  into tho Ardcnnos 
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infmtry.ani amor t o  stren&thon and widon h i s  penotmtion.'5. Other  ?&pa- 
b i l l t i e s  i n ~ l u d o d : ~ ~  

At t h l a  tino h i s  p r i w y  ccrpabil:ty bodanio-tho uso Qf, hla uncomi t ted  

a. 

b. 
toward Liege. 

An a t t a c k  i n  the  nor th  across tho L&S t o m r d  Antwrp. 

An a t t a c k  southwast a long the rieus0 fron Goilonkirchon 

C. An a t t a c k  f ron  Trior 6@uthwst out of tho SaRr - 'ri?sollD 
t r i a n g l c ,  o r  f r m  S a a r p r d n d  south t o  j c i n  with an  a t tack  from thc b h n r  

Enomy mornlo  was h i a e r  than nt any t ino durinb thc car.1prtign.47 

poclcct. 

Tho ind iv idua l  ao ld lor  had boon propn@ndizcd i n t ?  tho bGliCf thnt  this 
W s  tho  opportuni ty  t o  dustrcy onc'.ry asa i ra t ions  i n  tho Vcst and t o  6nw 
C c m y  f ron  a two-frmt discrator. 

139. Torrain. Tho r w o ,  wodod tabloland of tho bdonncs i n  
Eastom Bclglun nnd Northcm L U X O ~ J ~ O U ~  cnntainod a f a i r  p r i m r y  but a 
poor aocondary road nct. Control of the limitod road  not WRK thorefore  n 
proropuiai tc  t o  c i t h o r  a succoesful a t t a c k  o r  defonsc. 
r l d p  l ino  rune. f r o n  Ikrstokno northeast  t o  S t  Vith whilo p a r A l h l  t o  M d  
nor th  thoracf  l i e s  tho hl& ground o f  thc Hoho Vonn. Elaowhoro the 
t o r r a i n  le. brgkcn and thoro aro nunaroue. ann11 s t roma which baconc 
aorioua obstacles  only during par iods o f  honvy r a i n  or  t h a w .  

Tho p r i n o i p a l  

Tho k u a o  Rimr bordering the krdonnea on tho wost and ncrth- 
M a t  cons t i tu tod  the  main obstaclo t o  a &man ndvnnco beyond tho 
M o n n c a  and ccnvorsoly providod tho Allies v i t h  an oxcollont f i n a l .  
dofonao l ine .  10 tho o a s t  of the Ardonnos l a y  tho Siof l r iad Line aga ins t  
which tho Al l lod  ndvanco had hal tad  i n  Soptombor md which probably would 
mark tho  l i m i t  of counturnttncks thrown against  tho Cornan drivo. 

Winter had arrivcld on the e n t i m  Wcatorn l r o n t  and v i t h  i t  
corrospendlngly grea tor  d i f f i c u l t i o s  t o  tho prosocution of  l n r p  oporetiono. 
I n  tho  Ardennos, g a r t i o u l n r l y ,  wintor months n o m l l y  mro s o w r o ;  tho 
oxpcctod honvy snow vould mako infnnt ry  mOnouvOr d i f f i c u l t  cnd SOrioUElg 
Uni t  tank mov"nt. 

af ly  g r o u p e h a d 6 1 s i o n e ,  nbcut n t h i r d  of which woro armored, dia- 
msod along the  Wcatorn Front; the bulk of thcso forcos wore cmmit tod 
t o  tho  l ino.  Al l ied  s t rength  me concontrntod mninly on thc Roar Rivor 
f r o n t ,  oas t  o f  Aachon, a d  on tho Sanr - P a l a t i m t o  front. 
b a a  - Houso, i n  tho Ardonnos, and along tho UpFr  Bhino, tho l i n o  WRB 
m l y  hold. 

140. O m  F rcos  Won tho G c m  offonai-n, bd@n tho thrao Al l iod  

Along tho 

Rcsorvoa ava i lnb lc  t o  Supromc Boadquartcra conslstod o f  two 
airborno d iv is ions  I n  tho  Boime m o a ,  An armorud d iv is ion  asaomblod at 
Lo Havro and an airborno and a p a r t i a l l y  oquippod a n o r o d  d iv is ion  i n  
Bnglnnd. To o b t a i n  tho forcoa nocessary t o  s top  tho Do- o f f o n a i w  
and ora60 i t a  gains, it una considorod nocossmry t o  halt tho offensivo 
and gathor  owry posaiblo d iv la lon  f o r  omploymont i n  tho brdennoa.48 
h"for monmising tho 6 t h  Amy Group Palnt inato of fons iw,  it could not 
bo countod upon to  d i m r t  apprdclnbla Germ strongth f ron  tho Ardonnos 
moa.  Po tho north,  tho Roor offonslvc aunited tho cnpturo o f  tho  Bocr 

s p o i l i n g  e t t a c k  i n  tho nor th  or south,  tho r o m i n i n g  solut ion was t o  hold 
wlth n i n l m  forcaa i n  a l l  othcr  amas and cqmnit n l l  nvai leblc  u n i t 8  
a g a i n s t  tho Ccrmcln sa l ion t .  

damS. Vith no ClOCU' cut  opppprtunity t o  lnunch n CXlplOtOly S U C C O B E f d  

Tho th inning  of othcr f ronts  W S  not a aorlous 



rirk sinca, v i t h  tho giCntOr par% o f  a l l  snony rosarws enployed in thc  
A'udonnos and with the imiaonce of n Fussinn offcnsivo hnlding eastern 
r O B B r V 8 9 '  in place,  tho Gernnns could not attaclc elsewhere in st rength 
beyond tht which 6 th  and 21 kruy Groups could h&lla. 
s idored thn t  by  rushing out of h i s  fixed Siegfried defenscs thc cneny had 
given u&the opportunity t o  a t tack  in the open m.d &ininistor hin a dccis ivo 
defeat .  

141. L o d s t i c a l  Factors. Xxccpt f o r  a m y  forwnrd i n s t n l l n t i c n s ,  

I t  a s  also con- 

there  *re no supply concentrations in innodiato dungcr. 
W S  diroctcd a m y  f ron  the Verclun - Etain EUm1y aroa i n  the south: tlm 
Liego - Nmr su 
gatnod the Ilcuso%ver. Linos of conrrunication t o  thoso aroas wcre i n  no 
groator  ilnnger, giving roasonnble assurance of nn unintorruptod flow o f  
suppl ies  f o r  tho cxecution of the plmncd countcrr.ioasuros. Thc roil 
l i noo  i n  tho south word convonicnt f o r  tho diroct ional  s h i f t  o f  Third U.S. 
Arny sinco its s u p w r t  would continuc t o  h ingo  on Vcrdun - Etain;  i n  tho 
north,  whorc l i n e s  h?d bocn dcvclopcd cast and southonst fron nntworp f o r  
SUPplY of Bvth B r i t l a h  nnd U.S. fa rces ,  thorc w ~ u l d  3c no serious cnnpli- 
c a t i o n  t o  cont inums s u a o r t  of such forces os night bo shif ted t o  tho 
thrcatcnod arcas.50 

Tho Wrnnn nt tnd:  

ly arm would bc ser iously throatone2 only i f  the ottaclc 

Tho dangor t o  F i r s t  U.S. l l n y  forhard ins ta l la t ions  could bo 
not  by ovacuation. I ~ I C V Q K ,  tho requircnent for n o t o r  t ranspor t ,  couplod 
with thc s p e d  neccssnry i n  tho s h i f t  of tho Third U.S. brny axis of forwrd 
support and tho dsnands f o r  nowncnt o f  mjor t a c t i c a l  un i t s ,  would g r c a t l y  
oxccod t ransport  resourccs fcvnilablo to  tho arnioe.  
nooossary t o  c a l l  heavi ly  on mar area t r a n ~ w r t . 5 ~  

I t  would thoroforo bo 

Tho t ransfor  o f  cowmnd of F i r s t  and Ninth U.S. ArnicG from 12th 
t o  2 1  fumy GrouF had no effoot  or. log is t ien1  centrol ,  siace tho fornor  
rotninod ndninis t rnt ivo rcspons lb i l i ty  f o r  thoso ari:dcs. 

A i r  2'orco Considorations 

142. Enemy Si tuat ion.  Tho cnrcfu l  husboncling of the Gcrrmn A i r  Forcc 
during tho f a l l  nnd tho convorsion of prac t icn l ly  nll a i r c r a f t  procluctivo 
c a p c i t y  t o  f i g h t e r  output nndo sono 2,000 singlo-ongino f igh tcrs  avni lnble  
f o r  operations on tho Vcstorn Front and tho s t rn tcg ic  dcfonso of t h e  Rcich.5 
Tho in tcn t ion  of onploying t h i s  s t rcngth  to  provfdo mrutinum cooperation to  
tho Wmnn ground forcos vos c l c a r l y  denonstratcd during the f i r s t  tu0 days 
o f  tho  offensive when morc thnn 500 daily s o r t i e s  w r o  flown i n  the assault 
cron.53 

143. Wcnthcr. Wany days during tho rormindor of kconbor  and J a n w r y  
vmuld bo unsuitnblo f o r  flying. 
h v c  to nako R mnxinun e f f o r t ,  re@.rdlcss of msintcnonco md othor f a c t o r s ,  
during spells of c lcar  wathcr .  

I t  wns evidont tha t  tho Al l i sd  forcos wculd 

144. 01m Forccs. Thc naccssi ty  of 6ostroyillg o r  blocking tho OnWly 
routos  of connunication into nnd v i t h i n  tho b a t t l o  W C A  dic ta t sd  thc 
onploynent of tho f u l l  m i g h t  of t h o  All ied t a c t i c a l  n i r  forcos i n  tho 
Ardomios nnd tho enony build-up aroa cost t o  tho Rhino. Consequently, 
t h roo  f i g h t o r  bombcr groups wore trnnsforrod fron t h o  Z I X  Tac t ica l  A i r  
Con.ie,nd t o  the  IX and XIX Tnctical  Air Comnnds opcratine in and cast of 
tho Ardonnos snl iont .  Tho dostruct ion of 13 ra i l  bridgos r ing ing  tho 
Oaatcrn e x i t  of t h c  salient would push oiicny rnilhonds back t o  t 0 Wino.  
This tnsk would bo su i tnb lo  f o r  Ninth Air Forcc mOdiur.1 boinbcrs.5' TO 
apply tho nnximur.1 Al l ion  air o f f o r t  c losc t o  tho bnttloficld i t  Was con- 
s idorcd ndvisablc t o  d ivnr t  tho s t ra togic  bonbors fron o i l  and a i r c r a f t  
p l a n t s  t o  road centers ,  bridgos, rmrshnlling yards, ond forward f i g h t o r  
bnsoo. Although such a c t i o n  would givo ossont ia l  Goman war production C 

bronthing s p o l l ,  thc blocking of cnony novonont am1 noutrnl ient lon o f  tho 
onony n i r  forco outveighed, for the nomnt ,  a l l  StratOgic air  considcrnt ionr  
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A L L I D  0P"TiOMS TO 16 JAh'URY 

145. 
of F i r s t  F.S. Arm:{ nor th  of the  enmy sa l i en t  !*ere placed under t h e  
opera t iona l  con t ro l  of 21 Army 3roup. Third U.S. wirny s t o n n d  i t s  Sa- 
Qffens ive ,  gpve w a l a rge  portion o f  tho Soar f ront  to 5th hrmv Group, 
m d  rap id ly  concentrated two coms i n  t he  Lwe2bour; - i r l o n  area. 
Deciding thRt ac t ion  could not bo postponed un t i l  21 .*my Grow should 
nount i t s  Rttaclc, 12th Arw G r o q  on 22 December launch&. the  Third A r u y  
n t t ack  nor th  ngainst t he  southern flRnk Of the enmy penetration. On 
2; 3ecenber t h e  l e f t  r i n g  o f  the Arqy broke through to the  garrison 
enci rc led  i n  Bastogne. Thereafter,  t h e  eneiv nade a se r i e s  of de te rmined  
e f f o r t s  t o  s e i z e  the.t comunica t ione  canter.  Elsewhere, the Third .m.iy 
nedo slow b a t  stenkv 2rogress a,gainst t h e  conbind  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of weather, 
t e r r a in ,  and a stubborn defense. Frcsh divisions gave new vigor t o  the  
n t t ack  on 9 Janwxy,  and a f t e r  R week's f igh t ing ,  which in f l i c t ed  heavy 
l o s s e s  on t h e  enem, contac t  was :.u.de w i t h  Firs: dr!v at Bouffa;ize. 

12 th  Army Group. On 20 Deceilber N i n t h  V.S. irxv and t he  u n i t s  

146. 2 1  A r q r  Group, Pr ior  to  26 Decoiber the foroo of the Gernnn 
of fens ive  wns d i rec ted  aza ins t  F i r s t  C.S. AI"? on the north side cf the  
sa l ient ,  St .  Vith was l o s t  on 24 December m d  a wi thdrawl  fro? Yie lsa lm 
ordered the  following nay. me XXX S r l t i s h  C o ~ s  was placed in r e s e r v e  i n  
t h e  Brussels m e a  end F i r s t  and Ninth U.S. arny div is ions  were shifted f rom 
t h e  Rocr soc tor  t o  bo l s t e r  the defensive l i n o  on the north ahoulder o f  t h e  
vene t rh t ion .  On 3 January the  countercttack f ron  the north,  d i r ec t ed  at 
f i o u f f d i e e ,  igas launched by F i r s t  ArW. X i g h t i n g  the s m e  conbinntinn 
of e lenents  and enemy res i s tence  ne Third U.S. nrny, the  l i n e s  were s l o w l y  
rdvPnce?. u n t i l  t he  forces  converged a t  Houffalize on 16 January. 

147, 6thirr.r; Grow. Seventh IT. S. Arqv, which hPd nearlv ach ieved  
n brenkthrough of the S iegf r ied  Line i n  the Pa la t ina te ,  WRS h d t e d  an& 
placed  on t h e  defensive on 20 Decemb~r.55 
X r m v  Gram v2.s to  hold the l i n e  of the Vosges i f  h s a w  enow p r e s s u r e  mndo 
uith&r.qwnl n~cessar:r ,  Tho French evar i inent  o p a o s d  t h e  evacuation o f  
t h e  Almce e a s t  o f  t he  Vosges on zhe grounds tha t  a withdrawal f r o n  the 
Strasbourg a r e a  without f i&ht ing  wouid have n most unfworable e f f e c t  upon 
French nior.de, 56 end of fered  t o  provide seve rd  p a r t i a l l y  tre.ined Fronch 
d i ~ i a i o n s  t o  Rid i n  t h e  dcf rnse of the Alsnce province. Xf tw  the Soorman 
counteroffeneivc hnd been stnllod., the  Supram Conmarider, racognizinp t h a t  
c i v i l  unrest  i n  Frnnco would  i n t e r f e re  with ~ l l i e d  l i n e s  of connmicn t ion ,  
J i r eo ted  5 th  Asny G r o w  t o  dofend Strasbourg RS strongly as pose ib le ,  
cons is ten t  with t h e  over r id ing  nocess i ty  of  naintnining the  i n t e g r i t g  of 
h i 6  forces.57 On 1 January nn anticipP.ted Gcruan a t tack  devaloned on t h e  
Seventh hrny f ron t .  
f i g h t i n g  which lns ted  throu& 16 January, but a f t e r  A withdrawn1 of U . S .  
f o r c e s  t o  prepsrod positions along the lioder Siver,  t he  Gernan t h r e a t  wne 
t erninnted. 

The defensive n iss ion  of 6 t h  

Sone enomv penet ra t ions  were made ctnring the confused  

145. A i r  Forces. T2Irou&wut t h i s  period the  Allied R i r  arm concen- 
tretw3 i t s  e f f o r t s  in  the Ar,iennes bRt t l e  nrea. For f i v e  d q s ,  b e g i n n i n g  
23 Decwiber, tho weather we8 c l e a r ,  aer r l i t t ing  dl flvr.llable e f f o r t  t o  be 
eR?lo~ed.. F igh te r  bonbers concentrr,t&L flghinst meny n i r c r a f t ,  "red 
spnrhefidg, and supply lir.es. H e d i u n  and heavy bonbers h i t  bridges nnd 
c a r s h a l l i n g  nreae don:: tho & h e ,  bridges on the  l i n e s  l ea l ing  west f ron 
t h e  Rhine, and key choke po in t s  i n  the  road network. This combined e f f o r t  
had R grea t  e f f ec t  i n  turning the  t l d e  of ba t t l e ,  and by 16 Jmunr:: the 
s t r n t e g i c  air  ?.rn WRS returned t o  i t s  uswl prinaqr nissions. 

On 1 January, n 1er@-scale attnck on & l i e d  tac t lc r i l  e i r f i e l d e  
fp.ilec\ i n  its objective.  ' h i le  the  G e r w  attack succeeded in knocking  
Out over 125 Al l ied  r i i r c r d t  on the  grou" ,  a Ember far t o 0  s.m.11 t o  
inf luence  A l l i e d  t sc t ic r i l  nir  oper?.tions, Sermn loeses  on t h a t  dkv w e r e  
nore than 200 planes. G o r "  p i l o t  l o s ses  i n  t h i s  oaerntion were s u f -  
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f i c i c n t l y  heavy t o  a f f e c t  adversely the oporations of tho Luftwaffc 
during the  remaindcr of tho war.F 

SITUATION ON 16 JANUARY 

149. German Si tuat ion.  With the establishment of contact botwocn 
thc  First and Third 3,s. krmics at BOuffalizo, thc m i n  B a t t l e  of tho 
Ardenncs was concludcd. 
ahcad of h i s  16 kcember  l i n o  o f  departuro,  hc was c lear ly  a t tompting t o  
withdraw h i s  forcos behind the  S iogf r ied  defcnsos as quickly a6 they  could 
be cx t r ica ted .  His main preoccupation was t o  f rco ths  m a x i m  o f  forcos  
for rccommitment on tho l a s t o r n  Front t o  stem tho Eussian January offansivc. 

dlth0Ugh tho  cnemy s t i l l  hcld gains considorably 

Tho lirdcnccs counteroffensive had f a i l e d  t o  achiuva any objcc- 
t i v o  commensuratc with t h  claborate  preparations and hcavy losees  it  
involvcd; having consumed tho major port ion of rcscrvos i n  the Vost, it 
placcd tho German Xigh Command i n  an a w W r d  posi t ion t o  muot tho Russian 
offonsivc,  now i n  fill swing, or  f u t u r e  k n g l o d e r i c a n  dr ivos t o  the 
BhinQ. 
had suf forcd  120,000 casual t ioa and l o s t  600 tanks and a s s a u l t  guns 5 9  
Equal ly  soverc wure h i s  air l o s s c s ,  a g g r y e t i n g  about 1,600 
offonsivo had caused a sor ious reduct ion in encmy stocks and tho stato of 
h i s  rosorvcs 
tho Ardannos.81 Poss ib ly  owii m x o  serious i n  tho f ina l  ana lys i s  was tho 
widespread dis i l lusionmo t l i lco ly  t o  onsuo from tho conspicuous f a i l u r c  
of the countcroffonsivc.%2 

I t  was est imated that in the  month ending 16 January tho enem 

Ihc 

rccludod f u r t h c r  offensivc act ion on a scalo ccmparablo t o  

150. All iod  S i tua t ion .  Tho Corman countoroffcnsivc had succcidcd 
i n  s topping tho d l l i c d  a t t a c k s  i n  tho  Rozr and tho Saar - Pala t ina te ,  
a d d i t i o n  t o  tho month of delay alrca8.y cnforccd, it w s  ostimatod tha t  a 
minimum of two woks would bc roquircd f o r  thc naccssary rcgroupin 

l i n c s  wcro shor t  o f  thc 
Scvonth U.S. Army f r o n t . i 4  

I n  

bcforo 
tho  offonsivc t o  tho Rhino m r t h  of thc hrdanncs could bo rosumed. i5 3 Al l icd  

6 Doccnbm p o s i t i o m  i n  tho drdcnncs and on tho 

A l l i c d  d iv is ions  3n the Weotorn Front nowtota l lcd  72, including 
20 armorod and 4 airborno divis ions (49 U.S., 15 a r i t i s h ,  Frcnch). Tho . 
=in concontrat ion was s t i l l  i n  thc Ardonnes, with 31 div is ions  loca tsd  i n  
tho  a r a a  south of Eupon, Bclgium, and north of Luxombourg City. Combat 
units vcrc s t i l l  undorstrong%h, 3ut  tho $ l o w  of rcplacomonts t o  tho Thoator 
had incroascd and phys ica l ly  qu(l1ifisd mon f r m  non-cmbat u n i t s  wore being 
t r a i n e d  a s  infantrymen. 
units was high 4nd tho B r i t i s h ,  haviag seon l i t t l o  f igh t ing  s inco l a t o  
Novombcr, were rented. 

Despite tho heavy f igh t ing ,  tho morale of U.S. 

The l o g i s t i c a l  pos i t ion  of the B r i t i s h  forcss  ronsinod substan- 
t i a l l y  as at the  beginning o f  the counteroffsnsivo. Dcpot s tocks were 
approaching target fi@ums, ra i lheads wre woll forward, tho canal  8ysti.m 
O f  Belgium W E  in working ordor, motor routcs wcre wcll developed, and 
stoclcs i n  army i n e t a l l a t i o n s  wore ample55  

F i r s t  U.S. hniy reservo stocks hnd been rnovcd behind the k u s e  
and would r o q u i m  somo s h i f t i n g  f o r  resumption o f  cffonsivo operatione. 
Replacomant o f  U.S. b a t t l e  losses  and reaajuetment of mctcr t ranspor t  
d i s l o c a t e d  as a r e s u l t  of hcavy t roop movements and sulo_oly s h i f t s ,  were 
thc  chief problems requi r ing  immodiato at tont ion.  Nowrthalese, t h e  
r o t u r n  t o  normal procodurc had begun and tho l o g i s t  1 support o f  
o p r a t i o n s  t o  cloae t o  tho Rhino was s t i l l ' a ssurec l .  t?? 
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Air Fcrce l o s s o s  in planes and personnel had been replaced. 
Tactical air forces woro opcrating at t h o l r  normal QffiCienCy, and 
units wcre proparcd for rogrouping for tho concentration of their  
effort on any ChOSQn task.  Tho s t r a t e g i c  air am, divcrtad to the 
b a t t l o  area during the countcroffensivo, had returncd t o  i t s  prograrn 
o f  dcstruction of strategic targots  in Gormny. 



T!B P U N  

151. Tho juncture of the F i r s t  a d  Third U.S. Brmios on 16 Jamary 
hnd r w s t s b l i s h e d  thc integri ty  of tho h l l i o d  front. 
16 January,  Z i r s t  Army revcrtod t o  control o f  12th krmy Groupb?ald tho  
A l l i c d  l i n c  took Up the order in  which i t  \+as ran& when the Gorwan 
counteroffonsivo opaned. 
hrdonncs and with the mounting h s s i a n  offcneive claiming t h e  major sharo 
of O c m n  a t ton t ion ,  the opportunity of rcgiining thc s t r a t o g i c a l  
i n i t l a t l v c  l a y  i n  thc k l l i c s '  grasp. 
o f f o n s i m s  north of tho M 8 d l : @ ,  trhilc r o x i n i n g  @ the  dafensivc 
olsowhoro. 

kt m i &  t 1 7  - 

&wing soundly defeated the enomy i n  the 

I t  was docidod t o  launch s t rong  

As inmadiote measuros S i  directcd: 

a. 6th Army Grour t o  rcmain &onorall7 on the defensive wkilc 
conducting l o c a l  cpcrations t o  improvc i t s  posit ion ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  thc 
roduction of thc  cncmy-hld ihlmar pocket). 

b. 12 th  Army Group t o  c o n t i m a  i t s  a t tacks  t o  take advantags 
o f  tho  oncr,i$ s unfavornblc posit ion i n  tho brdcmos and i n f l i c t  thc maxi- 
num lossos on hin, to seizo a 4  op3ortunit.y of breaching tho Siegfried 
Line and, if succcssful, to adwnco northcast on tho axis hum - 3uElCirchq. 
This a t t a c k  was t o  be prossed with a l l  possible vigor 80 long  es a rCP.son-" 
ab10 c b n c c  of sccuring daoisive succcss czistcd. 

c. 21 Arm Group, i n  conjunction with 12th hrmy Group, t o  
completo plans and prcparatlona f o r  Vcr i ta3 le"  and "Grenadotl, opcratioas 
dosignod t o  closc to  the Rhine north of h s s o l d o r f .  

FliC"ORS IiiTLU=XI1;C TH3 AIDPTION O F  TI33 PLhE 

b n W a l  Conaidorations 

152, Tho basic s t ra teg ic  plan rorainod unchanged, w l y ,  t o  C ~ O S C  

t o  tho  Rhim nor tn  o 

pr ior  t o  tho  Ardanncs ba t t lo ,  gnvc the main e f f o r t  to  21 Army Group 
( inc luding  Ninth U.S. Army). 12 th  Amy Group's miasion was to  pro tec t  
i?inth Army's r ight  flank by smur ing  tho l i n e  of tho E r f t  Rivor vast, and 
northwest of Cologne, And subsequontly t o  c l c a r  thc wst bank o f  the 
Rhino nor th  of  tho Hasello. 
Army Group i n  conplating the krdenncs ac t ion  vould f a c i l i t a t e  tho 
accolilplishnent of i t s  s'ubsequcnt mission rrhm the  min e f f o r t  vas 
t ransfor rod  to  21 Army Group. 
prossure  on a boatcn encny during thc p r i o d  necessary for tho rcgrouping 
of  2 1  Army Group. 

Ground Forcc Considorations 

hzsaeldorf, and cross the  rivcr and envolop tho 
Euhr from t h c  north, .E 9 The o p r a t i o n a l  plans f o r  tho of fans iw,  dcvolopod 

ConsccLuontly, any @'.ins mado by tho 12th  

h r t h c r s o r o ,  i t  would insure contimod 

153. En0i.y SituRtion. fhmgh t h y  h&d mnintnlncd a cohcslvc front ,  
t h e  G e m s  M ~ O  s taad i ly  ~ithdr.-.ving frou the JLrdirNd8 i n  tho fact O f  

Al l iod  pressure. 
tho b a t t l o  m a & ,  and intolligcnco roportcd the novomont of thc S ix th  
hn%or Ar,.ly t o  t]>c Eastorn Front ( l a t e r  vCrifiCd). 
t h a t  tho cnony plmncd t o  withdraw all coimitted forccs t o  tho socur i ty  
of thc  Siogfriod Line and goncrally 8sswdc t h o  defonsiw i n  tho Wost 
,,hilo countsring the c r i t i c e l  situaC.ion on thc EaStJrn Front. 

m c  armored forccs alimdy had boon oxtricatod from 

Indications W3rQ c l e a r  

Gcrwm 



pt tacks  s t i l l  were continuing in  a l s a c e  but were dininishing in 
i n t e n s i t y  dai ly .  

Severe lo s ses  in  personnel Pnd equipment, depletion of 
slipply stocks, and t r m s a o r t r t i o n  nnd conaunica.tion problens created 
by t!!e dnnpaing Allied air at tacks hat: placed the eneny in a l e s s  
favorable  poei t ion t o  resist the Allied offensive than in Hovember. 
Relent less  pressure  applied by t h e  n l l i e s  fron t h i s  point onwnrd 
au+~ed pro f i t ab le  resul ts .  

Ful ly  awwe t h a t  h i s  r e t en t ion  o f  the  Roer d m s  const i tuted 
a bar  t o  t h e  launching of t he  ant ic ipated Roer offensive, t he  enemy 
wos l l k e l y  So defend t h i s  area with the greatest  tenacity. 

1%. Terrain. A t  the  Si igfr ied Line, the rrdennes blende into 
the  topo&hicdly conparable Gernm Eifel. Approaching t h e  €&he, 
t h e  country l eve l s  off m d ,  n1:hough s t i l i  broken, is l ess  r e s t r i c t i v e  
o f  rmneuver. Thc roac! xet  t c  and t h r o w  the  Life1 is adequnte. i n -  
proving fra:: Prim northensti*e.rd. 
j ec ted  t o  ussage vel: above their  designed capacities and were f?.st 
de te r iora t ing  -- a condition agrnvated  by A l l i e d  nlr  s t r ikes  during 
t h e  preceding month. 
r o d  c q a c i t y .  

By Jnnunry. p.11 roads hnd been sub- 

The norrml February thaw would fur ther  retlucc 

155. Own Forces. In 6th and 12th xrny Croup areas, the min 
f o r c e s  w e r B  o-,posite ba r r i e r s  which precluded the in i t i n t ion  o f  any 
s x c e s s f i l l  offensives with the forces  then nt  t he i r  & i s p o s d .  In  the 
nrdennas, however, where 26 U,S. d ivis ions were concentrated, t h e  
Al l ied  a t t ack  continued t o  Rnther nombntum as the Gernms Rccelerated 
t h e i r  wi thdrard ,  And continw.tior. of presr-u-e against the we&enirg enemy 
in t h i s  aren ObviOaalp was desirable. To have ceased Attacks with the 
juncture  of the F i r s t  e.nd Third 2.S.  Xrnies on 16 January and i n i t i a t e d  
t h e  l.qrd+scale troon moveoen? necessnry fo r  the innlementation of the 
D l m e d  21 hrnv Group W i n e  offensive would have given the eneny an 
undeserved respite. 

It WRS ccnsiderej. t ha t  ever. i n  the f w e  of continued <round 
and air attn.cks t h e  ener.\v srobably would extr icnte  the bulk of h i s  
forces .  However, i t  WRS f c l t  t ha t  he would n o t  be orapnrcd f o r  a 
s t rong  defense o f  kis S i e g f r i d  Line o r  reaward nositions. ?he f a rces  
ave.ilable t o  12th .+r=:r Group and the constr ic t ion of the front  RS the 
Al l ied  l i n e  straightened pcrni t ted the creation of locnl  reserves. This, 
i n  turn, i n s w e d  depth of attack w.d maintenmce of vigor i n  the execu- 
t l o n  thereof. s l t h o u a  R preconceived nlan for  the closing t o  t h e  Xhine 
exis ted,  i t  wns not inf lexibie;  should the 12th Arny G r o u p  a t t ack  breflch 
the Sie&fried Line i n  fo rce  and promise decisive success, the mnin effor t  
could be changed t o  an exploi ta t ion o f  i t s  gains. 
cffeneive had the primary objective of capturing the inpor tmt  Roer dma 
m d  of holding considerable farces  RWFY fron the proJeoted zone of 
aperat ions of 2: Amy Grcup. 

I n  any event, the 

Despite the d i f f i c u l t  conditions Of ba t t l e  and weather which 

Losses, though h e a v ,  had been repleced by the ?re- 
chewacterized the Ardennas f ight ing,  morale, hei@tened by t he  clear-cut 
v l c t c ry ,  YRS good. 
pondermt Rllocation o f  reinforcenents t o  Fi r s t  and Third U.S.  Armies. 

156. A i r  ?or=  Considerations. h e  t o  decrwsed enenp air  
n c t i v i t i e a .  t he  t8c t i ca l  air forces could intensify t h e i r  attacks nzainst 
ground ob jec t i  ws, 
could be nccomlished with ease. 
denleted rai l  end motor trnnsport would nnter ia l lv  assist both 
offensive and defensive onerations. 

The oinor reqoiming of t ac t i ca l  un i t s  reqnired- 
h c a n s i f i d  a ir  at tacks on dred,-v 



157. h a i s t i c a l  Factors ,  No spocial considarationa wore involved. 
Tho supoly scrv iccs  had met the problcna inposed by the Gem3 c o u l t c G  
of fens ive  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  
at Antwerp and the developncnt o f  roil l incs  a w y  fron that por t  nade 
the  supply outlook increasingly fcvorablo. It was oxpccted, h w v s r ,  
that tho February t h a w  m u l d  cause iovarlont d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  the f o r m r d  
arcas. 70 

The continuance of  large tonnage unloadings 

OmDrTIOITs TO 7 ".4RY 

156. 12th  &!IS GrouD. Following t h o i r  junction, F i r s t  nnd Thi rd  
U.S. lir:iios uushcd towards S t  Vith, which wirs capturcd by the  f o m o r  on 
24 JCnuary.7' 
Line and tho  Rhino with tho rmin e f f o r t  along tho S t  Vith - Bonn n1ia.72 
Third Arrry ros torod  the Our Bivcr line and 3 r s t  Arv pushed to ia rda  thc 
Siegfr ied  Linc with a a t rong  corps of  milor and uotorized infan t ry  pOi60d 
i n  r c s o r w  t o  a2Tloi t  a brcnkthrcu&, 
dccp i n  thc cnoriy'a fortificd sono, 12th hrny Group, nc t ing  on SiiE3F in-  
s t r u c t i o n s ,  issuod ordors f o r  n cossnt ion of the 
thoac a t t a c k 6  dosigned t o  capturo tho  Roor dan6.73, 7e With R pronouncod 
thnw .&lag l o r g ~ ~ s m l c  t roop novononta d i f f i c u l t  , t ransfor  of d i v i s i o n s  
t o  21 Arny Group was i n i t i a t e d .  

Tho offonsive continucd vithout pnuso towards tho S iogf r iod  

On 7 Fcbrwry, with ba th  h n i G 8  

f fo  a i v c  oxcopt f o r  

159. 6th 6my Group. On 20 Jmunry tho F i r s t  Fronch kny ,  roin- 
forccd by two U.S. div is ions ,  lnunchcd an nt tnck t o  clinint-.to t h o  oncny- 
h c l d  Colqnr poclcot west o f  tho Rhino. lioanwhile, Scwnth U.S. h . 1 ~  0-w- 

cutod a l i i i t o d  withdrawal t o  s t rn ighton  i ts  linoa. 
prosoouted undor unusually sovoro ucathor conditions, WBb succOs6fu~ and 
by 7 F o b r w r y  C O l r ~ n r  had been capturod nnd tho sa l ien t  all but ol in ina tcd .  

Tha Colcinr a t t a c k ,  

160. 21 Amy G r o q .  h r i n g  t h i s  pcricd 21 a m y  Group closod its 
forcoa t o  t h o  & o r  Rivor botwccn Linnich r.nd Roornond and cont imod 
planning and p r c p r n t i c n e  f o r  tho subsoquont ndvanco t o  tho Rhinc. 

SITULTION oir 7 ~ R I J J W  

161. Tho Ardennos c a u p i g n  had vndod cnd honceforth nt:ontion vm8 
t o  bu ccntorod t o  tho north and south thorcof. I n  the weka which hnsl 
psscd  sinco 16 Dcceabcr, thc n11-out G o m  offonsive had bccn a c t ,  
stoppcd, and i t s  guino orReod whilo a 6 d i t i o n n l d l l i d d  ndwncoa hod boon 
nade on tho lovcr  Roor end i n  tho Colrstr  nruo. Thc a l l l a d  offenoivoa 
hnd boon dolaycd by about six weka, but  tho cost to tho eneny i n  l o a s  
o f  s tocks and t ranspor t ,  i n m i r l o n t  of corniunicationa, and woalccning o f  
dofanaiw c t rpabi l i t i ca  hod been dispropoortionntcly swore.  Evoiits w r o  
t o  prom t h a t  hc w.8 ncvcr nble t o  rinlcc m cf fcc t ivo  o f f o r t  t h o r c a f t c r ,  
o i t h o r  o f f o n a i w l y  or dcfonsively, 

With thc collnosu o f  tho oncny's of for t  t o  scizo tha i n i t l o r  
t i w ,  with f u l l  loe;?st icnl  support asaurcd, and w i t h  overvholning supor- 
i o r i t y  i n  tho  n i r ,  thc Al l idd  Suprc::o Co:ulancl wns prcpnrsd t o  rosurio t h o  
offonrivo.  Having dacidcd thflt tho 12th A m y  Group ndvnnco, dospi to  i t s  
unco!-dttod y w r ,  wocld not guarnntoo a c l~c ia ive  victory M a t  of  tho  
Rhino, fill p r o p r a t i o n s  wro diroctod t o m r d s  tho suzody nounting of tho  
campnign t o  c loso to tho Rhino north of Dusacldorf. 
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SECTION 1 

TRE PUNS dDDPTSD FOR CROSSING TiIE RYIi@ AFD ISOLATING TIIE RUKR 

m %SIC COYCZFT 

162. As has Sson rclP.tcd i n  prcvious chaptcrs, i t  wns the Supromc 
Commendcr's in tcn t ion  t o  c ross  t h s  Rhino and onvolop thc R u h r ,  with tho 
main e f f o r t  on the north.1 This intont ion w2.s confirmod i n  a sorios o f  
commander' 8 conforoncos and s t a f f  discussions which took place both 
bafcre  and immcdiatcly following thc k m n  ccuntoroffcnsive i n  tho 
Ardemos.2 Tho master concopt of opcrationa t o  cross the  Rhino and 
anvelcp tho W r  was dovelopd t h e r c c f t c r  i n  a s m i c s  o f  componcnt 
plans which covored throc phases: 
Rhino, and e n w l o p i n g  tho b h r .  

closing t o  the b i n e ,  croseing tho 

163. Closinp t o  t h e  Wine. 
campaign, i t  w35 astimated that thz  Al l ies  hnd nc marked super ior i ty  
over the  Germans i n  ground force strengt!i. 
of d iv is ions  f o r  offonsive operai ions,  thcrcforc ,  i t  was considcrcd 
e s s e n t i a l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  the romaindor of tho B l l i e d  forccs  along 1rOy 
t e r r a i n  f e a t u r c s  tha t  could be dfifcndod strongly by compnrativoly f o w  
troops. 
could bc turned t o  the advantngc of the dll ios  f o r  th ie  purpoec. Call- 
soquently, in summrizing on 20 January h i s  plans for AdVtInChg i n t o  
Germany, the Supromo Coinmnndor nnnounccd tho intent ion t o  closo h i s  
forces  t o  the  Rhino along i t s  longth bcforc cdvancing east  of the  r imy,  
k t  most, the  oncmy would bo permittod to  re ta in  w o s t  of the Rhino only  
aPKll l  bridgchcads incnpnble of supporting a major countw strokc a g a i n s t  
tho Allios.3 Tho fo l lov ing  stops wora visualized for  tho accomalishmont 
o f  t h i s  tnsk: 

Upon the conclusion o f  the krclsnnos 

40 f r e e  the maximum numbor 

Obviously, tho Rhino would be tho itlost cffect ivo bor r ior  which 

a, Tho i n i t i n l  a t tack  ws t o  b o  nnde b t  21 Army Group, with 
Ninth U.S. Army undor i t s  o p m t i o n a l  controi. h i lo  tho Soccnd 
B r i t i s h  Army oxortod presauro f r o n t a l l y  i n  tho ccntcr ,  the T i r a t  
C a d i a n  a m y  on thc  l e f t  was t o  swccp i n  a southcastorly nrc  botrrccn 
the h e  and tho Rhino Rivor from tho v ic in i  y o f  Niijmogun t o  thc  
Coldern - h t d n  arca  (Opcrction Yuritablo).' This drivo WRS to  bc coin- 
plomentod by EL Ninth Army admnca on tho r ich t  i n  a northoastwsrd 
d i roc t ion  acros8 thc  Roor Riwr t o  mcct thc Canadian forcos at i i o r e  And 
k c lose  a long  the Rhino f rom Dussoldorf t o  Vcsel (optmation Grcnadc).5 

b. A t  tho samo time, 12th  h m y  Group ims t o  sscure tho Roar 
dams and a t t a c k  on i t s  l c f t  across  the Roor Riwr t o  protect  21 Army 
Group's south f l a n k  during the  Crcaado advancc. Throughout tho rcrmin- 
der  of i t s  f r o n t ,  12 th  army Group W.76 t o  assumo an  n a r e s s i v o  dcfcnse 
generally a long  tho e x i s t i n g  f ront  Upon the complotion o f  
2 1 A r m y  Croup's advancc t o  the  B i n e ,  12th A m y  Group was t o  rcsumc tho 
affcnsivo and, with the means thon availablo, t o  C b S Q  t o  tho Rhino i n  

- a2 - 



its zone nor th  of the Moselle (Operation Lumberjack).7 

gaged i n  of fens ives  t o  c lose  t o  t he  Rhtne, 6th Army Group was to remain 
generally on the  defensive,  
t o  t he  Rhine, 6th army Group was t o  c lose  thereaf ter  t o  the r i v e r  south 
of the Moselle (Operation Undertone).g 

c. Uhile the Army Groups t o  t h e  north were successively en- 

Aa t he  f i n a l  stage of the Allied advance 

la, Crossing the  Rhine. a. In keeping with the Intention t o  make 
t he  main e f f o r t  north of t h e  Auhr, p lans  were made for  an assau l t  
crossing of t h e  Rhine by 21 Army Group, with Ninth U.S. A r q  under i t s  
operationirl con t ro l ,  i n  t he  %$el - h e r i c h  area (Operation Plunder).g 
Airborne fo rces ,  dropping behind the  enemy pos i t ions  on the east  bark 
of t he  r i v e r ,  were t o  a s s i s t  the ground assault  forces  (Operation 
V a r s i t y )  .IO 

It was intended t h a t  t h i s  operation should be carried out  with 
the maximum poss ib l e  s t r eng th  thet  could be supported l o g i s t i c a l l y .  To 
re inforce  2 1  bray Group, t he  Supreme Commander directed that  12th &my 
Group be prepared t o  build ug Ninth U.S. Army t o  a strength of 12 d iv i -  
sions 11 

b. It was &EO propsod t h a t  12th Army Group contribute f o r c e s  
t o  6 th  Army Group i n  order t o  ecce le ra t e  i t s  advance across the 
Pa la t ina t e .  I n  these  circumstances, 12th Arqy Group would l i k e l y  be 
l imi ted  to containing Cologne and Bonn, possibly crossing the &ins  in 
t ha t  a r ea  a f t e r  t he  enemy i n  i t s  f r o n t  had been forced t o  withdraw 
because of developments i n  t h e  nor th  and south.12 

c. With regard t o  the employment of 6 t h  Army G r o u p  during th i s  
period, i t  wse v isua l ized  t h a t  t h e  creation o f  a threat  t o  t h e  Frankfur t  
i ndue t r i a l  area would form a useful diversion in supnort of 21 Army 
Group'e a s s a u l t  across  t h e  Rhine.l3 General Eisei~hower considered t h a t  
by r e s t r i c t i n g  A l l i e d  ac t ion  between the Fivhr and the Swiss f r o n t i e r  t o  
the  defensive i n  a l l  but the Saar mea, it rrould be nossible t o  make 
t h i s  demonstratiof4strong enough t o  cons t i t u t e  the beginning of 
secondary e f fo r t .  

A l l i ed  

165. &weloping the Ruhr. Prior t o  the Ardennes operrrtion, a pro- 
posal  had been made tha t  t h e  Ruhr be i so l a t ed  by a double envelopment 
wiuith the  main e f f o r t  (21 Army Group and Ninth U.S. Army) d o n g  the  
northern edge of t h i s  a r ea  and a complementary advance by F i r s t  U.S .  
Army along t h e  general  axis Cologns  - Hamm.l5 
staff auggested i n  l a t e  December tha t  t h e  Ruhr be isolnted by compl- 
meriting the nor thern  d r ive  
eas te rn  e x i t s  of t h e  Ruhr.l8 However, General lisenhower indicated h i s  
hope that  i t  m i g h t  be poss ib l e  t o  car ry  out a double envelopment with a 
wider sweep i n  the  south a long  the na tura l  corridor Frankfurt - Kassel. 
This mneuver would circumvent the rugged t e r r a in  east  of Cologne and 
would be a speedier moans of accomplishing the complete iBole.tion of t h e  
hhr.l7 
the s i t u a t i o n  c lose r  t o  t h e  time f o r  i n i t i s t i n g  operations east  of t he  
Rhine, no dec i s ion  was made at t h i s  s tege  of the planning. 

166. Summary. &e a s t e r  p lan  and component schemes of inaneuver 

%ha Supreme Commmder's 

i t h  a i r  ac t ion  t o  disrupt t he  southern and 

Since a d e f i n i t e  commitment would have t o  await an estimnte o f  

reviewed above thus  contemplated: 

a. A s t rong  e f fo r t  across  the Ehine and north of t he  Fuhr by 
21 drw Group, with the  reinforced Ninth U.S. kmy under i t s  opora t iond  
control.  



b.  ii diversionary Offort ir. tho  Saar t o  t b a t e n  tho ?rQ?kfWt 
nroa, by 6 t h  Army Group, which would also bc reinforced with forcos  
drawn from tho c e n t r a l  f r o n t .  

C .  Contcining a c t i o n  and f c i n t s  along the wost bank of tho  
Rhino b y  1 2 t h  A m y  Group. 

d. Subscquont operat ions,  cast of  the Iihino, as dotorminod 
by clawlopmcnta. 
nn advanco u~ tho Frnnkfhrt corr idor ,  i f  possibla, muld  bo woloonc 
contr ibut ions t o  tho succcss of tho mnia of ior t  i n  the north. 

JAXI a s s a u l t  c ross ing  i n  tho !%nnheim - Main2 arca nnd 

FJLDTORS IFL'VXGXiVG 'I" &FTION OB TKZ ?LfdIS 

Ground Porco Considorations 

167. Enomy Si tua t ion .  Tha s t rongth of the G u r "  forcoa opios ing  
tho n l l i o s  had bLGn roducod by rc rcn t  dcvalo-monte. 
Camyiign hnd cost  tho onomy 120,000 non ard much materiel. Roolying 
spin upon tho dufonsiw value of t h o  Siogfriod Lino, tho  German Sigh 
Cwmfind had thoroaf tor  t ransfar rod  15 divis ions t o  tho Eastorn Front, 
including tho S i x t h  Pnnror nrmy.19 Novcrtholosa, tho &" a i t u a t i o n  
v i t h  rogard t o  ground forcoa was s t i l l  a c w s c  f o r  concorn on tho p r t  
o f  tho Suprcmc Comnandor. I n  loto Janupry, tho 71 divis ions of t h o  
A l l i c s  WOPC confronted by 80 Oormnn divieiona. d t h o u g h  m y  o f  tho  
l n t t o r  werc aor ious ly  doplotod i n  both mon and materiol, tho onomg's 
combnt a t rongth  k m  not considorcd mrlcodly i n f e r i o r  to  that of tho 
Allics. Horoovcr, should the  &ssian wintor offensiva weakon and thc 
Gomans c a r r y  out  a partial v i t h d r c w l  from Northorn I t a l y ,  A n  nddi- 
t i o n a l  20 onomy d iv is ions  might bo divertod to  the Woetorn Front. 
poESibi l l t iQS could not be ignorod,20 

Tho r r @ o n n o ~  

Wosc 

l&. Zorrain. Consideration of  tho scvernl natural  obstnclos f a c i n g  
tho r i l l i o s  a t  t h i s  time supportcd $110 plcn  t o  mako tho s t rong  o f f o r t  on 
tho nor th ,  

c. Bcforo cmorging into tho Coloflc p la in ,  F i r s t  U.S. a n y  
w u l d  bo rcquirod t o  c lcnr  tho dons0 Burt(;on ForQEt and t o  eo i zc  tho 
Boor Rivur dams. While those macrvoi rs  ronninod i n  Corman hands, tho 
possibility of a r t i f i c i a l l y  croatcd f loods would dotar any Hll iod  
adw.nce acrose  thc IbQr Valley, 
wro e t i l l  cngngod i n  the Siogfr iod posi t ions:  tho former would hew 
subsoquontly t o  ne- t ia te  the d i f f i c u l t  to r ra in  oxtending t o  tho Rhino 
along i t s  f r o n t ,  tho  l n t t o r  s t i l l  would ba sop~tratod from tho Wddlo 
Rhino b y  thc broad oxpenso of tho Palnt inatc .  
and built-up sec t ions  which wem t o  bo found i n  the north, t h i s  nrvcc. 
8emod boat  au i tcd  f o r  inmodinte o q l o i t n t i o n .  

b. 

Third 0.S. i m y  and 6th  Army Group 

Doeplte tho i n d u s t r i d  

E n a t  of tho RhinQ, the  North Gorman Plnin  wa6 considered 
to  o f f e r  tho torrc.in bes t  su i ted  f o r  rosumption of the mobilQ-type 
warfare vhlch fcvored tho alllea? It ws rocogrrlaod that tho rogion 
embracod an i n t r i c a t e  drninAgQ syston which, by timely demolition of 
dikoa and br idges ,  tho anomy could us0 t o  B l o w  An All ied advanco, Ji 
ranid dr ivo  by  tho d l l l c s ,  however, night dony t o  tho German6 t h i s  c a w  
bi'.ity. I t  m s  f o l t ,  moreovor, t h n t  tho notuork o f  higbmya which 
s e m d  tho For th  Gcmnn Pla in  would provide g o a t o r  frcodom of Lancuvor 
thnn that offorod by  tho narrow cor r idor  landing northoaat from Brink- 
Aut, tho  only  otlior i intural  routa of advance in to  Contra1 OOrmnn~.*~ 



c. It was nevertheless  8ppWmt that  a trang secondary 
s f f o r t  i n  t h e  Frankfurt a r e a  would be desirable.2q Vith the Sam over- 
run by the  A l l i e s ,  t h i s  region would const i tute  an indus t r ia l  zone 
recond in i rqaytance i n  Western Germew o n l y  t o  the Ruhr. Allied 
t h r u s t s  in t h a t  direction would  ?in down sn€W forces  which night  
otherwise be &Xtd ncrthward t o  strengthen the Buhr defenses. In  
t ry ing  t o  ho!(: Lsih vi".al reglons, t h e  enw would erpose himself t o  
Dossibla dt;fcat ir. Leiai l ,  since the  rugged terrain separating the two 
areas  tad& t o  i c o l a t e  them from,each other. 

169. %>-%,.rc~.. In January, when plans were being prepared in  
d e t a i l ,  the B l l l d  forces  amounted t o  71 divisione, o f  &ich several  
were un&arYtrdk&fh as a r e s u l t  of the  Ardennes Cmpalgn, 
would rise t o  S5 i n  March, including Six airborne d i v i s i o n ~ . ~ 3  

Thia f i g u r e  

me G e m  onslaught i n  the Ardennes and the Allied counter- 
ac t ion  had af fec ted  pr imar i ly  12th  Army Group. 
Group had been reduced in effect iveness  by t ransfer  o f  forces to  the 
affected area and by the  extension of i t s  zone northward.z4 While 
21 Arriy Group hed diver ted the e f f o r t s  of Ninth U.S. dray and a r e  
inforced corps of f i v e  divis ions t o  oppose the Gemen drive, the  Group 
as a whole hnd. been l e s s  arduously enployed during December then the 
tvo U.S. Arny Groups. It was considered, therefore, t o  be the l o g i c a l  
f o r c e - t o  undertake the next najor  A l l i e d  effor t .  

However, 6th Arny 

170. Logis t ica l  Factors. Rail capacity and the overal l  availa- 
bi l i ty  .of su?plies, including amuni t ion ,  had s teadi ly  improved. 
Railheads i n  the north,  were close behind the  front  l i n e s  and not f a r  
d i s t a n t  from the  Phino River: rehabi l i ta t ion  had ?regressed so well  
tha t  l i t t l e  time would be required t o  extend l ines to  the Wine when 
t h e  area8 were ~ l e a r e d . ~ 5  Railheads in the center and the south were 
also cloee behind the f r o n t  l i n e s  but s t i l l  at considerable d is tance  
from the B i n e  River; the rehabi l i ta t ion  of the rail lines through t h e  
general a r e a  of Searbrucken t o  the  Rhine would require  some time.26 

The support Of an advance eas t  of the B i n e  t o  aay appreciable 
d is tance  w i t h  l a r g e  forces  would require  rail operations east  of  the  
&&ne River and ra i l  crossings over the  k i n e .  
f a c i l i t L e s  and equipment were l imited,  the croasings and main l i n e s  
had to  be se lec ted  so an best  t o  support the operations and p r i o r i t i e s  
established. Such crossings and l i n e s  f o r  the encirclenent of the Ituhr 
were obviously those i n  t h e  north rutning eaet f rom Wesel and those in 
the  south through Frankfurt, permit t ing a junction through Kassel. 
Pending the placing i n t o  operation of rail l i n e s  acrose and east of the 
&be,  the  ex ten t  of the  advance would dmend upon the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  
motor and a i r  t r e n ~ p o r t . ~ 7  

Since construction 

A i r  Force Considerations 

171. &emy Situat ion.  The continuous Allied e f for t  against  thw 
enemg's production of f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  SA fue l  was showing i t s  e f f e c t .  
I n  a d d i t i o n , i t  was believed that a part of the remaining German f i g h t e r  
s t rength had recent lv  been sh i f ted  t o  the Eastern Front. 
neu j e t  ? lanes  would continue t o  ooerate in the Wost but the super lor i ty  
of the A l l i e s  was considered incontestable.28 

Some o f  h i s  

172. Own Forces. A i r  force disposi t ions would permit a grea ter  
t a c t i c a l  a i r  e f for t  in the  north than in the  south. 
e f f o r t  i n  t h e  south, addi t ional  a i r f i e l d s  would have t o  be developed 
around Mete t o  accommo 
north Qf t h e  h d e n n e s . B  

90 strengthen an 

t e  Ninth UPS. Air Force g ~ o u p s  current ly  baaed 
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DEVELOPMENT OF TiIE SITUATION PORTH OF THE MOSELLE 

... 
RESUMPTIOPT OF THX O F F ~ S I V E ~ '  

173. In compliemce with the Supreme Commder's d i rec t ive ,  2 1  Army 
G r o q i  lnunehed on 8 February i t s  mtte.ck t o  c lose t o  the Rhino. On th?.t 
day ~ 1 6 0 ,  F i r s t  U.S. A r n y  reswxd i t s  d r ive  t h r o w  the Eurtgen Forest. 
Third U.S.  Army contlnuod t o  -robe into the Siegfried defenses enst  of 
Lw.mbourg. On 23 Pebrunry F i r s t  nnd Ninth Arinires launchad L cross ing  
o f  the Boer, 

On 28 Februnry, Uinth U.S. Amy, under oper- t iond control  of 
21 Amy Group,j2 broke c l e a r  of t h e  Roer bridgfhead and turning north- 
ward on 2 tiarch Ret tha Second S r i t i s h  k n y  at Venlo. F i r s t  Brag 
captured Cologne on 8 M,%rch nnd Bonn on tho loth,  while Third U.S. Army 
closcd t o  t h e  Rhinc i n  i t s  ?.one north of the : ioselle Rnrl pr%inr& t o  
se ize  Koblenz. 

P U N  RODSPIED TC W L O I T  R3ILGXt' BRiDG3.EUE 

174, The outstandiaq event of the  Rhinelnnd c q a i g n  occurred an 
8 Knrch when n F i r s t  U.S. "my spearhead, ca2i ta l iz ing on tha ener.iy's 
f a i l u r e  t o  destroy the  Benagen Bridge, seiecd t h e  s t ructure  ;ind e s t n b  
lished n bridgehead on t h e  ea6t  bRnk of the b i n s .  On the following 
dxr, the  Supreme Coluiander Ruthoriaed the comiitnent o f  f ivo divinions 
t o  the bridgehead end d i rec ted  Cenerirl Bradley t o  secure And develop 
the p o s i t i o n  with R view t o  .wJcins m early pdvance frnm i t  t o  the 
southenst.33 

FACTOBS INFLVEMCLNG MODIFICATION OF THE PIAN 

Ground Forca Conslderntions 

175. kemv S l t w t i o n .  The unexnected crossing of Germny's 
t rad i t ionpl  inner  moat WAS A sorious blow t o  both t h e  mil i tnry and 
c iv i l ian  elements o f  the Reich. 
fortune, i t  was essent ia l  t o  a l l o w  the  eneriy no pp.uso f o r  recovery. 
Bol?. rieks were j u s t i f i e d .  

To c a p i t a l i z e  upon t h i s  stroke of 

In t h e  immediate tac t ic f l l  s i tua t ion ,  the scieure of a bridge- 
head n t  Rcn,-k:en nss i s ted  not only 12th Array Grou? but t h e  other Army 
Grows RS w e l l .  
mobi le  reserves  rq:rtinst what WAS obviously a grave dEllger,*'thue 
reducing the  sca la  of oypositlon t h a t  he  night otherwiae hrve wrployed 
~ g n i n s t  21 Arnv Group's Operntion Plunder. 
trwtBd stpnd agRinst 6 th  Amy Grour, seened doubtful RS i t  becme 
n y a r e n t  thnt  fur ther  penetrat ion o f  inner Cer!iany by t h e  Allies would 
nalce the enemy's pos i t ion  i n  the P a l a t i n a t e  ineffect ivc a 6  well AS 

nrecnrious. 35 

The enaw p r o q t l y  threw the bulk of h i s  remining 

In the Palat inate ,  R pro- 

176. Terrnin. Despi te  t h e  f a c t  thnt  tho Renngen bridgehwd was 
surrounbd b? h i l l  nilas886, i t s  eventual exmnsion  t o  the Cologne - 
Frnnkfurt autobahn would r e s t o r e  to F i r s t  U.S. Arny force6 a consider- 
able m e w "  of mobility. If F i r e t  Amy could then dr ive southimrd 
along t h e  autobahn towards Wiesbden, it would r o l l  back enew defenses 



177. Logistical Factors, . %e plan contqlated Logistical supp~rt 
h t w e q  - Nijmegen - Osnabruck; Liege L. along t h e  genera3 rail l inest 

WeseX 
&fnd - &nnhein - Frankfurt; with the  probable heavy load in the  
north.37 
of possible early rail support Of forces intended for action 8011th of 
the'R&r, 
were delayed by increased enmy resistance and large forces were poured 
through the Benagen bridgehead, it would be necessary t o  develop rail 
l inee leading fron the northwest far the First u, s, A m y  and fron the  
southwest f o r  the Third U.S. drw to the Benagen bridge,, and f rom the t  
bridge t o  the  east and southeast. ' h e  l i n e s  t h e " V e 6  did not o f f e r  
great capacity md d i d  not traverse the shortest route,  but if they 
could be- rehabilitated quickly enough they would greatly assist pro- 
gress east of the Rhfne until the routes throu@ h i n z  were opened.3 

Munster; Verdun and Nancy - Sw'bmcken - kinz - Frankfurt ;  

The C&~sture of the &aa#p bridge ckused a reconsideration 

If the crossings of the b i n e  south o f  the  MOselle River 



PEIRD U.S. aREiY EiISSIOfl ENLBRoE3) 

l7g .  It had been planned t h a t ,  upon completion of operat ions north 
o f  the  Moselle, 6th  Army Group would be given dtrong l o g i s t i c a l  ehpport 
and would f o r c e  i t s  q v  t o  t h e  &in$ south of the Moselle, pfepared t o  
take advantage of any opportunity t o  cross  in the kannheim - h i n z  
area. 
strengthening of t h e  plant 
through the Siegfr ied Line defenses . in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Saarbrucken, 
l'hird &my would thrus t  southeastward across  the Koselle t o  d i sorganize  
the eneray i n  reax of the  S iegf r i sd  Line and t o  m r a y  i t s e l f  a s  & l e f t  
wall along 6 t h  Army Group's corr idor  of advance.39 

Third U.S. A n y ' s  rnpid advance t o  Koblenz s w e s t e d  a f w t h e r  
concurrent ly  with 6th Army Group's a t t a c k  

DBiiRIVRW mO# PIAX 
179. P a r t l v  as a r a d u l t  o f  t h e  demoralization caused by the  capture  

of the Remagen bridge and because the  e n W  possessed no reserve f o r c e s  
to  neet t h i s  new thrus t ,  Third U.S. Arrgr's a t tack  acroB8 the l iosel le ,  
launched on 13 - 14 March, achieved marked sucoes6. &my r e s i s t a n c e  
was p a r t i c u l a r l y  inef fec t ive  south of  Koblenz, and armcrea Porces o f  mlrd 
Arqy a d v w o d  ragidly southeastward across  6ha rugged Bunsruck region i n t o  
Bed Kreuznach on 16 Harch. 

The 6 t h  Arm Grour, a t tack ,  which began on 16 tIarch, was making 
elow progress throu& t h e  e a s i l y  defended Siegfr ied pos i t ions  eas t  of 
Saarbrucken as Third U.S. Arm's colunns poised f o r  a dash t o  t h e  
Bhine near Main.. 
between 12th And 6 t h  Army Groups was t m g a r i l y  sh i f ted  southward t o  
pern i t  Third Army t o  continue i t e  dr ive.  
pressed forward and, at Oppenheim on 22 Xarch, made the  f i r s t  A l l i e d  
assaul t  c ross ing  of the IZhlne. 
twa addi t ional  crossings i n  the Oberwesel - Boppard area. 
6th Brny &D* broke through the  obs tac les  i n  i t s  zone and crossed the  
Rhine near Worms on 26 March. 

To t ake  advantwe of t h i s  s i tua t ion ,  the boundary 

mird Amy force8 hUV2distGly 

On 25 Mczrch, Third Amy forces  made 
Thus assiated, 

FACTORS AFFECTING THE DIPARTLIRE FROFi PUii  

Ground Force Considerations 

180, &.my Situat ian.  While t h e  A l l i e d  fo rces  were closing t o  t h e  
Rhine north o f  the Moselle, repor t s  indicated that  the cnmy had been 
forced t o  dispose h i s  remaining f o r c e s  i n  the south ao a thin 
crust along t h e  Moselle from Koblenz t o  the v i c i n i t y  of Trier, thence 
along the general  line Saar lau tern  - Hagenau. H i s  losses i n  the  nor th  
had been so great tha t  h e  now hRd no reaerves  with which t o  provide 
depth t o  these defonsos. &reover, the  uni t s  tha t  had been di6pOSed 
along the p e r b e t o r  wore a lnos t  complotoly immobilized by lack of 
transport and fuel. PhUS, an & l i e d  breskthrough anywhere along t h o  
eneny's 11 e would render untenable  h i s  e n t i r e  posi t ion i n  t h e  
Pabt ina te? l  

l61. Terrain.  Although t a r r a i n  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  P a l a t i m t e  w o u l d  
favor the enemy i n i t i a l l y ,  th6 m e &  subsequently would conat i tu te  R 
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grave problem for him, 
Moselle and the Siegfried defenaes which extended f rom.  Trier t o  the  
€bine near Hagenau provided excelLent defensive features, 
respect, hoarever, the Pegion conformed t o  the " y t 8  own disposition 
of forces; there was no depth, 
behind .these obstacles would favor t he  highly mobile Allies, mad the 
Rhine would  assist them in trapping the eneqy. 

zhe highlands d o n g  the mutlzern bank of the  

In t h i s  

%e broad q a n s e  of t he  S a m  baain 

182, Logistical $actors. %e provision of l o g i a t i c d  mpport for 
b r e e k t h r o d  opefatione south of the b m l l e ,  over long, dn& u- 
guarded notor  routes, would be As had been s e ~  

.during t h e  drive itcrow prance., however, rapid advances required a 
nin iam of m u n i t i o n  m e n d i t w e  and thus eased t o  sone-&tent the 
very supply problen which they created, . The importance of sustaining 
the sp&d of operations at this time ww considered t o  justify the 
trmsf er of addit ionel  truck transport fron the ~ m m " o a t i o n s  Zone 

. t o  the mniee, despite  its effect upon k " i c a t i o n s  Zone activit ies .  42 

najor undertaking, 



ELUCXV! ST-WGTE PROPOSED WORTH OF RUHR 

183. Xiter  8 FebrGu-y, srhen t h e  A l l i e s  resuqed the offensive, t h e  
situp,ition. d o n g  t h e  e n t i r e  :restern Front doveloped so r+ id ly  RS t o  
m!re i m r n c t i c a b l e  t h e  p r e p r a t i o n  of de ta i led  plans f o r  ae r* . t ions  
Bnst of t h e  Rhine, 
be envelop&, on t h e  north hR.d BOreRdy been e s t ~ b l i s h e d ~ 3  nnd i t  had 
been possible  i n  earl:. JEmur.rr to  consider nore procisely the sca le  
of effor t  which ahoiild b e  , % p l i e d  t o  t i i s  nnin drive. An &lteminp.ticn 
of the l o g i s t i c , d  s i t u - t i o n  indicntod thc-.t R to tn l  of 35 divis ions 
could eventun1l:r be s ~ i o r t e e .  through the northern br id&~ead.~b 
Accordindly, on 13 Mnrch, 12 th  hrny Group WES directed, while cont inuing 
t o  exploit the  R a a g e n  bridgehcxd, i t  be 9repe.red t o  euploy T i r s t  U.S.  
Pcryi in  s t renz th  o f  not l o s s  t h m  ten  divif i ions north of the Ruhr The 
i n i t i a t l o n  d a t e  f o r  such erploynent vas indicated t o  be 15 41ril.~5 

However, t h e  general  preoise  tha t  the  Ruhr  should 

DECISION TO MI: STRONG D R I n  SOUTH OB RUER 

154.. On the  n i & t  o f  23 - 24 HiU.ch, S in th  U.S. Urn.. and Second 
In Bri t ish A r q r  crossed the Rhine River i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of wasel. 

conjunction with t h i s  o?erption, on the  following norning an a i rborne  
drop wan mcrile by one U.S. nnd one B r i t i s h  divis ion f w t h e r  eas t  of  the  
-%$ne. In t h e  south, noanwhile, t h e  sgeed of the A l l i e d  operations 
cpught the  enccy cofiinletoly Unprepmod t o  ctefend enet o f  the &ins.  
Third U.S .  Amy, having crossed t h e  Rhine on 22 %nrch, seized two 
bridges i n t a c t  over tho  k i l n  River on 26 Wmch as F i r s t  U.S. Amy, with 
nine d iv is ions  i n  t h c  Renagen bridgahhoad, broke t w o  colw.in8 out o f  t h n t  
mea. 
tho %ine i n  the  v ic ic i t ; r  of Norms. 

On the  e m o  da te ,  i t  w i l l  be  recnl led ,  6th drny Group crossed 

On 28 March, F i r s t  and Third U.S.  Armies were cl.irected t c  
continue Abreast UTI the  Frankfurt  - Zassel  corr idor ,  the  for  e t o  
n&o contact with 21 .InXy Group f o r c e s  i n  the Padorbarn area?g The 
effccf of this decis ion  was t o  s h i f t  t h e  e ~ h a s i s  of the Allied offen- 
sive fron the  nor th  t o  the  centor of t h e  f r o n t ,  

FACTORS Ii!FLl%tiXC:iTG C U i G E  OF DPHASIS TO SU.JTB OF RUHR 

Ground and air Force Considorations 

l S 5 .  General S i tua t ion .  dlon$ t h c  c e n t r d  f ront ,  the  enemy had 
been bewildered by Third U.S. nrRv's s w i f t  adVanCf3, uninterrupted f ron  
the nonent of i t s  ino+ion &lo&; the  lioselle. %ea F i r s t  U.S..ArKv 
broke f o r t h  from t h e  Bemagon bridg&Sad, Third Arrw crossed the  €Lain 
River and 6 t h  i irm,v Orou? gained t h e  eas t  bank of t h e  m i n e  ouposi te  
Ilorms, R ct is intcgrat ion of energ f o  ces  s imilar  t o  that  witnessed i n  

penetration i n  t h i s  a r e a  might c a m e  R s i m i l a r  weakening amon< t h e  
enemy forces  s t i l l  ogaosing 21 Amy Group, 

\restern Prance be,;= t o  talc8 place.  4 7 ;t was possible  t h a t  a dew 

Suff ic ien t  t a c t i c a l  8ir e f f o r t  could be nnin ta ine l  i n  f r o n t  
of the  Third U.S.  A r k v  by rapici forward displacement o f  fi&ter-bomber 
and reconnaissance groups t o  r o h a b i l i t n t d .  captured ener.xv a i r f i e l d s  i n  
the  v i c i n i t y  o f  Frankfur t  and thence northeastward. 



By 24 March rail i s o l n t i o n  o f  t h e  Ruhr had become an accomp- 
l ished fac t .  
in terdict ion br idges  And tw, backup bridges, while t racks were cu t  at 
the other th ree  main l i n e s  of i n t e r d i c t i o n  bridges. By the sme d a t e ,  
20 out of 25 marshal l ing yards  on the periphery of the Ruhr had been 
so heevi ly  danaged a s  t o  prevent e i t h e r  through running or marshalling. 
Photo reconnaissance revealed thRt t r a f f i c  i n  the Ruhr i t s e l f  was t o  
a l l  intent8 and purposes at a a t ~ n d s t i l l . ~ ~  

One o r  more 6pms were down on 14 of the main l i n e s  of 

186. T'errRin. I n  t h e  north,  a t e n s i v e  denolrtion of the ,?any wRter 

This condi t ion did 
coursps which laced  the W e s t p l d i ~ n  p l a i n  was causing delay a d  g iv ing  
the enmy frequent opportuni ty  t o  reform and f ight .  
not ex is t  i n  t h e  Frankfurt  - Kaasel co r r ido r ,  which was found to  o f f e r  
excellent highways f o r  fast-moving arnor  And motorieed Infantry. 

187, Logis t ica l  Factors .  The Collapse of the RenRgen bridge and 
the  eprly crossings of t h e  Rhlne in t h e  south by the  Third U . S .  Arny 
and the  6th Amy Group re l ieved  any necess i ty  for  developmont of main 
rail lines through Benagen, and q e r n i t t e d  following the o r i g i n d  
D ~ R U ~ &  m e s  o f  supply, a c e s t  for l i m i t e d  xse of subsidiary r a i l  
on both s ides  of t h e  Rhine for t h e  support of the F i r s t  U.S .  d r y .  
Arrengenents had been nade fo r  t h e  t r s n s f e r  of more truck transporta- 
t ion fron the Communications Zone t o  t h e  h i e s  f o r  the advance eRst O f  
the Rhine, en& It was eSthIRted that, with favorable conditions for 
a i r  supply, l o g i s t i c a l  support could be given t o  the  operations t o  
include A t  l e a s t  t h e  encirclenent  o f  t h e  hhr. The s a c r i f i c e  of t h e  
l o g i s t i c a l  e f f o r t  of t h e  Conrm.nicntions Zone and of Britii; supnly 
build-up n t  t h i e  time WRE considered j u s t i f i e d  i n  view of the probfibly 
p e n t ,  imediRte  opera t iona l  gains.50 

*Yes 

COMPLEl'IDN OF THE ENVELOPMXXT 

188. In compliance w i t h  the  d i r e c t i v e  o f  28 March, 12th Army Group 
forces  d v m c e d  ran id ly  northeastward from the h M k f u r t  - Gieeeen 
mea. While Third U.S. &nv branched eastward below Kassel t o  fol low 
the auto'oehn toward Eisennch, F i r s t  U.S. Army drove through the Hessian 
h i l l s  t o  capture  Paderborn and t o  contnct  armor o f  the Ninth U.S. A r m y  
( s t i l l  under opera t iona l  cont ro l  of 21 &qf Groug) at LiypstRdt on 
1 April. 
"B" was trapped, and fron which 325,000 prisoners  were short ly  t o  be 
taken. 

This junc t ion  forned t h e  huge Ruhr pocket in  which A m y  Group 

On 30 &rch t h e  F i f teenth  U.S. Army, under conmarid of Lieutenant  
Oeneral Leonard T. Gerow, was ordered t o  re l ieve  F i r s t ,  !bird,  and 
Ninth U.S. Arnies of t h e i r  occupat ional  respons ib i l i t i es  in  Gernany 
west of the Rhine and t o  takQ over t h e  defense o f  t h e  a r e a  along t h a t  
r i v e r  l ine .  

Thus, on 1 April, t h e  d l l i ed  f r o n t  extended general ly  i n  a 
wide a r c  based on the R h h e  at &mQrich i n  t h e  north ~d Mannhein i n  
the south. Along th is  a r c ,  the  impor tmt  c i t i e s  of Munster, Ifassel, 
Eisenarh, and Hirsburg were 5mOediAtQly threatened by the  Allid 
advnnc e. 
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FINXI, @BJZCTiVr, I:J SIGHT 

189, The encirclment  of the  h h r ,  l so ln t ing  the indus t r ia l  hear t  
of Germny, se t  the s tage  f o r  the Rcconnlishnent of the f i n a l  object ive 
n s s i g e d  the Su?rene Commder by t h e  Combined Chiefs of Stnff -- t h e  
flestruction of  the Gemm mned forces.' However, r q i d  nction s t i l l  
rfns necessnry t o  ciestrog t h e  disorganized enmy nrmiea.2 

PLfl FOR TfiZ dDVL?CE 

1%. The Plm ndopted t o  acconplish the  fur ther  divis ion of t h e  
onoay provided fnr  a poworful th rus t  eastward on thc axis Knssel - LBipZig 
t o  d i t  Germmp i n  ha l f  nnd n&e contact  with the Soviet Amy.3 

a. 6th &my Grou;, was d i rec ted :  

(1) To p r o t e c t  the  right flank of the nain t h r u ~ t  as f a r  
a s  Sayreuth. 

( 2 )  To be prepared to  e t tack  on the axis Nurnberg - 
Regensburg - Linz. 

b. 12th Amy Group, inc l td ing  tho b'lnth U. s. Arny,  was d i r e c t e d :  

(1) 

( 2 )  

To destroy the eneiw forces  oncircled i n  the R u h r .  

90 launch t h e  na in  Al l ied  nttaclc on t h e  axis  K n s s e l  - 
Leiqeig, 

To be prepmed t o  cs r rv  out operatione beyond the  
D b e  River. 

(3) 

c. 21 iirny Group * r m  di rec ted :  

(1) 

(2) To launch, therenf te r ,  R th rus t  t o  the Blbe River. 

( 3 )  To be prepared t o  wrry out operations east  o f  t h e  
Elbe River ,  

Po continue i t s  ndvnmc t o  the Leine R i v e r  and Brenen. 

FACTORS INFLL~CIJG A20P'PIOI OF €'LAX 

General Considerktions 

191. It long had been reCOgniEcd that the formulation of a d e f i n i t e  
nlnn far the Rdvmce t o  the eas t  n f t e r  the  cmture of t h e  hhr would 
h;.ve t o  wait en exminat ion of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a i s t l n g  at t h R t  tine.4 
The Allied nrmies now were advancing cas t  of the  Rhine on a broa4 f r o n t ,  
and the Suprene Commmder was Affordd  an opportunity t o  del iver  n f i n d  
crushing dr ive along mg or  a l l  of t h r e e  routes. 
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a. An advance south,  down the Canube Valley, would: 

(1) ISOlAte the "Nntionhl ReZoubtn, a highland region 
i n  lomr 3 m r i a  and Austria th2.t m s  reported t o  
ha* boon A O v e l o  ed RE. the f i n a l  refuge f o r  the 
Nazi g.owm"nt .  3 

(2)  

b ccnt ra l  drim on tho KESSQ~ - Loipeig axis would: 

(1) 

Load t o  a junct ion with the Soviots i n  

b. 

&)turd the lnat important Gormn indus t r in l  a rea  
(Loipzig - Chcmnite). 

S+t Gor?_lnny i n  half by nodting tho Soviat m i n  
offor t .  

Ratain tlic f l o x i b i l l t y  aocossnry to reinforce r q i d l y  
thc ndvonce i n  t h s  aouth o r  north, o r  b o t h ,  dopending 
on the dcMlopncnt o f  tho  s i t u ~ t i o n . 7  

( 2 )  

( 3 )  

C. An advanco ecros8 tho North German pllaina would; 

(1) Socur2 thc G0rmr.n aor t s .  

(2)  Cut o f f  Hollnnd, " a r ! c ,  nxl Norw.y.fton C.rmny.g 

Borlin could ba rirnchod by e i thor  tho contrnl or  northern routo 
but ,  aaidc fron thc  pychologica l  of foc t  that i t s  ccyturo woul3 hnvo upon 
tho 00rarul poople,9 i t  no longcr WRB considorod M i n s r t e a t  a t rn togic  
abjoctivc. 
B o r l i n l  6 indus t r in l  vuluo; thc aovoaont of govcrnniontal ministriits t o  tho  
Erfur t  - Zeigzig w o n  nlrcedy had boon ro'xrrtod; e.nc1the wrly cnpturc O f  
tho c i t y  by thc  Sovict i l n y  vp.8 probcblo.1° 

Tho e f f e c t s  of the  bl l iod  s t r a t o d c  bonbiw h d  n u l l i f i c b  

If Carmn rosistnncc woro t o  continue t o  diaintogrntc, 
siriultnwous Allied dr ivas  ngninst onch o f  tho s t ra teg ic  Drone night  
achiow the dileircd rcsu l t s ,  'out i t  vns bolicvcd thnt  the war could bo 
shortanod by concontruting on H einglo, p v w r f u l  drivo.ll 

Groud Wrco Considorcticns 

192. Enom Forcos. it @ping holo had boon croctod i n  tha ccntor  o f  
the German Front by the encirclement of the whole of Army Group 19" and 
two corpe of Army Group ''H" in the F3hr.12 Against thn 6th Army Group, 
the Garman a r s t  and Nineteanth Armies were offering soma resis tance 
t o  the Al l i ed  advance, and, i n  the north,  the German Nrst Parachute 
kr&w still maintained a f a i r l y  u n i f i e d  f ront .  
by the All ied forces bad disrupted onemy communications almoat c o w l e t e l y ,  
andKeaeelring, who had been broufht  hurr iedly from I t a l y  to  reglace 
Yon Rundstedt, found i t  p r a c t i c a l l y  impossibla t o  exercise uni f ied  
control over h ie  sca t te red  forces .  
the Germans had lost an average of 10,ooO prisoners  par day during 
thrch.13 It a p p a r e d  t h a t  the enemy' 8 only chanw for  prolonging 
resistance lay  in r e t r e a t i n g  i n t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Rsdoubt i n  the Alps and 
i n  holding out i n  Denmark, Borvay, and Western Holland. 

The rapid exploi ta t ion 

Enemy morale was extremely 10% and 

193. Terrain. The t e r r a i n  between Xasssl and Leipzig offerod no 
m j c r  river obstacle and waa a p la teau  su i tab le  f o r  the rapid movement 
of armored c~lumns. 
by Mny waterways, and the ground tended t o  be wet aid boggy i n  the  

In cont ras t ,  the North Germsn plain was i n t e r s e c t e d  



spring, 
Germans continued t h e i r  Usual prac t ice  of bridge destruction, it would be 
b e t t e r  to  advan e acroas  t h e  headwaters of  the r ivers  ra ther  than t h e i r  
lower reaches.l$ 

k p i d  movement -8 the ensence of the Al l ied  plan and, if the 

194. own Forces. Phe des t ruc t ion  of large German forces W s t  of 
the  llhine followed by the ranid build-up of Al l ied  forces eas t  of the  
m i n e  gave the A l l i e s  e v e r ~ e r e  a super ior i ty  over the Oermsns facing 
them. The All ied armies vere  60 dispased t h a t  a s t rong drive Could be 
made along any of t h e  three r c u t e s  under cmsidera t ion  with a minimum 
of  regrouping. 
para l le l ’dr ives  of F i r s t  and Third U.S. Armies up the Frankfurt - Kassel 
corridor’, that Strong forces  were i n  t h e  bes t  Dositinn t o  e q l o i t  the 
All ied Euccesses by dr iv ing  eastward through the gap i n  the German 
lines. It was a l s o  the center  which could most, quickly be reinforced 
by  divisians as they were p r o g e s s i v e l y  released from the operations i n  
t h e  Ruhr, I t  was believed advisable  t o  re turn Ninth V.S. Army t o  the  
operational cont ro l  o f  12th Army Group i n  order  t o  place a l l  of the 
forces  engaged i n  c lear ing  the W r  under one army group commander and 
thereby pubhim i n  the  bes t  pos i t ion  t o  determine when the Si tuat ion i n  
the  Ruhr would permit re leas ing  forces  f r o m  tha t  operation t o  augnent 
t h e  drive t o  the eas t . l5  

I t  was i n  t h e  center ,  however, a B  a resul t  of the  

195. Logis t ica l  $actors. Al l ied  advances had been so rapid and so 
extensive tha t  rail development had been outdistanced, and t ransport  i n  
forward area8 was again the primary l o g i s t i c a l  problem. Although ample 
par t  c a p c i t i e a  were provided by the pr inc ipa l  ports  of harse i l les ,  
Cherbourg, Le Havre, Rouen, and dntwerp, the rehabi l i ta t ion  and 
development o f  r a i l r o a d s  had resu l ted  i n  adequate rail c a p c i t i e s  
forward only t o  the  genoral l i n e  Karlsruhe - Saarbruchen - T r i o r  - 
Hunohen Oladbach. East  of t h i s  l i n e ,  l o g i s t i c a l  support i n i t i a l l y  was 
dependent e n t i r e l y  upon a i r  and t ruck transport. 
o f  rail f a c i l i t i e s  across  the  W i n e  at  k i n e  and Wesel bee imminent and 
l i n e s  wre being repaired e a s t  o f  the B i n e  in  the  direct ion of Frankfurt, 
kbnster, and Osnabmck, r a i l  and rai lhead capacity would be very l imited 
before 15 April, 
be  possible eas t  of the  Rhine. Weanwhile, it would be possible succeSS- 
f u l l y  t o  support the advancing armies against  l i g h t  res is tance by s t r i c t  
economy aad the j u d i c i a l  employment o f  the avai lable  motor transport. 
Every e f for t  would Xeve to  be di rec ted  toward the continuing extension 
of rail l i n e s  i n  order  t o  release progress vely tho maximum amount of 
motor t ransport  f o r  use i n  formrd areas . lk  

Although completion 

U n t i l  t h i s  tima no heavy supply concantrationa would 

Air Force Considerations. 

196. Enem Si tuat ion.  By t h i s  time the German Air  Force was 
capable of very’little i n  t h ~  way o f  offensive action.l7 A l l i e d  s t r a t e g i c  
bombers had naut ra l izcd  the threat o f  German j e t  a i r c r a f t  by smaehing 
the long runways roquired for t h e  operation of these planes. Lack o f  
fuel m s  keeping the  bulk o f  the enemy’a standard a i r c r a f t  grounded. 
1 0 8 6  of almost half the  a i r f i e l d s  i n  Germany resul ted i n  groater congeshim 
on the avai lable  f i e l d s  and i n  consequence greator losses  from A l l i d  
air attacks,16 

197. 

The 

O w n  Forces. Al l i ed  air super ior i ty  was now so great that enemy 
OPPOsition t o  t a c t i c a l  air operat ions,  which ware being reduced owlng t o  
l a c k  of su i tab le  targets, was n ~ g l i g i b l e . ~ 9  
t o  carry out supply and evacuation missions t o  forward areas with a high 
dogree of safety. 

l y a v ~ l  Considerations. 

Transport a i r c r a f t  were able  

196. Allied naval  aupar ior i ty  WLE so  great as t o  render unimportant 



'+bo tbb& t d  but  aupplf l i m e  acrons tho  Channel And, a l thcugh somo 
U-boat and F-boet a c t i v i t y  WRS a t i l l  possible  so long as the enemy b ~ e s  
i n  lhrvay, Denmark, Northern Gormaw, and Weetorn Hollend remained i n  
Gcrinan h d s ,  t h i s  W E  M t  considerod SerioUS.2G 

SUSXRY OF OPERATIONS TO 15 ~ I L  

199. Executed a s  Plnnnod. The plan  for  advancing rap id ly  t o  thu 
Kuldo and Elbc Rivers VBE successfu l ly  car r ied  out without modification. 

!Tho 6th hmy Group advancod rap id ly  nnd tho XO. I n  tho South. 
Sewnth U.S. Army occupied Schwoinfurt on 11 April. 
W e b u r g  and Hoilbronn f c 1 4  and tho advance, conforming t o  tha t  of Third 
U.S. Army, continued toward Nurnborg, Tho F i r s t  Frcnch Army mot s t i f f  
resistance at f i r s t ,  but broke thr-ugh t o  capturc Karlsruho on tho 5 th  
Rna Wen-BadQn on  the 13th. 
cAptured on 15 Apri l ,  and tho G o m n s  s t a r t o d  t o  withdraw t o  tho e a s t  
i n  tho Black Forest. 

On the next day 

Kohl, across  tho Rhino from Strnsbourg, was 

201. I n  t h e  Ccntor. A t  m i d n i g h t  3 - & A p r i l ,  the F in th  L.S. Army 
rcocrtcd t o  12th  Army Crou?, and thc task of  c loar ing  tho o n t i r e  Ruhr 
pookcrt becam t h o  respons ib i l i ty  of tho 12th ArFy Group commandor.21 
Vhils tho F i f toonth  U.S. Army held tho wst bank of the Rhino, tho 
First and Ninth U.S. Armios a t tncked  tho pockst and i n i t i a l l y  mot e t i f f  
wsis tanco.  
oncirclod onemy forcos wero out In  t w o  at Hagon. 
rosis tancc col lapsed,  and 325,000 pr isoncrs ,  t o p t h o r  with inmonac 
quant i t ies  of suppl ies ,  wore captured. 

Signs o f  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  soon appcarod, rnd on 15 A p r i l  tho 
Throo dnys l n t o r  a l l  

Meanwhilo, tho ndmnco t o  the  oaDt ME nowr hnltod, ond a s  
troops worc plnchod out during tho  compression o f  tho Ruhr pocket thoy 
joinod tho main driw of 12th Army Group. Pcdorborn was clcarod on 2 
A p r i l  and ICassel on 4 A,mii, a f t o r  a sharp f i g h t ,  
troop6 cloarad E r f u r t ,  Wolmqand Jona by 13 A p r i l  and tro days l n t o r  
MachOd tho out6ki r t s  o f  Choninits. 
advancod through Neustadt end Bnyrcuth and wro nppromhing tho 
Caochoslovnkinn bordcr by 15 dyril. F i r a t  U.S. Army od.vnncod r q i d l y  
ons tmrd  a g a i n s t  disorganieed and m a t t e r o d  rcaistnnco, runchod Dossau 
a t  tho junct ion of tho Elbo And Hiildo Riwrs on 14 A i r i l ,  and nrr ivod 
at tho i b l d c  Riwr, southcnst of Loips ig  on thc following day, On tho 
l o f t ,  Ninth U.S. Army capturcd Iinnowr nnd Brunowick nnd on 11 A p r i l  
b r o h  through t:, tho Zlbo nonr hagdoburg. 
bridgohoad hnd boen oatnbllshod owr the Xlbe at Earby south o f  
thgdeburg, and Ninth Army u n i t s  wro a long  the r ivor  c.s fnr ncr th  na 
Wittonborgo. 
by First Arp.  nnd north c f  t h a t  aron by Ninth Army v i r tun l ly  enc i rc led  
largo Csnnnn forces  including roinforcements b r m g h t  hur r ied ly  from 
the Eastern Front. 

Third U.S. Amy 

Othor Third Army u n i t s  moanwhilo 

Four days l n t o r  c eccuro  

Tho rapid Rdmncc t o  tho Elbo swth of tho Hare hiountains 

A. tho  contra1 d r i w  gained momontum, and os word of t h e  
rapid admnce of thc Soviet ormioe i n  the  contor ronchcd th4 Supremo 
Coaoander, d i r e c t  l i a i s o n  with tho Soviet  H i g h  C o " d  vhich had boen 
Bo SlbcoedfhL in coordinat ing m r l i o r  s t r n t o g l c  p l c i ~ s , ~ ~  ws again 
i n s t i t u t e d  t o  arronge the junct ion between the f 0 r c e a . ~ 3  

202. I n  t h e  North. The First Canedim Army renched the see. i n  
Sorthern H o l l a n d  on 15 Apri l ,  thus completing the i s o l c t i o n  o f  Western 
Holland. With the capture  o f  Arnhem on the snino day, the  Twenty-3ifth 
Oormnn Army fall back In to  Vortress Hollrmdlf,  bohind the  pro tec t ive  



b a r r i e r s  of the e a s i l p i n u n d a t e d  r i v e r  va l l eys  between the  Nedcr Ri'jn 
and the  Zulder Zee. !qore r e s i s t a n c e  m s  met by the  Second B r i t i s h  
A r q ,  but i t  advanced s t e a d i l y ,  ana by  1 5  Apr i l  elements had reached 
Uolzen, advanced t o  t h e  Wcser Ftiver just sautb of Breneen, and a a t n b l i s h c h  
t w o  by idpheads  ac ross  the A l l o r  River  f a r t h e r  south. 

203. $ o f i s t i c a l  Dovclomcnta.  To support tho troops o n c i r c l i n g  
the Euhr and at t he  s&e time to maintain the  forcos  Rdvanoing emst, 
eouthcnst, nnd nor theas t  had TOqufred f u l l  exp lo i t a t ion  o f  a l l  l o g i s t i c a l  
€ a c i l i t i e s .  Additional. t ruck  companies from r o a r  arons were s h l f t o d  
forward t o  meat t he  demandg f o r  moving CrOOpS long dis tances  and 
koopipg them supplied. 
developed i n  forward woas and a dai ly  averas  o f  5ao t ranspor t  planes 
wore usbd for supply and evacuat ion,  A i r  cargo from 5 Apr i l  t o  3 May 
includod more than 9,000,000 gallons o f  gnsolino $0 forhard areas; on 
ro tu rn  t r i p s  ovor 100,000 allied pr i sone r s  of way Wore evncuatep. 
(Phis ws an imonse  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  overburdcned avrfaco transport 
and permit ted advnncos at EL spaed which would not Q$hurvrise have been 
po ssiblo, 

Administrative n i r f i o l d s  wero progress ive ly  

The etntus of  6UZrplieS i n  tho roar romnined s a t i s f a c t o r y  d u r i n g  
tko poriod, due t o  tho p r i o r  balaucod bUild-Up. 
cularly o f  G ass I nnd 111 sqpp l ios ,  were movod forward t o  na in t a in  t h o  

Spa11 army zwwwm8, parti- 

&Lily  fl.ow.2 f 
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204. Contact with thQ Sovlat armios appron.ching tho Lcipeig arofl vnrs 
expected at any t i n o ,  and Garinany had boon v i r t u a l l y  s p l i t  i n  half. I t  
was now nccoeeary fur thor  t o  divide,  i so ln to ,  nnd dLstroy thc & r a n  
forcos remining  i n  thc aouth and north.25 

7I.U IOR l" ADVANCZ 

205. The esscncc of tho plan W.6 t o  stop thc  Allied advnnco i n  ho 
contcr on tho Elbe and concontrnte on drives t 3  clcan up the  

a. 6 t h  Army Group w a s  directod:  

(1) To occupy Vostern mstrie. and tha t  part of Gcrneny 
within i t s  ZOnQ of  c.dvancQ. 

b. 12th Army Group ws directod:  

(1) To defend tho general lino 'Erz Gobirge - Kulde Riwr - 
ElbQ River. 

(2) Po launch c. powerful tbxrust t o  moot tho Sovlo t  Army 19 
tho Danube Valley nnd t o  occupy thP,t p.rt o f  Austria 
i n  i t s  zonc. 

C. 21 Arny Group m a  di rec tad :  

(1) 

(2)  

To m i z s  croesings ovc r  tho Elbbo nnd LIocurQ &.mburg. 

Po ndv;wcQ TO tho B a l t i c  i n  tho gonmnl nraa Kicl - 
Lubock, prepared t o  launch oporntions t o  l iborn te  
Dc nwwlc. 27 

Any t h m s t  t o  Barl in  was t o  await tho  outcomo o f  thcso operntions.28 

BWi" INELUENCING BnQTION OF PLBN 

General Considerations 

206. T o  completo tho d e f m t  o f  tho rsnaining Ccrim~ forcos i n  tho 
ahortost poasiblo t i n c ,  i t  was ncoossnry t o  crush tho o " y a  w l l l  t o  
r e s i s t  by destroying tho forcos sacking t o  withdraw in to  tdeso Areas 
Whore prolonged resis tancc would bo p o ~ s i b l o . ~ 9  
ragid e l in ina t ion  of the  National Redoubt also might resul t  i n  the e a r l y  
surrcndor o f  tho Gyman forces  i n  B m r k  nnd P0rrlay.3~ 

Ground Force Considerations. 

It was bolievcd that the 

207. Enemy Forcos. I t  was cstimflted that the onomy's impartnnt 
cap@.bility at t h i s  point  m6 t o  hold out i n  tho >X'.tiom.l Redoubt in tine 
south and i n  Donmnrk, Norway, .and Westorn EIolland i n  tho n 0 r t h . 3 ~  From 
1 to 15 April over n hal f  mi l l ion  pr i sonars  w r o  tnlcon on the Western 
b o n t  and the enemy's powor t o  r e s i a t  had been largely brokon. p io ld  



Marshal Busch -8 appointed Din-C Northwest; Kesselring, na bin-C 
Woat, now comnded only the  southern part of the front .  
camnunicntions were Conpletely disrupted,  and suppl ies  of a l l  kinds were 
wry short. 
of sono 100 divis ions,  including thc  bullc of the  remaining anJared and SS 
u n i t s ,  were facing the Al l ied  and S o d o t  forcos. Some noninal d iv is ions  
ronoined i n  the north,  of which tho only fomidablo elements wro thoso 
o f  the F i r s t  Parachute krmy.32 

F a i l  and road 

It was es t ina ted  tha t  i n  the  v ic in i ty  of the &doubt elements 

208. Tarrain. The extont of the dofensivo systam i n  t h o  National 
Redoubt was not known. However, t h e  nature  o f  the country was such 
that a mininum o f  forces  could e f f o c t i v o l y  block tho na3row cntrancos 
t o  tho area. 
val leys  of tho I l l ,  Inn, and Salznch R i w r s ,  Operations i n  t h i s  arca 
were considered pract icable  only betwocn iLy and October bilcnusc of 
avalanches and heavy snov.33 

Tho main avenuuus of admnce wro f ron  the north up  tho 

I n  tw north,  i s land  f o r t r e s s e s  and coaatal  dofensos protacted 
the North G c m n  p o r t s ,  IDenmrk, and Norway. 
conplctc systori of f i c l d  works i n  Schlsawi tHols to in  $owrod the l,wd 
approachss t o  " a r k .  
oporntions d i f f i c u l t  and during the wintor tho c l ina to  would r.lo?cc them 
iclpra c t icab l p  , f 4 

In  addi t icn ,  a f a i r l y  

In  Norwny tho rdountainous t e r r a i n  vould d c e  

209. 9m Porcos, eo achieva tho roquirod concentrations o f  fo rces  
in the south and north,  ccononics woro nocessary i n  the contcr.35 
r e s t i n g  tho centor on the o n s i l y  dofondod tor rn in  feature  of thc Iiulde 
and Elbc Rivers, thase economics would bo f a c i l i t a t e d  and, i n  addi t ion ,  
a c lear ly  dcfincd l i n o  would bo providod f o r  jo in ing  with tho npproaching 
Soviets. 
t o  mnkc the a t tack  down tho b n u b c  Vnlloy t o  join with tho Soviet Amy. 
Thc 6 th  Amy Group, whioh was p r c p r o d  t o  launch an  a t tack  t o  o l in ina te  
tho Bed ubt ,  thus would bo cnablod t o  u t i l i z e  i t s  onti ro forco i n  the 

atrongthcn the dr ive by 21 Amy Group i n  tho north.% 

By 

Thus, Third U.S. Arny of 12 th  Axmy Group could bo divortod 

drivo.3 % Othcr uni t s  rOlea6Od f r o m  tho conter coul bo usad t o  

210. b e i s t i c a l  Pactors. Although r a i l m a d  bridges had bocn 
completed over tho Rhine at i b i n z  and Wosol end rail rchnbi l i tn t ioh  had 
bocn rapiO oast o f  the  Bine, i t  was not possiblc  t o  keop p c o  with tho  
advancing troops. I n  t.he cxtrono nor th  21 Amy Group hod rehabi l i ta tod  
the Osnabruck l i n e  and,  although not having oompletcd a rail cross ing  
of  tho Rhinc, was raking good us0 of tho l ino  by the  cxpdiont  of boet  
transfcr. Tha outstanding l o g i s t i c a l  problon was transport of suppl ics  
and troops fron the Xhine eastward and tho revorso movaaont of hugc 
numbers of prisoners of mr and displaced persons.3g 

It was est inntod t h a t ,  as of 1 Fay, 1 2  B r i t i s h  divis ions 
could bo supportGd P.S f a r  a s  Hanburg and that e n  advance t o  Kic l  could 
bc supportod only by reducing proport ionntoly the numbor of d iv is ions  on 
the Elbo. 
i n  l imited opcrctions in to  thii Innsbruck m o i l ,  provided q.0 advances W W O  
mdo beyond thc Elbe. 
probably could be supported i n  operat ions into' Denmark and that U.S. 
forces  'could be sup$~rted i n  eFteneive operations i n  the  Redoubt sres.39 
Iinvever, the st rength of forces  opera t ing  under the 6th Army Group i n  
the Salzburg -'Passau area yould have t o  remain eubetaat ia l ly  the same 
u n t i l  support f a c i l i t i e s  could be s tgngthenod by development of rail 
capacity through the Karlsruhe area.  

It also was es t inc ted  t h n t  U.S. divis ions could bo supportod 

It was os t inn ted  that by 15 May, B r i t i s h  force8 



SlJrUR? OF W ~ T I O W S  To 3 FAY 

211. $10 changes in ulm. The operations to reach the Bal t ic  and 
$0 d v w c e  i n t o  Austria and Czechoslovakia were carried out mcording 
t o  plan. 

212. In t he  South. Seventh U.S. A m y  units reached Nurnberg on 

6 th  Arny Group began i t s  f i na l  advance on 22 April :  
17 A Q r i l ,  but heavy f igh t ing  fo r  t h e  c i t y  continued u n t i l  i t  WRS f i n a l l y  
cleared on 21 A w i l .  
Kwi& f e l l  on 30 April: Borchtesgaden and Salzburg were taken a n  4 )fay. 
Other Seventh Arnv forces prfissed rap id ly  south through the Srenner Pass 
and on 4 &v mflde contect at Vipiteno with elmenta Of F i f tk  U.S. Army 
from I t R l y .  The whole o f  German drny Crour, "0" surrendered on 6 May. 

A t  the s ~ ~ 1 0  t i n e ,  the First  French -4rr.v far ther  west WAS 

Contact was nahe with Seventh 
snashing the enemy or. i t s  f ron t ,  and by 26 April was alon,: t he  Swiss 
border from Basle t o  Zake Conetenco. 
U.S. Arrp units in Austria as the G e r m s  f ina l ly  C8pitulatrd. 
tions on the French-Itulim border and w i n s t  the Gironde nocket on 
tho west C O A S t  of France were successfully carried out by French fo rces  
during th i s  sane neriod, 

Cpera- 

213. I n  the Center, mird U.S.  Arny units reached the Csechos lb  
v&cirm border OF. 18 A n r i l .  
Leipeig, and l i n t h  U.S,  Army took k d e b u r g .  
m s  eliminated on 21 xpr i l .  F i r s t  and Pinth Armies then took up defen- 
sive positions along the Plulcle and Elbe Elivers, and e.t l h  hours on 25 
April the junction with the  Soviet rLrny was nade at forgau on the Elbe. 
Ifeanvfiile, on 22 April, Third U.S. ArrJy leimched i t s  drive to  the 
southeast. 
eJmor& colunns drove on t o  Linz,  which wes occy ied  on 4 Hkv. 
on 4 b.v l'hird Amy was ordered t o  advance t o  an &Teed l i n e  of contact 
with the Soviet forces i n  Czechoslovakia. 

On the following dtiv F i r s t  U.S. Arny c leared  
The Hare Mountain noclcct 

Ses is tmce  was l i g h t  and, After Begensburg f e l l  on 26 A p r i l ,  
A180  

P i l sen  was l iberated on 6 by. 

214. I n  the North By 20 Apr i l ,  Second Br i t i sh  Army forces had 
reached Barburg on tho south b& of the Elbe apposite Hamburg. 
f e l l  on 25 April a f t e r  a s t i f f  f i g h t  against  an enew heavily reinforced 
by mvnl w d  m=arine troops. On 29 Apri l ,  with XVIiI U.S. Airborne Corps 
undor ouerutional control of 21 k.3y Group, R drive across the Elbe was 
lnUnche3 on a two-corps f ron t ,  and the  dash ~ C r 0 8 9  Schleswig-Holstein 
reached Lubsok on the Ba l t i c  on 2 I k y .  &burg surrendered on 3 M R y ,  
flnd contact was established with the  Soviot forces a l l  d o n g  the f ron t  
fron Wisw t o  Grnbow. 
%den - Wilhelmghnven Peninsulas were cleared. 

Breoen 

During t h i s  same period the  cuxhaven and t h e  

Wo further offensive ooerntiona were undertaken .+gainst the 
German forces contained i n  Western Hollnnd fo r  f ea r  they would f lood  and 
pennnently damage tho 1Md. 
large supplies of food were sent by the Allies to  RlleviAte the suf fer ing  
of t h e  c iv i l ian  populatlon i n  t h i s  area. 
m d  nir forces in Northwestern Gerrmny (including the F r i s i m  I s l ~ d s ,  
Beligolend., md nll other i s lands) ,  H o l l m d ,  Schleswig-Holstein, and 
Denmark eurrendered unconditionally. 

A t ruce  was a r r c q e d  and, as  a r e su l t ,  

On 5 I h y  dl German lnnd, sea, 

215. In  the A i r .  Until 27 April  the dllisd air forces concentrated 
the Rttnck on GermAn a i r f i e l d s  with bombers, shooting up a i r c ra f t  on t h o  
ground with f igh ters .  Rail centers,  rnilroad rolling stock, ma r o a d  
trRPfic continued to  be ad6.itionel lucra t ive  tnrgeta fo r  the tnc t i ca l  
air units. 
curtailed. 
aissions end evacuation of r epa t r i a t e s  while wedium bombere were stood 
down for  lack of ta rge ts  and fighter-bombers perform& defensive gatrola.41 

After 27 April  a l l  offensive a i r  force ac t iv i ty  was shnqly 
Heavy bonbers prrrticipnted principally in f ooddropping 



216. ,Lopistics.  Transport i n  th0  forward areas continuad t o  
A i r  t r anspor t  was again usod ex- bo t ha  major l o g l a t i c a l  p roblem 

t ens ive ly  t o  supplonent motor t r anspor t  i n  support ing t h e  r ap id ly  
advancing columns. By u t 4 l i z i n g  every poss ib le  resource of road, 
a i r ,  and rail t r anspor t ,  t o A i l i o a  t roops  were moved and supportod 
to  t h e i r  f ina l  ob j o c t l m s .  e2 

varcoNDl!PIom s'uRREms 
217. Certain high German o f f i c i a l s  for some time bad l 'ealizoh tho 

f u t i l i t y  o f  con t iming  the sfrugglc, and soveral surrcnder o f f o r s  wore 
mado thrcugh neu t r a l  channeLs during ApriLL The mili tary d i s a s t e r s  had 
Bo Broken tho Gorman will t o  r o s i s t  that mss surrondors occurred with 
incroaaing fraquency during tho last days o f  April and the early clays 
of May. A t  midnight g - 9 May, whon tho f inal  unconditional surrondor 
became e f fec t ive ,  the armed forcos  o f  Goraany had beon comg1otoJ.y do- 
fea tad  by tho combined efforts  of t h e  Western Allies and the S o v i e t  
Union. 2he mission of tho  U i o d  &c-pediticnary Force ma accomphshod, 
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Allieb.Airborne Army ( F i r s t )  

Comanded by Lieutenant General Louis H. arereton,  USA. The 
headquarters was activated In August 1944 t o  contra1 a l l  
Un!.ted States  and Bri t ish airborne divis ions.  It also included 
the XX U.S. Troop Carrier C o a m d  and tuu Rks t r o o p c a r r y i n g  
groups. 

Allied Force Headquarters 

The senior headquarters i n  the L%literrmem Theater of opera- 
tions. Joint U.S.-British. h c a t e d  at Caser ta ,  It&, at tine 
amphibious asgault on south coast  of France was launched under 
i t s  control. 

Vooded h i l l  mass in southeastern Belgiuu and northern Luxembourg, 
extending roughly from the Msuse River t o  the German border ,  

At lan t ic  W a l l  

Germnn defenses along the Western kropean  coast ,  designed t o  
repel seaborne invasion. 

Bel for t  Gap 

Terrain corridor between t h e  Vosges Mountains and the Upper k i n e ,  
providing access t o  h l h o u s e  and Strasbourg from the south. 

Block Snip 

One of a colunn of ships sunk genernlly parallel t o  a beach so 
as t o  provide an are& of she l te red  water for t h e  operation of 
l igh ters  md landing craft, 

Coastal Command 

An arm of the  Br,itish Royal A i r  Force, charged pr imari ly  with 
protection of shipping. 

Combined Chief s o f  Staff 

Comit tee  created in  Decmber 1941, convening general ly  i n  . 
Washington, D.C. ,  and exercis ing over-all d i rea t ion  o f  A l l i e d  
grand etrategy throughout the world i n  accordnnce with p o l i c i e s  
established by the  President o f  the  Uni ted  S ta tes  and t h e  Prime 
Kinis ter  o f  Great Britain. 
of senior U.S.  and Bri t i sh  chiefs ( o r ,  f o r  the Br i t i sh ,  t h e i r  
representatives) o f  ground, naval, and air forces .  

Ifembership ( s ix  off icers )  conposed 
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Short t i t l e  derivad fron i n i t i a l  l e t t e r s  o f  lhfef o f  S t a f f  t o  
Suprema Al l ied  Ccmcnder, denoting i n t e r i n  chief  of SHBEF nucleus 
ponding appointment of the Supreno Conrwder. A l s o  Usod l o o s e l y  
t o  ident i fy  tho i n i t i a l  Overlord planning s t a f f  f ron which S U P  
devolopad. 

Oornan r.iotor torpedo boat. Smll, high-speed v o e s e l ,  nrmed with 
torpedoes and autonntic wnpona. 

Field Division. Gcrmn A i r  Sorco 

An illfantry type divls ion orgcnizcd by the Cercan A i r  Force with 
a i r  fcrco porsonnel. 
ground ins ta l la t ions .  

Original ly  desigpod t o  guard air force 

Flanders 

A cooatol region sharcd by France, Belgiun,nnd t h e  Netherlands, 
and contorod about tho c i t i e s  of Bruges ,  Ghont, Cour tmi ,  cad 
Ypro s . 

F l r i n a  Bomb 

A pi lot loss ,  jet-prop&lQd, f l y i n g  n i s s i l c ;  thc first aucceseful 
vcapon of its kind.  
weaaonl’ (V-1). 

Dewlopod by the Gamana as a “eocrot 

Sodmnsnt  b o a  

That  QroA o f  Northvostern F m c o  oxtending gonernlly fron S t  
Nnealro enst along tho Lo i ro  t o  !Tours, thonco north t o  include 
Orlccna, Chnrtres, DMux, Roucn, and tho Soino t o  thc sea. 

Wainot  Line 

Fronch Bysten of ccncroto and a t c e l  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  p ro tcc t ing  
tho 1939 Eastern R e a c h  %ontior  I ron Switzerland t o  tho v i c i n i t y  
of Sedan. 

Torrain corr idor  botwoon the  Hunsruck h i l l  ma8 on tho  north 
rrnd tho Ycsgos Mountains on the south. following thc gonoral 
nxfs k t z  - Snnrbruckcn - Knisoralautern - &tine. 

Fanzer Mviaion 

Gorm nrnored divielon coiiposod of n tank r e g n s n t  (about 200 
tanks at all strength) ,  two reg5rnnts of armored and/or i.lotOl.ie~fl 
infantry,  ‘and other supporting ama and servlcca. 
Division m a  gonerally in grcntor  s t rength and b e t t o r  oquipped 
thuc tho Wehrnacht kineor Division. 

The SS Pnneer 

Panaer - GraMdior Division 

Qomnn notorizod-infantry d iv is ion  conpoeod of two nmorod and/or 
notorieed infan t ry  mgiawnte, a battalion of a s s a u l t  guns, and 



other supporting arm$ and services .  
Division w a s  generally in g r e a t e r  s t rength and b e t t e r  equipped 
than the  lfehrmacht Panzer-Grenadier Division, ) 

(The SS Panzer-Grenadier 

A small. f a s t  c r a f t  designed f o r  coastal  p a t r o l .  

The r i c h e s t  Oerman coal-mining and indus t r ia l  area, l y i n g  between 
the  Lip?e mad hhr  Rivers, X th ick ly  populAted d i s t r i c t ,  i t  
includes t h e  indus t r ie l  centers  of Eesen, h i sbu rg ,  Dcrtmund, 
and Gelsenkirchen. 

Turr i tory nor th  of French Province of Lorraine, formerly belonging 
t o  Prussia  and Bavaria, and later administered by t h e  League o f  
Nations under the Internat ional  Commission. 
t h e  r i c h e s t  mining .mi i n d u s t r i d  areas  in EXlrop. Returned t o  
Germaqv after p l e b i s c i t e  i n  1935. 
leunkirchen, hdwei le r ,  and Sulebach. 

I t  comprises one of 

l'rinciptll towtis a r e  Saarbrucken, 

Saverne GRP 

Terrain corr idor  through t h e  northern f o o t h i l l s  of t h e  Vosges 
Mountains leading t o  Strnsbourg from the west, 
Wine-Marne Canal. 

Path of t h e  

Supreme Headquarters, All ied Expeditionary porces. 
U.S.-British headquarters which, w.der General Eisenhower, 
directed t h e  campaign in Western Europe. 

' b e  combined 

;iegfried Line 

Gsrmm system of concrete and s t e e l  f o r t i f i c n t i o n s ,  p r o t e c t i n g  
the 1939 Western German Front ier .  

S t ra teg ic  Air Force 

A compoaite heavy bomber and long-range f i g h t e r  force which had 
t h e  primary mission of destroying the  German economic and 
i n d u s t r i d  syeten. Comnanded bp General Carl Spantz, USA, It 
included t h e  8th U.S.  Air Force, the 15th U.S. Air  Force, and 
an Bas bomber group, 

hpreme A l l i e d  Ccmender 

The senior' comrx"er of e l l  the Allied ground, naval, and a i r  
forces  engaged in the  Vestern k r o n e a n  canpaign; Gensral of the 
Arqv Dwight D, Eisenhower, USA. 

Volksgrenadier Division 

A reduced Germem infantry d iv is ion  (6,000 - 6,000 men) with 
increased nutomatic f i r e  power i n  the infan t ry  component. 
typo d iv is ion  made i t s  f i r s t  appearance i n  the autumn of 1w. "his 

Vest Wall 

Sane as  Siegfr ied Line. 



13 3’ebmaty 1w - General Dwight D, IEisenhower, USA, assumes command 
of the  Allied &pedi t ionary  Forcb. 

F i t a t  V.S. and Second B r i t i e h  A m i e a  a s s a u l t  t h e  
loymandy coast. 

hb. 
- The garr ison o f  Cherbourg surreddeia  t o  F i r s t  U.S. 

- Second Br i t i sh  &my enter$ Caen. 

- ~ i r e t  U.S, r ~ m y  ~ a p t u r e e  B t  LO. 

- F i r s t  CAnndian Army becomes opera t iona l .  

- T i t s t  U.S .  &my launches breakout offensive from 
the b?Oriuandy beachhead. 

- Leth Army Group and Third U.S, Ardy became opera- 
t ional .  Third Army breaks out cind capturee ivranche. 

- The Brit tany Peqinsula  is i so la ted .  

t Germtin counteroffensive is lainched at Mortafn. 

- seventh U.S. ArRv and French Army ”B“ assault t h e  
coast of  Southern France4 

- Y i r s t  U.S. and F i r s t  Csnadian Armies link up at 
ohamboie, closing Argentan - Falalse  Gap, 

- l’hird A r r ~ ,  es tab l i shes  bridgehead over Seine n e a r  
h t e s - G a s s i c o u r t .  

- Paria  is  l ibera ted .  

- Marseilles is l i b e r a t e d .  

1 deptmber  194 - First A l L i e d  Airborne Amy becomes opera t iona l .  

4 September 1w - Second Rrit iah Army enter8 Brussels. 

5 September 1944 - Antwerp is l ibera ted :  

xinth U.S. Army becomes bperat idnal  and RBsUClee 
command o f  V i 1 1  U.Si Cowpa bn the %hit tang  Peninsula. 

Sombarnon, Hance. 
11 Septembet 194 - lbird U I S ~  &‘my hnd Seventh U.S. h r d y  l i n k  up at 

15 September lw - 6th Anqy Group becomes operat ional  and p a s s e s  t o  
SK4EF control. 

17 September 1944 - 21 Army @roup h l n c h e s  combined a i rborne  - ground 
at tack to secure a bridgehead aver the  Neder Rijn  
a t  Arnhem. 

19 September 1944 - All organised r e s i s t a n c e  ends i n  Brest area.  



2 1  October 1944 

g November 1.9 

9 November lw 

13 November 194 

16  November 1944 

22 Novembgr 1944 

26 Novemb.er 194 

27 Notenber 1w 
16 December 1944 

22 Decanber 1944 

22 March 1 9 5  

25-24 March 1945 

- Aachen capi tu la tes  t o  First U.S. &my. 

- Third U . S .  Array assaults the  Woselle River b a r r i e r ,  
resumrng i t s  advance toward the bine. 

- BritisLCanarllan f r r c e c  c l ea t  the Schelde Estuary arm 
permitt ing epming 

Enine. 

f water approaches trr h t w e m .  

- 6th &my Group launches offensive t o  c lose  t o  the  

- F i r s t  and Ninth U.S. &nies launch of fens ive  t o  
close to  the  Wine. 

- Metz garrison surrenders to  Third A m y .  

- Port of M t w q  is o p ~ ~ e d .  

- Seventh U.S .  Army l i b e r a t e s  Strasbourg. 

- Germans launch Ardennes covnteroffensive.  

- All ies  launch counteroffensive to reduce the  
Ardennes sa l i en t .  

- Fifteenth U.S .  Army becomes opera t iona l .  

- F i r s t  and Third U.S.  drmies link up at  Houffa l i se .  

- Saint P i th  f a l l s :  Lrdennea s a U e n t  rapidly cbllapses. 

- F i r s t  French Army eliminates the  Colmr pocket. 

- F i r s t  U.S. &my se iaes  in t ac t  the  br idge  across  
t h e  Wine  a t  Remagen. 

- Third U.S. Army cro8ses the B i n e  at Oppenheim. 

- Ninth U.S. and Second Br i t i sh  Armies cross t h e  
Rhine River In  the  Weno]. - b e r i c h  area; U.S. an& 
Bri t i sh  a i rborne  d iv is ions  are dropped eas t  of t h e  
Wine. 

- Seventh Army crosses  the Rhine near Yams. 

- Ninth and First U.S. Armies link up at Lippstadt 
and form the Ruhr pocket. 

- The Ruhr pocket i s  eliminated with the captu ie  of 
325,000 Germans. 

- F i r s t  U.S. Army contacts the  Soviet Army at Torgau. 

- Seventh U.S. Ax-w passes through the  Brenner Pass 
and contacts F i f th  U.S .  &my (15th Army Oroup) at 
Vipiteno. I t a ly .  

- German lead, sea, and sir forces  i n  Northwestern 
Germany surrender. 

- Ceroany surrenders unconditionally to  the Western 
Al l i e s  and the Soviet Union. 
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